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Students are 
showing just how fun 
summer can be in 
Cedartown at Turner 
Street Park camp

See Page A11

By SEAN WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

There's a saying in Georgia 
that in recent weeks has proved 
itself once again: "Don't like the 
weather? Wait around a while, 
it'll change." 

That happened last week once 
again as local residents experi-
enced sunshine and tempera-
tures up into the 90s on one day, 
and then the heavy downpour 
of showers during the middle of 
thunderstorms the next..

All that rain has on negative 
impact despite the much need-
ed free water for crops, gardens 
and flowers. It raises the levels 
of creeks, streams, lakes and 
rivers across the state, and if 
rain continues day after day, 
those waters top their banks 
and cause property damage.

Polk County's no stranger to 

floodwaters invading homes 
and washing away fields. 

Fortunately, property owners 
can live easy knowing programs 
like the Georgia Flood M.A.P 
Program are in work studying 
communities and determining 
flood risks all over the state. 

The entire state of Georgia is 
mapped out with varying de-
grees of flood threat, but with 
changing landscape and new in-
frastructure, the way rising wa-
ter affects communities is 
changing constantly.  

A June 21 open house  served 
as another PDCC meeting (Pre-
liminary Community Coordina-
tion Meeting) in which officials 
responsible for mapping flood 
areas presented updated flood 
zone data and discussed which 
areas might be in flood risk in 

Public provides comment on Superintendent Search

First work 
session held 
on fire plan 

funding

Aragon 
Zoning Board 
denies gym 

variance

Tyler Williams/Standard Journal

Top: Fireworks capped off the 

annual celebration at Pittman 

Park for the City of Aragon 

during the 43rd annual 

barbecue. 

Right: Local youth joined their 

parents for a weekend of fun 

depite wet weather. 

By KEVIN MYRICK 
Editor

The latest step in the 
process for a local busi-
ness owner who also calls 
the old Aragon School 
gymnasium home is fac-
ing the potential for hav-
ing to find a new place to 
live. 

Aragon's Zoning Board 
of Appeals met with only 
two members, and Melisa 
Hughes was named chair 
before getting into a de-
cision over whether Jud-
son Fee, owner of a local 
trucking company who 
operates his business out 
of the Aragon School gym 
and also lives in a remod-
eled area within, can con-
tinue to live in his resi-
dence due to it's zoning 
being set at C-1. 

That classification of 
zoning makes no previ-
sions for having a resi-
dence within a commer-
cial building, unless the 
owners go through the 
process of seeking a vari-
ance for allowing both 
uses. 

Hughes diverted from 
the board's agenda for 
the public hearing, im-
mediately deciding that 
the board would go 
against the variance re-
quest without following 
the planned course for 
the Monday evening, 
June 19 meeting where 
Judson Fee had signed 
up to speak on the issue, 
along with Doug Ray-
burn. 

She was asked twice 
whether she would allow 
Fee to speak, and said no 
both times. 

"I make my decision 
based on how long this 
has been continued," she 
said. "It's my understand-

Local residents seek stability, 
focus on students in any new 
hire for new Superintendent

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

The Polk County Board of Education 
got to hear the first round of comments 
from local residents who are hoping 
their opinions will help shape the 
search for a new superintendent for 
the school system. 

And it was a meeting that one of those 
speakers, Frank Plant, said was a great 
departure from the norm of how the 
Board of Education usually goes about 
picking their new chief. 

"Has anyone ever been to a meeting 
like this in Polk County? I haven't," said 
Plant. "This is a first for me, that the 

board would be willing to hear the peo-
ple speak before they make a decision."

Tuesday's session allowing for public 
comment in Rockmart about the Super-
intendent search ended with a round 
of applause for the board, and began 
with Board chair Tommy Sanders set-
ting the tone.

"We're here because your opinion 
matters," Sander said. 

And there were plenty of thoughts 
from local residents who wanted to be 
heard about what the Board of Educa-
tion should look for in a new superin-
tendent. 

Four speakers signed up to share 
their thoughts - Plant, Carolyn Wil-
liams, new Rockmart High School Prin-
cipal Robyn Teems, and Wayne Sand-
ers. 

With Rockmart City council member 

Polk welder takes tops at 
SkillsUSA Nationals

Local welding student Ryan Fincher is a national champion, and two 

other students are top ranked in the nation following SkillsUSA. See 

A6 for more information. 

Aragon 
celebrates 
with BBQ

T h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t 
Church of Cedartown is 
holding a Patriotic ser-
vice in honor of service 
men and women within 
the congregation and 
around Polk County. City 
and County officials are 
invited to take part in the 
service being held Sun-
day, July 2 at 11 a.m. Visit 
fbccederartown.org for 
more information.

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 
p.m. from now through 
Thanksgiving. Visit Rock-
martfarmersmarket.com 
for more information 
about vendors and up-
coming classes.

Polk County Police Of-
fice Andy Anderson is 
hoping the local commu-
nity will help raise mon-
ey for the Helping Hands 
Food Pantry by purchas-
ing raffle tickets for a 
Rivergrille Rustler 40-
inch vertical smoker. Sin-
gle tickets are $2, or 3 for 
$5. Contact Anderson at 
the Polk County PD at 
770-748-7331, or stop by 
the office at 73 Cline In-
gram Jackson Road in 
Cedartown, or at the Polk 
County Sheriff's Office 
today. Sales end on July 
13, with a drawing to fol-

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

The Polk County Com-
mission will be bringing 
up the issue again when 
there are more members 
available to discuss what 
might be a way to fund 
the Polk County Fire De-
partment's plans for fu-
ture paid firefighters. 

Only Commission chair 
Marshelle Thaxton and 
commissioner Chuck 
Thaxton were on hand for 
the work session held last 
Thursday to hear about 
plans County Manager 
Matt Denton has formed 
to figure out a future rev-
enue stream for the Fire 
Department. 

It involves the estab-
lishment of a Special Ser-
vice District within the 
county that could charge 
a specific millage rate to 
residents in unincorpo-
rated areas - costing 
around $15 a month on 
average - of what amounts 
to 3.77 mills in separate 
taxes just for the fire de-
partment. The district 
would also include the 
City of Aragon, which no 
longer has its own fire de-
partment and relies off of 
help from  the county and 
the Rockmart Fire De-
partment for service. 

"We considered a fee, 
but we know the legisla-
ture is contemplating 
again next year to enact 
rules that you can't at-
tach fees to a tax bill," 
Denton said. "Even if 
they do, our Tax Commis-
sioner (Kathy Cole) has 
advised me that she will 
not put a fee on our tax 
bills." 

Without support for 
fees on tax bills, Denton 
said the Special Service 
District was likely the 

Local residents get chance 
to see flood maps

Please see Search A2

Kevin Myrick/Standard Journal

Carolyn Williams provided several items she 

and others want to see in a new hire.

By TYLER WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

 After the Field lights have turned 
off, all the fireworks been shot, and 
all the barbecue has been devoured 
the 43rd annual Aragon barbecue 
has came to an end this year. That 
being said this one can be said to be 
a success.

The winners of the Aragon barbe-
cue soft ball tournament for 2017 is 
J Dutton to take home the prize of a 
T-shirt. The Second place team was 
called J Pace; there was ten teams 
total that played this year in the 
tournament.

Marcy Pope has been involved with 
running the Aragon Barbecue as a 

Please see Calendar A12Please see Flood A17
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