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Community
Members of 
Calhoun’s Aranda 
family sit in Good 
Morning America’s 
front row of audience 
members.

News
The Gordon County Board of 
Commissioners re-elects Becky 
Hood and Chad Steward as 
chairwoman and vice chairman, 
respectively. 

Sports
Calhoun’s girls and boys 
collect two region wins 
at home, while Gordon 
Central also notches 
another impressive victory 
on Tuesday. 
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Young  
Artists

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

This artwork is from So-
noraville High School se-
nior Cheyenne Cloud� 

This artwork is from So-
noraville High School soph-
omore Veda Grizzard� 

This artwork is from So-
noraville High School fresh-
man Kyrsten Dyer�
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GSP: Alcohol 
plays factor in 
head‑on wreck

 ♦ An Adairsville 
woman faces charges 
of DUI and serious 
injury by vehicle 
following a two-vehicle 
wreck on Ga. 53 near 
Farmville Road earlier 
this week.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

An Adairsville woman has 
been charged with DUI and 
serious injury by vehicle after 
a Georgia State Patrol inves-
tigation determined alcohol 
was a contributing factor in 
a head-on wreck earlier this 
week on Ga. 53 near Farm-
ville Road.

According to GSP reports:
Loretta Phillips, 44, of 

Adairsville, is also charged 
with failure to maintain a 
lane, driving on the wrong 
side of the road, open con-
tainer violation and no proof 
of insurance. Additional 
charges to those filed Thurs-
day are possible as the GSP 
investigation continues. Phil-
lips had not been arrested 
as of Thursday afternoon.

Phillips and the driver 
of the vehicle she collided 
with — Gina Ward, 29, of 
Calhoun, — were both seri-
ously injured. Phillips was 
airlifted to Erlanger Hospital 
in Chattanooga, but was not 
listed on the patient roster 
Wednesday. Ward was taken 
to Hamilton Medical Center 
in Dalton, and was in good 
condition Wednesday.

Phillips was driving a 2011 
Kia Soul westbound on Ga. 
53 when she crossed the cen-
terline and struck Ward’s 
2005 Hyundai Santa Fe head 
on. Ward was driving the 
Hyundai eastbound on Ga. 
53 and had one passenger 
in the car.

Both Phillips and Ward 
were entrapped in their vehi-
cles following the wreck. The 
Gordon County Fire Depart-
ment removed both women 
from their damaged cars. The 
passenger in the Hyundai 
was not seriously injured. 

Pictured are the Calhoun Area Writers, who meet once a month and also have yearly projects they facilitate, including 
the Northwest Georgia Writers Conference� / Contributed

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

When Karli Land pub-
lished her first book, “Baby 
Don’t Cry,” in 2014, she 
realized that she didn’t 
have much of a platform 
in Calhoun for promoting 
and marketing it. And due 
to a lack of writers’ groups 
in the Calhoun area, Land 
decided to start one.

She had previously been 
attending groups in Ken-
nesaw and Rome, but she 
wanted something a bit 
more local. So in 2014, she 
founded Calhoun Area Writ-
ers, not knowing how many 
people would be interested.

“We started off with 16 
members, and now we 
are up to 40. It’s grown 

so much over the last few 
years,” Land said, adding 
she’s had a lot of help from 
organizations like the Har-

ris Arts Center, the Volun-
tary Action Center and Rock 
Bridge Community Church. 
“It’s just taken off.”

The CAW, a nonprofit 
organization, meets the third 
Friday of every month in the 
VAC conference room from 
6-7:30 p.m. and welcomes 
anyone interested. And Land, 
the founder and president 
of the group, is not alone in 
facilitating those meetings. 
The group’s Vice President 
Amber Lanier-Nagle and Sec-
retary Millicent Flake also 
help run the group. Recently, 
members have even been 
stepping up and planning the 
monthly sessions, bringing 
in guest speakers or lectur-
ing themselves. 

