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By Mary Catherine O’Bryant
MOBryant@WalkerMessenger.com

Authorities have arrested four 
people who, police say, robbed a 
LaFayette couple.

Arrest warrants were issued 
last week on four males, ages 17-
19, believed to have robbed the 
couple at gunpoint in LaFayette: 
Mathew Avery Asbeury, 19; Kam-
eron Gage Shropshire, 17; Quinta-
vious Knox, 17; and Larell Dashon 
Hampton, 18.

Charges in the warrants in-
clude armed robbery, possession 
of a firearm during commission 
of a felony, battery, and criminal 
trespassing.

According to LaFayette Police 
Department reports:

On Saturday, Oct. 5, about 
7:40 p.m., the couple pulled their 
vehicle into the old LaFayette High 
School parking lot off First Street 

From Office Of               
Gov. Brian Kemp

Gov. Brian P. Kemp, on Oct. 
10, announced his selection of J. 
Matthew William-
son as the new so-
licitor general of 
the State Court of 
Walker County.

Williamson’s 
a p p o i n t m e n t 
fills the vacancy 
created by Chris 
Townley’s recent 
resignation. In ac-
cepting this appointment, Wil-
liamson will leave his current 
role as legal and policy direc-
tor for Walker County.

“Matthew’s extensive expe-
rience and commitment to his 
local community make him an 
ideal choice for this important 
role,” said Gov. Kemp. “I look 
forward to the positive im-
pact that Matthew will have on 
Walker County in his service 
as solicitor general.”

“It is my great honor to serve 
the people of Walker County in 

From the City Of LaFayette

LaFayette’s Scare on the Square 
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 31, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. The down-
town square will be closed to traf-
fic during the event.

If you have any questions about 
Scare on the Square, or would like 
to be a vendor, fill out the online 
form at the link below or contact 
the LaFayette Main Street office at 
706-639-1550.

Please fill out the form at http://
www.mycityoflafayettega.org/resi-

dents/events/scare_on_the_square 
if your business would like to par-
ticipate.

Scare on the Square is sponsored 
by The Bank of LaFayette and the 
City of LaFayette Main Street / 
Downtown Development Author-
ity board.

Local business owners fill the 
downtown street on Halloween 
and give out candy to all the chil-
dren of the community.

This is a safe alternative from go-
ing door to door as you and your 
friends will load up on all the candy 

you need during Scare on the Square.
Come out dressed in your Hal-

loween costumes and enjoy the fun!
This is an event brought to you 

by the downtown merchants how-
ever all local businesses are invited 
to participate.

Downtown participants set up in 
front of their stores, and an area 
also will be provided for other Scare 
on the Square participants.

Some candy is provided to the 
downtown merchants to give out. 
However, it is not provided to other 
businesses that choose to participate.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Rossville has a “super chance to 
make a difference” to redevelop de-
clining areas, according to a Chatta-
nooga accountant.

Ken White, a certified public accoun-
tant with Henderson, Hutcherson & 
McCullough, on Oct. 8, explained the 
federal Opportunity Zone program to 
community leaders and local realtors. 
Rossville has the county’s only desig-
nated zone.

The program is “great for the inves-
tor, and it’s great for the community,” 
White said.

Elizabeth Wells, Rossville’s eco-
nomic development consultant, said 
this program can be layered with some 
other city developments she expects 
to announce soon.

The program incentivizes private 
investment in low-income and eco-
nomically disadvantaged areas. Tax-
payers receive federal tax benefits for 
investing capital gains in these desig-
nated zones, which are identified by 
state governors and approved by the 
federal government.

Wells explained that Rossville holds 

the only Opportunity Zone designa-
tion in a five-county radius, the 10-
year designation expires in 2028, and 
under current policy no new federal 

zones are expected to be designated 
until 2028.

By Mary Catherine O’Bryant
MOBryant@WalkerMessenger.com

During the Thursday, Oct. 10, La-
Fayette City Council meeting, the 
council passed a motion on a 3-1 
vote to allow alcoholic beverages to 
be sold at special events.

The city code alcohol ordinance 
was amended to allow for the sale of 
alcoholic beverages at special events 
on either public or private properties 
after purchasing a permit through 
the city or state.

LaFayette’s Scare 
on Square is Oct. 31

Rossville’s Opportunity Zone program 
promotes reinvestment in community

LaFayette to allow alcohol sales at special events
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Blast from the past: In this photo from 2011, LaFayette siblings Hannah Howard (then 6), and sister Karley (then 
5), brother Braden (then 4), make their way through the Scare on the Square.

Mary Catherine O’Bryant

LaFayette City Council, during its Oct. 10 meeting, passed a measure that will allow alcoholic beverages to be sold 
at special events.
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LATEST DETAILS

For the latest details 

on this story, check back 

with us on our website at 

catoosawalkernews.com.
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