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By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

It’s been long-rumored that the 
popular Publix supermarket chain 
has been planning to open a store in 

Fort Oglethorpe, and representatives 

from the chain confirmed that plan 

this week.

Official signage was recently 

erected at the lot near the corner of 

Dietz Road and Battlefield Parkway, 

revealing the planned development 

for Boynton Ridge Plaza, which 

includes the Publix logo.

On Friday, Publix Media & 

Community Relations Manager 

Brenda Reid spoke about the new 

location, a possible timetable, and 

the creation of jobs in the area.

“We do have a site confirmed 
there in Fort Oglethorpe. It’s a 
45,000-square-foot site,” Reid said. 
“From what I’m looking at, it has a 
target opening date of late August or 
early September.” 

In addition to creating job 
opportunities within the city, Reid 

says the company will also put a 
strong emphasis on becoming a big 
part of the community. 

“Traditionally we’re talking about 
125 jobs with our stores,” Reid said. 
“When we open a store, we look for it 
to become a great community partner 
through youth programs, hunger 
programs, and education. We look 
forward to being a new partner in 
the market and hopefully supporting 
those types of programs in the 
community.”

While Reid couldn’t give an exact 
date for a possible groundbreaking, 
Fort Oglethorpe city officials say 
they’re preparing for the chains 
arrival in town. 

“We expect a building permit 
to be pulled by the developer for 
Publix within the next week or so,” 
said Fort Oglethorpe City Manager 
Jennifer Payne-Simpkins.

Publix, a Florida-based 
supermarket chain, already has 
stores in neighboring Tennessee in 
East Brainerd, North Chattanooga, 
Hixson, Ooltewah, and Cleveland.

Staff report

A 
judge has 
temp-
orarily 
halted the 
county’s 
attempt to 
transfer 
The 
Catoosa 
County 
News’ legal organ 
status to an out-of-state 
newspaper.

Senior Superior 
Court Judge Adele 
Grubbs of Marietta 
issued an injunction 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
effectively stopping 
the transfer, which was 
scheduled to take place 
Jan. 1, 2018.

Three Catoosa 
County constitutional 
officers — Sheriff Gary 

Sisk, Probate Court 

Judge Jeff Hullender 

and Superior Court 

Clerk Tracy Brown 

— want to turn CCN’s 

legal advertising over 

to the Times Free Press 

(TFP), a newspaper in 

Chattanooga, Tenn.

Grubbs was brought 

in to hear the case 

because Georgia law 

prohibits a county’s 
judge from presiding 
when it involves 
another judge in the 
circuit.

CCN’s attorney, Bob 
Berry of Rome, Ga., 
argued during a hearing 
Friday, Dec. 22, that 
granting legal organ 
status to TFP would 

cause “”irreparable 
harm” to the CCN. 
“Within a short period 
of time, ... The Catoosa 
County News would go 
out of business,” Berry 
told the judge.

Legal ads are 
a major source of 
revenue for most 
local newspapers. 
They include notices 
such as sheriff’s 
sales, probate court 
citations, bankruptcies, 
foreclosures, and 
more, which is why the 
decision on legal organ 
status is left to the 
sheriff, probate judge 
and Superior Court 
clerk.

Berry said that even 
if the CCN won on an 
injunction on appeal to 
a higher court, which 
could takes months, the 
newspaper “would not 
be able to come back.”

Granting an 
injunction will not 
harm the county 
financially, Berry said.

County Attorney 
Chad Young argued 
that CCN’s claim of 
“financial harm” isn’t 

Injunction

granted
Judge halts transfer

of legal ads to

out-of-state paper
The long-rumored Publix Supermarket coming to Fort Oglethorpe is moving 

closer to fruition as signage for the store’s development has been erected at the 

corner of Dietz Road and Battlefield Parkway. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Publix talks about 

supermarket that’s 

coming to Fort

Oglethorpe

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Fort Oglethorpe 
is one of four 
communities chosen 
by The Thrive 
Regional Partnership 
and the Lyndhurst 
Foundation, both 
based in Chattanooga, 
to participate in a 
10-month program 
devoted to “creative 
placemaking and 
design-thinking” with 
the goal of learning 
how to build on its “arts 
and culture assets.”

The public is invited 
to participate in the 
process beginning 
January 11 at a meeting 
with experts from 
Chattanooga-based 
Bridge Innovate, a 
company devoted to 
teaching and helping 
businesses and 
communities grow and 
change. The goal is to 
identify assets within 

the community that can 
be defined as “arts and 
culture” and develop 
ways to highlight those 
assets to the benefit of 
the city’s residents and 
visitors.

After completing 
the course, Fort 
Oglethorpe will be 
eligible to receive 
as much as $20,000 

from the Lyndhurst 
Foundation to bring to 
life an arts and culture 
project planned during 
training.

The other 
communities chosen 
for this second round of 
Thriving Communities 
are all in Tennessee – 
Athens, Decatur and 
Whitwell.

The first round of 
Thriving Communities, 
in 2016, focused on 
three Georgia cities 
and one Tennessee 
city. Rossville used its 
learning and funding 
to enhance the area 
around the John 
Ross house. Dalton 
committed to creating 
an outdoor performing 

arts space using its 
newfound knowledge 
and a gift of $1 million 
from a local resident 
who was inspired by 
the project. Chatsworth 
built a new band 
shell in a city park, 
and Cleveland, Tenn., 
established Back Alley 
Park in its downtown 
region.

One of the benefits 
of the Thrive Regional 
Partnership, according 
to its website, is that it 
inspires people within 
communities to get 
more involved and to 
invest resources to 
keep up growth and 
innovation even after 
the project period is 
over.

Citizens can 
participate by 
attending the initial 
meeting on Jan. 11 from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at 
City Hall, 500 City Hall 
Drive, Fort Oglethorpe.

The Thrive Regional Partnership, the Lyndhurst Foundation, and Bridge 

Innovate come together to help communities make themselves into better 

places; Fort Oglethorpe has been chosen for their 2018 program.

Public invited to help Fort 

Oglethorpe thrive beginning Jan. 11
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