
By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Like flooding after heavy rains, 
residents who rely on Water County 
Water & Sewerage Authority are 
becoming accustomed to steadily 
rising water rates.

For the second year in a row the 
WCWSA board of directors approved 
rate hikes: about 36 percent last 
year and about 26 percent begin-
ning Aug. 1, 2018.

Not only did last year’s rate 
increase boost the base rate, it also 
eliminated WCWSA not charging for 
the first 1,000 gallons of metered 
water.

A recent notice to customers 
states:
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Kendall Schoelles harvests oysters from the Apalachicola Bay in 2010. The oyster industry has collapsed in recent years 
because of the increasing salinity of the bay. / Red Huber/Orlando Sentinel/MCT via Getty Images

By Rebecca Beitsch 
Stateline/The Pew Charitable 
Trusts

Florida and Georgia have 
been arguing about the 
water that flows into the 
Apalachicola Bay for three 
decades, about as long as 
Tommy Ward and his fam-
ily have been selling oysters 
from the bay.

Florida says Georgia 
draws more than its fair 
share of water from the Flint 
and Chattahoochee rivers 
before they fuse to create 
the Apalachicola River. 
Georgia uses the water to 
supply thirsty Atlanta and 
the vast farmland south 
of the metropolis. But its 
disruption of the freshwater 
flow has increased the 
salinity of the bay and the 
number of oyster-eating 
predators, which are able 
to thrive in saltier water.

The result: The virtual 
collapse of the oyster 

industry in Apalachicola 
Bay.

Gone is the era when 50 
oyster boats could haul in 
more than 700 pounds of 
oysters each after a day 
on the bay. Now the only 
oysters Ward sells are those 

he grows in cages. His oyster 
distribution business, which 
has been in his family for 
three generations, has had 
to diversify, selling seafood 
generally. “We’ve gone from 
selling 100 percent oysters 
to about zero percent to be 

truthful with you,” he said.
To increase water flow 

into the bay, Florida in 2013 
asked the U.S. Supreme 
Court to cap Georgia’s 
water usage at 1992 levels, 

As state ‘Water Wars’ get 
salty, oysters get a say
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The Dutch government will 
establish a diplomatic office in 
Atlanta to serve five Southeastern 
states — Georgia, Alabama, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and North 
Carolina — now covered by the 
consulate in Miama. 

Earlier this month,  officials 
said a consul general to head 
this, the fifth such consulate in 
the United State, will be selected 
this summer and a counsulate 
should open in the Atlanta area 
sometime this fall. 

Trade and investments 
between the Netherlands and 
the five states that fall within 

the new Atlanta Consulate 
General provide about 80,000 
jobs and create about $3.7 billion 
in exports to the Netherlands.

Business and government 
officials have noted similarities 
between the Port of Rotterdam 
and Amsterdam’s Schipol Airport 
as European import-export 
centers and Georgia’s  Port of 
Savannah and Jackson-Hartsfield 
Airport in Atlanta. 

“The economic ties between 
the Netherlands and the United 
States are strong. Atlanta is a 
natural home for a new Dutch 

The Netherlands to open Atlanta consulate

A man kayaks down the Chattahoochee River near Atlanta. / AP-David Goldman

See SALTY, A8

The newest diplomatic office of the Netherlands will soon open in Atlanta, primarily 
to better serve economic ties between Dutch firms and five Southeastern states. / 
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Registered vot-
ers can cast bal-
lots in advance 
of the July 24 
runoff election 
at the Walker 
County Board of 
Registrations 
and Elections 
Office weekdays 
through Friday, 
July 20. No sat-
ellite offices will 
be open for this 
election. All ad-
vance voting will 
take place in 
Room 110 on 
the first floor of 
the Walker 
County Court-
house, 103 
South Duke St., 
LaFayette, be-
tween the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m.

Water rates rising, again

See RATE, A3

Walker County Water & Sewerage Authority is leasing two portable filtration units 
to treat potable water at the treatment plant on Lee Clarkson Road. / Mike O’Neal


