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Lady Jackets headed down 
south for Round 2 against 
Rutland

Sports/C1 

Student athletes to com-
pete at Special Olympics

Gordon Life/B1

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

3 stops, 5 meth arrests

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun Police Department of-
ficers arrested five different indi-
viduals between Friday and Sat-
urday on methamphetamine and 
other drug charges stemming from 
three unrelated incidents.

The first situation began at about 
6:45 p.m. on Friday when a Calhoun 
police officer approached a pickup 
truck parked on private property 
behind an electric sub station on 
C.L. Moss Parkway.

According to police and Gor-
don County Jail records, Candace 
Annette Cromer, 37, of 2721 E. 

Hermitage Road, Kingston, and 
Donald Lamar Hayes, 56, of 476 
Union Grove Church Road, Calhoun, 

were both charged with possession 

 ♦ Calhoun Police officers arrested five on methamphetamine 
and other charges in three different incidents. 

Ideal Meals 
opens new 
location
By Kelcey Caulder 
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Just over two weeks ago, a new 
prepared meal service opened its 
doors on downtown Calhoun’s 
West Line Street. Ideal Meals’ new 
location marks the first physical 
expansion of a business that be-
gan in Rome three years ago and 
has since won three consecutive 
Rome News-Tribune “Best of” 
awards for meal prep services.

The idea of turning meal prep-
ping into a business was not some-
thing that seemed obvious to 
Ideal Meals co-owner Amanda 
DeWitt in the beginning. She pre-
pared meals in advance for her-
self and her family, but it wasn’t 
until others began to notice and 
ask her to do the same for them 
that she realized it was something 
she could do professionally. She 
teamed up with co-owner Casey 
Gray, who also had an interest in 
healthy cooking and meal prep-
ping, and the two got to work mak-
ing menus and finding clients.

Gray said everything grew by 
word of mouth in the beginning 
and that she and DeWitt were 
surprised by how quickly they 
developed a strong base of cli-
ents both in Rome and in other 
places, like Gordon County. Ideal 
Meals became so successful that 
they purchased a refrigerated 
van and traveled multiple days 
a week to Calhoun, Cartersville, 
Summerville and Cedartown.

“We were coming here all the 
time. I mean, we had 100 people 
ordering here,” Gray said of Cal-
houn. “So, we decided that we 
should start looking for a space 
in this area.”

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun Mayor Jimmy 
Palmer and members of 
the Calhoun City Council 
welcomed the members of 
the current Calhoun Gor-
don Youth Leadership Class 
during their regular meet-
ing Monday evening.

Seniors representing all 
four local high schools com-
prise the class in the Gordon 

County Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual program. 
Palmer asked each of the 
several dozen students, 
and the program advisers, 
to introduce themselves 
during the meeting.

Palmer also recognized 
that the program is in its 
26th year and that more 
than 1,200 students have 
participated over the years.

Nichol Linn with the 
chamber’s Youth Leader-

ship Committee said the 
students will, among other 
things, attend meetings of 
the Calhoun City Council 
and Gordon County Board 
of Commissioners, visit the 
state Capitol, learn about 
local emergency services, 
businesses, hospitals and 
participate in an outdoor 
adventure.

The students in the pro-
gram include: Maggie An-
derson, Ella Bennett, Carter 

Blackstock, Brooke Childs, 
Gage Darby, Lauren De-
Foor, Kinsey Dennis, Drew 
Eickman, Tylor Einhellig, 
Vivianne Funes, Andrew 
Gallman, Yesenia Garcia, 
Lillian Glass, Katlyne Green, 
Aubrey Green, Ashley Hart-
ness, Kaige Hegarty, Ari-
ana Hernandez, Amelia 
Hunt, Cooper Hunt, Ann 
Fogle Jones, Mary-Kathryn 

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

The Gordon County Republicans honored 
former Calhoun mayor and Georgia House 
of Representatives member John Meadows, 
who served on behalf of the 5th District before 
his death in 2018, at their meeting on Thurs-
day evening.

Meadows’ wife, Marie, his son-in-law, brother, 
and sister-in-law were present at the recogni-
tion ceremony, as were Representatives Matt 
Barton, Jason Ridley and Rick Jasperse, who 
spoke about the man they remembered for his 
humor, love of golf, dedication to family, and 

ability to “use reason to be effective.”
Dianne Kirby, who knew John when they 

were children because he was friends with her 
older brother, also spoke about her memories 
of him. She recalled times they spent togeth-
er in their youth and the way she was always 
able to get the boys to let her play with them 
by threatening to tattle on them. One story in 
particular, about lifting weights when they were 
children, brought a round of laughter.

“They were nine years older than I am, so 
I learned real fast that all it took was me say-
ing, ‘Guys, I’m gonna go tell Daddy what you’re 

Calhoun youth leaders gather for 26th year

Council hosts Youth 
Leadership Class

Locals pay tribute to Meadows

Daniel Bell

Members of the Youth Leadership class and the Calhoun City Council pose for a photo Monday following the 
council’s meeting.
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John Meadows’ family received a tribute to honor the life and 
legacy of the former Mayor and state representative at a 
Gordon County Republicans event on Thursday. Pictured: 
Meadows’ son-in-law Ashley Williams, wife Marie Meadows, 
brother Mike Meadows, and sister-in-law Patty Meadows.
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