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Van Wert students 
give back for the 
holidays.

See Page A11

Aragon’s annual Christ-
mas Parade has been called 
off due to several schedul-
ing issues. The city promis-
es to look at a date for 2018 
and the parade’s return.

The Polk County Cham-
ber of Commerce is hold-
ing their next “Rise and 
Shine” Breakfast on Dec. 
6 with Dr. Michael Paxten 
with his presentation on 
“Avoiding Hand Injuries 
in the Workplace.” Join 
the chamber at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Georgia Department of 
Labor’s Cedartown Career 
Center at 262 N. Park Blvd., 
Cedartown. The breakfast 
is $6 for members, $10 for 
future members.

Victory Baptist Church 
is holding their Stock-
ings of Love event this 
coming Saturday, Dec. 9, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the church at 15 Hedrix 
Road. Visit vbcrockmart.
com or call 678-685-4570 
for more information.

A new initiative called 
For Polk (www.forpolk.
com) is holding an up-
coming event at Victory 
Baptist Church, locat-
ed at 15 Hendrix Road, 
Rockmart, for their Jin-
gle Jam concert starting 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets start 
at $20. Visit Forpolk.com 
for more information, or 
call 770-384-7655.

Please see CALENDAR A12

School 
administrator 

charged, 
suspended

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

A Cedartown-area school 
administrator turned him-
self at the Polk County Jail 
on Wednesday morning 
and was later released on 
several charges following 
an incident on Nov. 16 in-
volving a student.

According to a Polk 
County Police report re-
leased this morning:

Youngs Grove Elementa-
ry School Vice Principal 
Matthew Michael John-
son, 31, was briefly held 
in custody on charges of 
felony cruelty to children 
in the second degree and 
misdemeanor charges of 
reckless conduct, battery 
and simple battery.

Polk County Police Chief 
Kenny Dodd additionally 
explained some details 
left out of the report.

According to informa-
tion he provided, the third 
grader was already in 
trouble for pushing anoth-
er child and he was taken 
to the principal’s office.

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

A long list of items in a meeting 
that took more than three hours 
to finish provided new Polk Coun-
ty Commissioners with an idea of 
what is going on in a variety of ar-
eas, and the need for additional 
answers and timelines of comple-
tion were called for through a 
marathon board retreat.

Commissioners got down to 
business during the night with 
a laundry list of items to cover, 
ranging from a plan to change 

the county’s retirement policy 
to ensuring that commission-
ers are being kept up to date 

on upcoming events so they can 
participate.

Some of the items on that long 

list of topics will require further 
discussion in the future since 
County Manager Matt Denton 
is now once again taking on a 
bulk of the responsibility since 
assistant county manager Barry 
Akinson suddenly left his role 
with the administration this 
month.

Many of the items Denton 
brought up to provide informa-
tion to the board he left with un-
answered questions about their 
progress, since he had assigned 
Akinson those projects to ac-
complish.

He promised commissioners to 
get in touch with Akinson to see 
if he could get more information 
about where some of those proj-
ects stood. 

County meets for retreat

Kevin Myrick / SJ

Polk County Commissioners examine issues on a 

number of projects during their recent retreat session.

 z  Project updates leave 
board asking for more 
information and “what is the 
deadline?” on several items.

Landfill 
report 
finally 

submitted
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

What started as a brief 
update for the county 
commission saw swift ac-
tion taken once questions 
were raised why a report 
on the Grady Road Land-
fill’s remaining capacity 
wasn’t completed for a 
summer deadline.

County Manager Matt 
Denton told the board 
during their recent re-
treat session in a brief 
update on the Remain-
ing Capacity Report that 
it was due July 1, and a 
Smith Gardner consul-
tant on behalf of Waste 
Industries had yet to turn 
them in as of Nov. 28.

Denton explained that 
figures were needed by 
County Engineeer Ron-
nie Woods for the report 
to be completed and re-
turned to the state.

He added the state En-
vironmental Protection 
Division sent a Nov. 6 let-
ter seeking the report by 
Nov. 20 to “avoid further 
enforcement action.”

Please see GARBAGE A9

Please see ARREST A5

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

A longtime member of 
the Cedartown-Polk Coun-
ty Hospital Authority board 
will soon take on the first 
emeritus position at the 
start of the coming year.

The Hospital Authority 
bosrd honored Dr. Rich-
ard Jewell during their 
latest session and it was an-
nounced that he’ll be retir-
ing from his voting position 
to take on an advisory role.

Jewell, who has served 
on the board for more 
than four decades, is 

an optometrist who has 
served the community for 
more than 50 years and 
seen the medical com-

munity in Polk County 
change drastically dur-
ing his time on the hos-
pital authority.

That includes two dif-
ferent organizations 
managing the hospital 
and a brand new facility 
completed in 2014, mov-
ing from downtown Ce-
dartown to Highway 278.

Board members voted 
unanimously for a proc-
lamation be entered into 
the meeting record for fu-
ture generations on the 
board to remember his 
contributions to Polk 
County’s hospital.

Included in that was his 
role in the hospital’s con-
tract with Floyd Health-
care Management, Inc. 
and the building of a new 
hospital. He was also part 
of the vote to approve the 
turnover of Cedartown’s 
old hospital building 
over to the city.

Hospital authority honors Dr. Jewell

Photo contributed by Larry Kuglar

Hospital Authority Board Chair Harold Wyatt 

presents Dr. Richard Jewell (right) with a 

proclamation honoring his years of service.

Please see MEETS A6

Please see HONORS A9

Christmas comes again to Rockmart

Families come out to 

downtown Rockmart to 

enjoy the annual 

Christmas Parade for 

the 2017 Holiday 

Season. Big trucks 

rolling down Marble 

Street (right) were just 

one of the many sights 

to see during 

Rockmart’s celebration 

of the holidays. Check 

out more photos from 

the parade on Page 

A10.

Photos by Tyler Williams, 

Standard Journal

 z The long serving 
board member 
becomes the first to 
take an emeritus 
position.
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