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Mark those calendars 
now on Sept. 29 for the 
upcoming Outreach 
Tabernacle ’s  night 
of southern gospel at 
the church at 1351 Co. 
Road 31 in Muscadine, 
Ala. They’ll be hosting 
The Masters Touch 
from Valley, Ala., and 
Chattanooga’s His Call 
and The Yarbroughs 
from Bremen. Outreach 
Tabernacle’s church choir 
will also perform under 
the direction of GW Cash. 
The night of song starts 
at 5:30 p.m. Central. 

This Saturday, Sept. 
29 join in the fun in 
downtown Cedartown for 
a free concert featuring 
the Redneck Romeos 
from 8 to 10 p.m. The 
make-up for the Fourth 
Friday concert called off 
due to rain will feature 
a car show with the 
Throttle Jockeys, a paint 
party put on by Craftsy 
House and food from 
R&R Catering. 

See CALENDAR, A#####

FAIR

70th Annual

Birthday Party

• Buy discounted armbands (until Oct. 1st)

• Download the Coosa Valley Fair book

• See the current fair schedule of events

• See details and restrictions on all of the above

Oct 2 - Oct 6
GO TO COOSAVALLEYFAIR.COM TO

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Every day, there are dozens of children 
who come to school and find there a 
refuge on campus from the chaos of 
daily life at home. It isn’t a new problem 
by any means, and one that schools 
across the country have experienced 
for decades. 

After all, there are things a school 
can’t exactly control. For instance, they 
can’t make a parent act in a responsible 
manner, and send their youth to classes 
well rested, fed and ready to tackle 
whatever subject matter is coming 
up before them.  

Children who get off the bus at 
school today could ride home later 
in the afternoon and not have a place 
to sleep when they leave one of ten 
campuses across the county, or even 
a home to go to at all.  

The struggle to cover basic necessities 
is daily for dozens of Polk County’s 
youth. Now they have some additional 
help from Polk School District to ensure 
they have what they need to complete 
their education. 

Need something to wear? Or maybe 
there’s not enough food at home to 
go around for everyone? Maybe it’s a 
simple as a blanket and pillow to use 
while they’ve taken up residence on a 
friend’s couch. 

It is the simplest things in life that 
can make a big difference in the success 
and failure of a student. That’s why 

educators are stepping up to ensure 
children of all ages can take home many 
of the resources they don’t have now. 

The Graduate Polk: Student Success 
Center covers a wide ranging area of 
help for children and teens throughout 
the district, and upon it’s official launch 
ahead of the start of the school year was 
already generating excitement from 
area and state officials in other districts 
seeking to do similar programs. 

Assistant Superintendent and Polk 
County College and Career Academy 
CEO Katie Thomas said too the first 
success stories have come about in 
the months since Graduate Polk was 
announced, with a student at both 
Cedartown and Rockmart High Schools 
earning diplomas after they completed 
credit hours utilizing spaces set aside for 
learning at both high school campuses. 

Both completed their coursework 
and received diplomas in August, 
Thomas said. 

“Those are students that normally 
would have been considered a dropout, 
but now were able to earn their high 
school diplomas within the first month 
of school,” Thomas said. 

As of their end of August census, some 
135 students between the two centers at 
Rockmart and Cedartown High Schools 
had utilized clothing closets, and 126 
took home food bags. An additional 138 
students or families also got help from 
the two school’s food pantry. 

Thomas said that within two hours 
of the program launching they had 120 

signups online for students requesting 
help, and after 24 hours the number 
was up to 300 students. 

It’s not just food and clothing. Some 
51 students were also reported to have 
received school supplies between both 
campuses. Even some have taken home 
pillows and blankets to use for bedding. 

And for those who need clean 
clothes, the program has it covered as 
well. Students can fill up laundry bags 
provided by the school, and then that 
is taken care of by Special Education 
students as one of the life skill lessons 
they undertake. 

“It’s going far better than we ever 
expected,” Thomas said. “We’re able 
to serve kids in all areas, from clothing 
to food to academic needs to hygiene 
products. You name it. We’ve been able 
to help kids and families as well.” 

Specific needs for students can also be 
fulfilled by individuals in the community, 
and instead of having to go to the bother 
of shopping and dropping off a donation, 
there’s now an app for that. 

