
By Kevin Myrick
Editor

A special called meet-
ing covering a pair of 
votes and an executive 
session ended with quick 
movement on a request 
for an outside investiga-
tion of the Polk County 
Police Department.

County 
Attorney 
Brad Mc-
Fall an-
nounced 
the re-
sponse to a 
letter sent 
to the 
Board of 
Commis-
sioners ear-
lier in the 
month by 
Sheriff 
Johnny Moats with alle-
gations of wrongdoing by 
Polk County Police De-
partment’s administra-
tion.

Instead of calling in the 
GBI to investigate as 
Moats had requested and 
could have done himself, 
McFall will be leading an 
internal effort on behalf 
of the county to address 
the allegations.
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Area high school 
seniors are being 
honored in this year’s 
graduation edition. 

See C and D 
sections

Fourth Friday is com-
ing up for the summer in 
Cedartown! Check out 
the first concert featur-
ing Bennie Gray and the 
Trailer Park Cowboys on 
Friday to open up the se-
ries. Billed as more coun-
try than western and 
more roll than rock, Ben-
nie Gray and the Trailer 
Park Cowboys are a local 
favorite. Check out the 
Fourth Friday car show, 
get food and drinks, and 
more as the car show be-
gins at 5:30 p.m., and mu-
sic at 7 p.m. Go to www.
fourthfridaycedartown.
com for a full lineup for 
the summer and more.

The annual celebration 
of Memorial Day is com-
ing up in Rockmart on 
Sunday at 2 p.m. at the 
Rockmart  Memorial 
Park. Aragon City Coun-
ci l  member  Hunter 
Spinks will be the key-
note speaker for this 
year’s program. Brown-
Wright Post 12 of the 
American Legion is hold-
ing the event.

A Memorial Day Ser-
vice will be held at noon 
at Center Baptist Church 
in Felton on Memorial 
Day on Monday. Turn off 
of Highway 27 South onto 
Felton-Rockmart Road to 
find the church. For in-
formation, contact Mark 
Hanson at 404-859-2096.

Please see EVENTS A12

Rec improvements approved

Local seniors get ‘two for one’

County 
attorney 
leading 

‘audit’ of 
Polk County

Rockmart High 
principal moving 

to Eastside

Commissioner 
Ward, family 
set for move 

to Florida

By Sean Williams
Standard Journal Correspondent

Aragon is about to look different 
thanks to the city council members ap-
proving spending on a new parking lot 
at Tom Pittman Field and an upgraded 
community center where work had al-
ready begun to make improvements.

The Aragon barbecue taking place at 
Pittman Field again this year served as 
good motivation for building the now in 
construction parking lot behind the field.

Workers finished clearing trees and 
took the stumps with them, and now the 
city council plans to have a round of 
slate added to make the parking lot ac-
cessible.

Aragon Mayor Garry Baldwin de-
scribed the work as “phase one” of the 
parking lot.

In regards to short term goals, the 
council simply wants to have the area 
accessible in time for the 43rd Aragon 
BBQ coming up on Friday, June 23 and 
Saturday, June 24 slated to end with a 
fire works show.

Now the council has set aside $7,050 
for slating and basic maintenance to 
help with providing a parking area.

It won’t be until later that Aragon cit-
izens can expect the new parking lot to 
have lines and other parking lot neces-
sities.

 z Local man 
freed A3

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Polk County Commission-
er Jason Ward is soon to be 
relocating out of the state 
and is off to the sunny east 
coast of Florida after final-
ly being able to announce 
a new job after months of 
contemplation and work.

Ward announced on 
Facebook overnight on 
May 18 that he and his 
family will 
be “relocat-
ing to Jack-
sonville, 
Florida 
over the 
next couple 
of months. I 
am sure we 
will have 
more de-
tails to share later but 
right now we want to 
thank all our family, 
friends, and neighbors 
that have made the last 
11 years since we moved 
back to Polk County 
amazing.”

He said in an interview 
later in the day that he’ll 
be starting in a new posi-
tion with Florida Valua-
tion on June 1. 

By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

Excellence refuses to take a 
day off in Polk County as five lo-
cal students will be experiencing 
graduation twice in one year.

With the high school’s gradua-
tion just a few days away, Judy 
Standeford, Shayna Ingram, Lil-
lian Bell, Macie Campbell, and 
Sydney Greenway have already 

graduated from college Georgia 
Highlands with an Associate of 
Science- General Studies Degree.

Graduating college and high 
school weeks apart is no easy 
feat, and was made possible only 
via the student’s strong dedica-
tion with the state’s Move on 
When Ready program.

Under MOWR, students can 
earn college credits while taking 
high school courses at no finan-
cial cost so long as they pass the 
admission test.

With tuition and textbooks cov-
ered for free, the seniors paid for 
their educations with hard work 
and tenacity.

Taking a minimum of 20 college 
courses, the grads sometimes had to 

study harder and play less, but the 
Associate’s Degrees earned by the 
group serves as a reminder that ex-
tended studying “is worth it in the 
long run,” and as said by Lillian Bell.

“There’s nothing wrong with 
missing one night of fun every 
now and then,” she said.

And these two degrees are just 
the beginning for the grads who 
hope to see a third graduation at 
another University of their choice.

Rockmart’s Co-Salutatorian Ma-
cie Campbell will take advantage 
of Kennesaw University’s Oncol-
ogy/Biology classes and later at-
tend either Emery or Mercer Uni-
versity for medical classes.
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Interim Superintendent Greg Teems hands a MacBook Pro donated to the school 

system for ive students who graduated early. Each got a laptop during the Board of 

Education’s ceremony honoring the group, who are getting both high school diplomas 

and college degrees this month. 

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The search will be on for a new princi-
pal at Rockmart High School as the news 
came out late last week as the year came 
to an end in the classrooms that Wesley 
Cupp will soon be filling the role of prin-
cipal at Eastside Elementary School.

Phil Wood has resigned 
from the Polk School Dis-
trict as principal of the 
Prospect Road School, ac-
cording to interim Superin-
tendent Greg Teems.

He said he didn’t have infor-
mation about where Wood’s 
next posting would be.

The decision was an-
nounced during faculty 
meetings at both Rockmart High School 
and Eastside Elementary.

Teems said a search will begin for a re-
placement principal at Rockmart High 
School and no decision has yet been 
made on a hire.

“We’ve not yet decided on whether 
we’ll pursue promoting staff internally 
or whether we’ll seek someone from the 
outside,” Teems said.

Please see AUDIT A3

Please see WARD A8

Jason Ward

Brad J. McFall

Greg Teems

Please see CUPP A6

 z Several students are 
graduating with both a high 
school diploma and an 
associate’s degree just 
weeks apart.  

Please see SENIORS A2
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Wall of Principals unveiled
Athletic Director Barry Williams and Principal 

Wesley Cupp unveil the Wall of Principals on May 

18 during a ceremony at the school. 

See Page A7 for more on the wall dedicated to the 

memory of Bill Keller and honors the leaders of the 

school over the decades. 

Please see REC A16
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Facilities at Tom Pittman Field are getting 

needed upgrades ahead of the annual 

Aragon barbecue.


