
By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Change is visible 
in Rossville. A good 
change, one that should 
make current and 
former residents proud. 

The area around 
ponds near the John 
Ross House is being 
transformed into 
John Ross Commons, 
a landscaped urban 
green space within 
earshot of the heavily 
traveled intersection 
of Rossville Boulevard/
U.S. Highway 27 and 
McFarland Avenue.

“We saw this as 
a site that attracted 
people even 
though it was in 
disrepair,” Rossville 
Redevelopment 
Workshop cofounder 
Elizabeth Wells said. 
This is the first phase, 
an outdoor hub for 
the community, a 
way for the city and 
its residents to see 
themselves in a new 
light.”

Founded in 1905, 
Rossville was a vibrant 
mill town until fire 
destroyed its major 
employer in 1967. And 
for many who worked 

and lived there, it was 
as it the city’s life went 
up in smoke along with 
the former Peerless 
Woolen Mill.

Now, an half-century 

later, ReDev — how 
members refer to 
their redevelopment 
workshop — 
considers the time 
ripe for Rossville’s 

resurrection.
“We are very 

hopeful that this city 
will turn around,” 
Wells said. “We feel 
we have something to 
prove. It is important to 
have a visual symbol of 
our rebranding and this 
will be highly visible.”

Efforts to 
rebuild the city 
— its community 
and economic 
redevelopment — 
include the group’s 
commitment to  
improving the quality 
of life for all Rossville.

Ridgeland High 
School is involved 
in a mural project to 
brighten the cityscape 
and efforts are 
underway to implement 
a multi-year urban 
redevelopment plan. 
Among that plan’s goals 
is  bringing new life to 
vacant buildings in the 
once-thriving but now 
blighted downtown. 
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A double whammy of federal budget 
cuts might force many hospitals, 
particularly those that serve poor or 
rural communities, to scale back services 
or even shut their doors.

The $3.6 billion in cuts this year — $2 
billion from a program that sends federal 
dollars to hospitals that serve a high 
percentage of Medicaid or uninsured 
patients, and $1.6 billion from a drug 
discount program — will have the 
greatest effect on so-called safety net 
hospitals that provide medical care for 
all comers, no matter their ability to pay.

The cuts are in addition to other 
losses of federal funds as a result of 
Congress’ failure to reauthorize spending 

in 2018 on other programs affecting 
many hospitals, including $1.5 billion 
to support community hospitals, a 
combined $370 million for the National 
Health Service Corps and Teaching 
Health Centers, both of which support 
rural hospitals, and $3 billion for the 
“Medicare extenders” program, which 
provides additional funding for isolated, 
low-volume hospitals and other rural 
hospitals.

“They are placing our already fragile 
health system in jeopardy,” said Danne 
Howard, executive vice president of the 
Alabama Hospital Association. “More 
than 90 percent of our rural hospitals are 
already operating in the red. When you 
add further cuts to that, you are creating 

‘Safety Net’ hospitals face budget cuts
Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina and Tennessee to suffer
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By Andy Miller 
Georgia Health News

Georgia received four F’s 
and one C grade for its anti-
tobacco work in the annual 
“State of Tobacco Control’’ 
report, released Jan. 24, by the 
American Lung Association.

The grades mirror those 
the group has given to the 
state for years.

The F’s came in categories 
that included funding for state 
tobacco prevention programs. 
Also flunking in the report 
were Georgia’s coverage and 
access to services to quit 
tobacco; not having 21 as 
a minimum age for sale of 
tobacco products; and the 
state’s level of taxation on 
tobacco products.

Georgia’s relatively low 
tax on cigarettes has been an 
annual target for anti-smoking 
advocates.

The state’s lone C grade 
came for the strength of its 
smoke-free workplace laws.

Tobacco use remains the 
leading cause of preventable 
death and disease in the 

United States and in Georgia.
The adult smoking rate in 

Georgia is 17.9 percent, slightly 
higher than last year’s figure, 
and above the national average 
of 16.4 percent. The high school 

smoking rate is 10.8 percent, 
also above the national mark.

Tobacco causes more 
than 11,600 deaths in Georgia 
annually, and its direct health 
care costs in the state amount 
to more than $3 billion a year, 
the report said.

The Lung Association 
pointed out that Georgia has 
the third-lowest tobacco tax in 
the U.S., at 37 cents per pack. 
The average state tax is $1.72 
per pack, according to the Lung 
Association.

A hike in the cigarette tax 
has been proposed in past 
Georgia General Assembly 
sessions, where opposition 
to tax increases in general is 
strong. Currently, there doesn’t 
appear to be any political 
momentum to raise the levy in 
this year’s legislative session.

As in past, Georgia gets poor grades 

on smoking, anti-tobacco survey
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