Purposity, as Thomas explained, 
allows for the Graduate Polk program to 
post a list of needed items, say pillows 
or tennis shoes for students. People 
who install the app and sign up to the 
Graduate Polk list can then go through 
an pledge to purchase one of the needed 
items on their own, and everything is 
purchased via Amazon then shipped 
directly to Cedartown or Rockmart High 

HELPING HANDS
Students get help through Graduate Polk

Memorials, this 
weekend on 

anniversary of 
Hearne’s death

Aragon votes for fourth interim chief in 2018

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

On the walls of the Polk 
County Police Department 
are pictures and medals of a 
fallen comrade, of a mother, a 
daughter, a dedicated friend.  

It is hard for fellow officers 
– Chief Kenny Dodd included 
among those who still shed tears 
to this day – to look at the smile 
of Detective Kristen Hearne and 
not feel the pain of her loss, and a 
year later the emotional wounds 
remain fresh. 

“A lot of guys are still sad 
and miss Kristen, including 
myself,” Dodd said. “They are 
still mourning her loss. She is 
still missed very much.” 

This weekend the officers who 
served alongside Det. Hearne 
have a chance to come together 
and share in their grief, and also 
do some good for the community 
as a whole in ceremonies and 
events planned to honor her life 
on Saturday.

That includes a noon ceremony 
at the Law Enforcement 
Memorial outside of Polk County 
Courthouse No. 1 in Cedartown. 
The event will be open to the 
public. The memorial ceremony 
is being organized with the help 
of Polk County Coroner Tony 
Brazier, Litesey Funeral Home 
and the police department. 

Brazier said that he wanted to 
do something to show his love 
and support for the family on the 
anniversary of Hearne’s death, 
and will include a wreath to stand 
in her honor in days following 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The Aragon City Council 
voted unanimously last 
Thursday night to place 
their current interim 
Chief Alison Taulbee on 
administrative leave with 
pay for four weeks while 
waiting for the outcome 
of an investigation.

Mayor Garry Baldwin 
recused himself ahead of 
the vote after a 45-minute 
executive session following 
the conclusion of their 

regular business for the 
month. 

In a statement the 
following morning from the 

city, they did not elaborate 
on the circumstances behind 
the investigation. They did 
say the matter would be 

revisited in four weeks time 
from the listed date, which 
would fall around the time of 
the next city council meeting 
on Thursday, Oct. 18. 

No additional comments 
were offered about the issue, 
a reason for the investigation 
or who would be conducting 
the inquiry. 

Chief Kenny Dodd with 
the Polk County Police 
Department was on hand 
for last night’s meeting, and 
council members did speak 
with him between the work 
session and their regular 
called meeting on Sept. 20. 

Taulbee, who this week 
is at training for chiefs this 
week she paid for herself, 
didn’t wish to comment last 
Friday morning. 

Walmart can’t 
comment on 

Aragon receipt 
due to ‘open 
investigation’

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Walmart officials said an open 
investigation prevents them from 
commenting on files previously 
found at city hall in Aragon that 
included un-cashed checks and 
other documents from the tenure 
of former City Clerk Lori Dunn. 

The Standard Journal reached 
out to Walmart’s corporate media 
relations department to find out 
additional information about the 
check submitted to the City of 
Aragon on June 15, 2012 in the 
amount of $1,000. Additionally, 
information was sought about 
the purchase of four items using 
cash totaling $765.31 on Sept. 
27, 2012 from the Walmart in 
Rockmarton Sept. 27 at 5:46 p.m. 

Both documents were part of 
the hundreds of pages turned 
over to Williamson and Co., and 
no explanation was immediately 
provided for why the check was 
never deposited, or why the 
receipt was included. 

Walmart was specifically asked 
about the specific contents of 

 ♦  Department 
continues to mourn loss 
of Detective killed in line 
of duty

 ♦  Council places 
Taulbee on 
administrative leave 
with pay pending an 
investigation
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Lacey Tuck and PCCCA CEO and Assistant Superintendent Katie Thomas stand in front of an area promoting Gradu-
ate Polk at Rockmart High School, one of the two campuses where resources are available for students districtwide. 
/ Contributed

Council members voted unanimously to place Allison 
Taulbee on administrative leave with pay pending an in-
vestigation, and to place Marc Riley back in the position 
as interim chief on Thursday, Sept. 20, 2018. / Kevin Myrick


