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Come join the fun 
next weekend at Anna 
Kresge Memorial United 
Methodist Church on 
Saturday, April 13 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. for 
Brunch with the Bunny. 
The event will include 
the opportunity for 
youth to enjoy fun and 
games, bunny-shaped 
pancakes and photo 
opportunities with the 
Easter Bunny. Call the 
church at 770-748-4308 
for more information.

Join the Second Bap-
tist Church in Cedar-
town for their annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on 
April 20 starting at 
11:30 a.m. There will 
be free food, bounce 
houses,  egg hunts, 
and prizes for all age 
groups of kids. Regis-
ter and find more infor-
mation at www.sbced-
artown.org.

Give a child a safe 
place to go after school 
and learn valuable les-
sons about community, 
life and academics by 
getting involved in 
the Boys & Girls Club 
of Northwest Georgia 
in Cedartown. Visit 
their center at 321 E. 
Queen St., Cedartown 
from 2:30 to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays and bring 
your children ages 5-18 
for afternoon activities. 
For more information 
on how to participate 
or volunteer, call our 
office at 770-749-0869 
or email asams@bgc-
nwga.org.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Polk County Sheriff Johnny Moats 
wants to improve security at the Polk 
County Courthouses.

In order to do so, it is his hopes that 
officials can come together in the months 
ahead to find solutions on how to fix 
problems at the two buildings in down-
town Cedartown and keep everyone 
safe within.

His problem in short comes down to 
this: as the number of court sessions 
grows within the county, so does the 
requirements of manpower that is 
needed at security checkpoints at the 
front doors of both courthouses, as well 
within the courtrooms themselves. The 
Sheriff is responsible for the security 
at both the Polk County Courthouses.

Add to that a growing list of docu-
ments to serve to people, prisoners to 
transport from around the state, and 
no additional funds readily available 
for new deputies to provide the secu-
rity needed to his list as well. Which 

presents him with a difficult choice: 
have deputies out in the field serving 
papers or making arrests on outstand-
ing warrants, or have them tied up at 
the courthouses for hours on end.

“We’ve been working in my office to 
figure out how to make the courthouse 
more secure, and actually do it with a 
little less manpower than what we’ve 
got,” Moats said during a special called 
County Public Safety committee met-
ing last week. “Right now with the two 
courthouses not conjoined, it leaves us 
with two separate courthouses to pro-
tect, and it takes a lot more manpower, 
and we can consolidate it.”

So his hopes were that with stake-
holders and court officials gathered 
together for the meeting, they might be 
able to begin coming up with solutions 
to outstanding security problems. One 
idea he hopes will come of it is consoli-
dating courtroom time for the public 
and those charged into one building 
at a time.

Ideas for courthouse improvements sought at Public Safety session

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Local educators at the Polk County 
College and Career Academy got a good 
grade from officials appointed by the 
state to determine how the program 
within Cedartown and Rockmart High 
Schools are performing some five years 
after forming.

Polk County College and Career Acad-
emy CEO and Assistant Superintendent 
Katie Thomas said after the state offi-
cials wrapped up tours and meetings 
with staff and community members, 
the PCCCA received a positive review 
from the state team.

“The response that we’ve received 
so far has been nothing but positive,” 
Thomas said. “It’s been an opportu-
nity for us to show off all the wonder-
ful things we have in Polk County.”

That team — brought in from Floyd 
County and Cobb County — got a chance 
to tour the two facilities at Cedartown 
and Rockmart High Schools, including 
the new Agriculture Education build-
ing at Rockmart High School set to 
officially open this week on Friday.

The state-appointed review team 
also sat down with business, govern-
ment, education and community part-
ners to hear what they had to say about 
the PCCCA.

Those discussion with officials ranged 
from how the PCCCA has helped stu-
dents get placed into future careers 
through partnerships with local indus-
tries like The HON Company, Miura, 
the Polk County Water Authority and 
many more. Local officials also got a 
chance to share the success stories of 
students in the Graduate Polk program 
begun this year and with Kennesaw 
State University’s Upward Bound pro-
gram started in 2018.