CAW has members from 
not only Gordon County, 
but also members from 
all over Georgia and even 
across state borders. And 
though members have to pay 
a yearly $40 fee, they get to 
participate in author events, 
critique groups, the forma-
tion of the group’s anthol-
ogy and blog, group parties 
and book promotion. 

Sanctuary for local writers

Calhoun Area Writers President Karli Land (left) stands with 
Vice President Amber Nagle, who holds a copy of one of 
Land’s books, “Made to Move�” / Contributed

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

“There are three things I like to talk about,” 
said Calhoun native Jim Lay, “And those are 
Calhoun, Turkey and when I slept in the White 
House.”

Lay, who has lived in Calhoun for a majority 
of his life and is very involved in his local com-
munity, was recently featured in a series discuss-

ing what it was like to grow up in Calhoun in the 
1940s. And following some time away, Lay came 
back to his hometown to work for Calhoun 
City Schools and serve on the board of the 
Gordon County Historical Society.

But one of the stories he shared with 
the Calhoun Times during his interview 
depicted an experience that not many 
people can say they’ve had: spending the 
night in the White House. More specifi-
cally, sleeping in President Lincoln’s bed.

“I sat at the president’s desk in the Oval 
Office, we went swimming in the pool and 
I literally sat in every chair in the White House 
just to say that I did,” he said.

When asked how he was able to do this, Lay 
explained how President Jimmy Carter came to Cal-

houn during his presidency with his family, includ-
ing his son Jack and daughter-in-law Judy. In fact, 

the Carters attended Sunday school at First 
Baptist Church on Easter Sunday in 1977.

Lay recalls how members had to have 
tickets to get into church on that day and 
secret service men followed the presiden-
tial family wherever they went. During 
the Carters’ visit to town, Lay was able to 
talk with Edna Langford, Judy’s mother, 
about potentially visiting the White House.

And the next time Langford made a 
trip to Washington, D.C., for a party, she 

invited Lay to tag along. Lay invited two of his 
sisters and they drove up together.

Calhoun native Jim Lay recalls a night in the White House
 ♦ He shares his experience when he 

had the opportunity to spend a night in 
the White House after connecting with 
President Carter’s relatives.

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com 

With Tuesday’s state House Dis-
trict 5 special election now behind 
them, the campaigns of Republi-

cans Jesse Vaughn 
and Matt Barton were 
extended for another 
month, with the can-
didates now heading 
back out to push their 
messages to voters 
before their Feb. 5 
runoff. 

The runoff — to 
decide which candi-
date will fill the seat left open after 
the death of Rep. John Meadows 
— pits the two top vote getters in 
a six-candidate field against each 
other. Vaughn finished with 33.72 

percent of the 3,520 
votes cast in the spe-
cial election to Bar-
ton’s 23.15 percent.

A runoff was the 
anticipated scenario 
both Vaughn and Bar-
ton expected heading 
into Tuesday, center-
ing their attention on 
just being one of the 

two to secure a spot in it. Now with 
that accomplished, both candidates 
are encouraging voters to get out and 
hear what they have to say about 
their policies. 

“It’s too important to not hear 
what we have to say,” said Barton, 
the owner of courier business which 
focuses on the healthcare indus-
try, in making the case for voters 
to ask questions and get to know 
both candidates. 

Vaughn, a local attorney who 
opened his own law firm in town 
more than a decade ago, shared in 
message of casting this election as 
one of extreme importance to Gor-
don and Murray counties, as well 
as Northwest Georgia as a whole. 

Extending campaigns
 ♦ Republicans Matt Barton 

and Jesse Vaughn speak on the 
importance of their runoff for 
the state House District 5 seat 
and the need for voters to listen 
in over the coming weeks. 

See RUNOFF, A3

See WRITERS, A5

See LAY, A7
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Barton
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 ♦ The Calhoun Area 
Writers group, 
founded four years 
ago, continues to 
grow.


