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Young 
Artists

Photo by Jaden Lowery, an 
eighth-grader at Red Bud 
Middle School

Photo by Katie Patterson, 
an eighth-grader at Red 
Bud Middle School

The Calhoun Times is looking to feature 

student artwork in our Young Artists sec-

tion. Pictures of artwork can be emailed 

to Managing Editor Daniel Bell at DBell@

CalhounTimes.com. Please keep photos 

in their original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the name 

of the student, their grade and the school 

they attend.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

A Calhoun man is in jail, accused of trafficking 
in heroin and methamphetamine, after a depu-
ty with Gordon County Sheriff’s Office stopped 
his truck on Wednesday near the intersection 
of Red Bud Road and Warrior Path.

According to GCSO and jail re-
cords: Jonathan Taylor Johnson, 
41, of 100 Thomas St., Calhoun, 
was charged with manufacture/
sell/dispense/distribute of hero-
in, manufacture/sell/dispense/
distribute of methamphetamine, 
and trafficking in illegal drugs.

A Gordon County deputy stopped 
Johnson at about 10:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday morning and a search 
of the suspect’s pickup truck turned up drugs 
with an estimated street value of more than 
$5,000.

Johnson remained in jail on Thursday pend-
ing bond.

That arrest was one of several that occurred 
in the area on Wednesday related to metham-
phetamine. Chief Deputy Robert Paris said dep-
uties executed several warrants for individuals 
wanted on charged related to the drug.

The sheriff’s office arrested Melissa Ann 
Fletcher, 38, of 448 Artesian Well Road, Cal-
houn, and charged her with possession of meth-
amphetamine and two counts of sell of meth-
amphetamine.

 ♦ Several other people are arrested on 
methamphetamine charges in 
unrelated incidents. 

Mud 
volleyball 
set for 
Saturday

 ♦ The annual 
tournament supports 
the Sarah Williams 
Youth Foundation and 
its projects.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

There will be mud.
That’s the promise of Bob 

Williams regarding the an-
nual Sarah Williams Memo-
rial Mud Volleyball tourna-
ment, set for Saturday at the 
Recreation Department on 
McDaniel Station Road in 
Calhoun. Captains will meet 
at 8:15 a.m. and play will be-
gin 45 minutes later.

The event is the major fun-
draiser for the Sarah Williams 
Youth Foundation, named in 
honor of Williams’ daughter 
who died following a lengthy 
battle with cancer.

Money raised from the event 
will benefit several of the orga-
nization’s projects, said Wil-
liams, including scholarships 
at all three local high schools, 
donations to the Coulter Han-
son Foundation and Sarah’s 
Snacks, a program that al-
lows the Williams family to 
ensure children begin treated 
at the Children’s Hospital at 
Erlanger receive snacks dur-
ing their stays. A donation is 
also given to the Sonoraville 
High School volleyball team 
in appreciation for their as-
sistance with the event.

“It’s just about the com-
munity coming together to 
help one another,” Williams 
said of the tournament. “Ev-
erybody has a good time, and 
it’s a good fundraiser for us. 
It pretty much funds all our 
projects throughout the year.”

Williams said this year’s 
tournament should raise about 
$9,000, a marked improve-
ment compared to last year.

The action will feature 18 
teams playing on multiple mud-
dy courts. Fire trucks will turn 
out early to prepare the fields. 

By Kelcey Caulder 
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Former Calhoun City 
Schools student Caleb Hayes 
had no way of knowing that 
his passion for music would 
lead him to finding both 
international victory and 
lifelong friendships when 
his mother first introduced 
him to singing, but that is 
exactly what happened.

In June, Hayes and three 
other members of the Wild-
fire Quartet (Stephen Gold-
man, Harrison Cooke and 
Kevin Mendez) beat out 
19 other singing quartets 
from around the world to 
take home first place in the 
Next Generation Barbershop 
Varsity Quartet Contest. 
The experience, according 
to Hayes, was “surreal.”

“Winning the compe-
tition has been a dream 
of mine since I was in the 
seventh grade, so to sit in 
the audience and hear our 
score and names called out, 

I was in disbelief,” Hayes 
said. “I was absolutely in 
awe of what was going on. 
It was incredible.”

Hayes’ mention of sev-
enth grade is no accident. 
That year marked the mo-
ment he knew music would 
forever be part of his life.

“That is when I was intro-
duced to theater and chorus, 
which is really when music 
became a true passion for 

me. I wasn’t thinking of 
it as just something to do 
anymore,” Hayes said. “It 
was something I was good 
at and it started becoming 
more and more important 
in my life. The more I per-
formed and sang, the more 
I loved it.”

He credits local teachers 
Casey Parker, Julia Leggett 
and Dana Plunkett with fos-
tering his growth during that 

time and for “showing me 
what I could really do with 
music if I put my heart in it.”

“They exposed me to new 
styles of music and encour-
aged me to try new things. 
They gave me some of my 
first big opportunities to per-
form and that’s something 
I’ll always be thankful for,” 
Hayes said. “There are a lot 
of people who have shown 
me a lot but, without them 
and without God blessing 
me with the ability to do this 
stuff, I wouldn’t be anywhere 
close to where I am now.”

As a student at Calhoun 
Middle School, he partic-
ipated in musical theater 
and the school choir. 

He also began attending 
the Barbershop Harmony 
Society’s annual Dixie Dis-
trict summer camp, where 
he trained with other young 
musicians from Alabama, 
eastern Arkansas, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. 

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College’s new 
president stopped by the 
Gordon County campus on 
Wednesday to talk shop with 
the people who work there.

Heidi Popham, who had 
been executive vice presi-
dent at GNTC, took over as 
president of the college last 
month. She said on Wednes-

day that she’s beginning to 
settle in and is enjoying get-
ting out to the college’s sev-
en campuses that serve nine 
counties and reacquainting 
herself with everyone.

“I’m excited about the op-
portunities,” she said.

Popham also praised the 
partnership the college has 
with the local college and 
career academies and noted 
that dual enrollment stu-
dents will have the new op-

tion of electrical and welding 
programs this fall. She also 
said she wanted to strength-
en relationships the college 
has with the local business 
community.

“We want to make sure we 
are building the bridge,” she 
said, “working in economic 
development and making sure 
our team is at the table to see 
what the workforce needs.”

‘It was incredible’

International win with Wildfire 
quartet brings Hayes full circle

New GNTC president stops 
by Gordon County campus

Heroin, meth-trafficking arrest

Contributed

Kevin Mendez (from left), Harrison Cooke, Stephen Gold-
man and Caleb Hayes perform at the LDS Convention 
Center in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Contributed

Caleb Hayes (from left), Stephen Goldman, Harrison Cooke and Kevin Mendez show off the trophy for the 27th Next 
Generation Varsity Quartet Contest.

Daniel Bell

Georgia Northwestern Technical College President Heidi 
Popham (left) speaks with Tori Townsend, a student success 
coach, on Wednesday during a meet and greet on the col-
lege’s Gordon County campus.
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Johnson

ContaCts
To reach the Calhoun Times 

please call 706-629-2231, and 
when prompted, use the following 
extensions to be transferred to a 

department:
Front Desk — 6001 for Meghan Long; 

aDvertising — 6004 for Advertising 
Representative Billy Steele; 6006 

for Advertising Representative Anny 
Perkins; eDitorial — 6012 for Editor 
Daniel Bell; 6005 for Sports Editor 
Michael Baron; 6011 for Staff Writer 

Kelcey Caulder

see DRUGS, a5

see VOLLEYBALL, a7

see GNTC, a5

see HAYES, a5