Local officials involved in the pro-
gram also praised efforts of educators 
to give students opportunities outside 
of the traditional education path to suc-
ceed and come out of high school with 
job opportunities right here at home.

Thomas said the results of the visit 
were that the report came back with 
no needed actions required for change 
or improvements from the state, and 
that the PCCCA is a “model for the 
state of Georgia” in how educators 
should approach the College and 
Career Academy model.

“I cannot be more proud of the 
teachers and the students,” Thomas 
said after the visit.

She added in a follow-up email to 
officials that “the report boasted of 
Polk County’s efforts in education 
that have us leading the way in the 
state of Georgia and for that I could 
not be more proud.”

Thomas said she was thankful for 
the community and business lead-
ers for embracing what the school 
system is trying to achieve with the 
Polk County College and Career Acad-
emy, and hoped that when it comes 
time for another five year review, 
they’ll have even more improvements 
and positive outcomes to share with 
the state.

Staff reports

It was all about the fun this week-
end for local youth in the grassy 
field behind Family Savings Credit 
Union in Rockmart, where dozens 
of children got to gather up eggs 
during an opening egg hunt for 
the Easter season.

The bank invited out families 
from the community to come take 
part and provided around 3,000 
Easter eggs according to branch 
manager Ryan Robinson. They 
also provided fun and games for 
youth and opportunities to hang 
out with the Easter Bunny prior 
to the start of the April 6 hunt.

Robinson said that he was thank-
ful for the positive turnout for the 

Staff  reports

No child should ever 
have to worry about 
whether someone is 
going to hurt them at 
home. Yet on a daily 
basis youth both locally 
and around the nation 
still suffer at the hands 
of parents or guardians 
who claim their love for 
them, but instead use 
violence of action and 
words to cause great 
harm.

It is a crime the com-
munity can do some-
thing about, and is why 
everyone should put in 
their efforts now to pro-
tect a child from such 
abuse and help others 
remember that April is 
National Child Abuse 
Awareness Month.

Last week, the City 
of Cedartown joined in 
that remembrance and 
invited local officials 

from the Tallapoosa 
Circuit Juvenile Court, 
the circuit’s CASA, and 
more to plant blue pin-
wheels in front of City 
Hall at the property’s 
corner facing East Ave-
nue.

Tal lapoosa  Judi -
c i a l  C i r c u i t  C h i e f 
Juvenile Court Judge 
Laura Lundy Wheale, 
Polk-Haralson Court 
A p p o i n t e d  S p e c i a l 
Advocate (CASA) Exec-
utive Director Belinda 

Bentley, Advocacy Coor-
dinator Jennifer O’Neal, 
and Haley and Andi-
Grace Kiser spent the 
morning of April  3 
arranging the pinwheels 
on the City Hall lawn.

The problem of child 
abuse and neglect is not 
small. According to fig-
ures provided by reports 
from federal figures cre-
ated by the Department 
of Health and Human 
Services, they estimated 
that 1,720 children died 
in the 2017 fiscal year 
as a result of abuse or 
neglect across the coun-
try. That figure was on 
the rise from 2013 to 
2017, going from more 
than 1,500 children who 
died to more than 1,700 
on an annual basis over 
five years, and that is 
a rate of per 100,000 
children.

Remembering children who need our help

College 
and Career 
Academy 
gets good 
grade in state 
assessment

Security at 
the Polk 
County 
Courthouse 
was top on 
the list for 
local officials.
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Hopping into Easter fun
Family Savings Credit Union in Rockmart hosts youth for egg hunt ahead of Easter

Local youth got to visit with the Easter Bunny during a Family Savings Credit Union egg hunt in Rockmart on 
April 6. / Kevin Myrick

Thousands of eggs were spread out for local youth to pickup during the 
Family Savings Credit Union egg hunt on April 6.See EGG HUNT, A8

Pinwheels go up as reminder of National Child Abuse Awareness Month

Officials gathered together last week to place pinwheels in 
front of Cedartown’s City Hall building to help draw attention 
to National Child Abuse Prevention Month. / Kevin Myrick

See PINWHEELS, A16

See SESSION, A15


