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NEWS

It’s easy going 
green at local 
schools.

NEWS
Georgia Council 
on Aging 
requests funds 
to keep elderly at 
home for care.

SPORTS
Prep swimming: 
Calhoun splashes 
the competition 
on senior night.
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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Young  
Artists

This artwork is from Red 
Bud Middle School sev-
enth-grader Wyatt Key� 

This artwork is from Ash-
worth Middle School eighth-
grader Myriam Perez�
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OPEN SATURDAYS  
$49 New Patient X-ray and Exam

$850 per arch Denture special  

Beautifully Renovated

805 Red Bud Road NE, Calhoun,Ga 30701  

706-625-8888  •  www.beautifulsmilesdentistry.com

Above: Red Cross Staff Member Rita Ward assists Bill Hagberg as he donates blood during the biannual Red 
Cross Blood Drive hosted at Gordon Central High School on Thursday� Below left: Heidi Weaver, left, simulates 
caring for a blood donor during the Red Cross Blood Drive at Gordon Central High School, where she teaches 
health science� Weaver said the Blood Drive had a goal of receiving 65 pints of blood� / Alexis Draut

Above right: Senior Alejandro Anguiano checks in with health care students Sarah Barnette, Rachel 
Pierce and Carson Bowen before donating blood� 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Nearly 40,000 households in Northwest 
Georgia, with 4,500 in Gordon County alone, 
rely on the federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program. Which is exactly why the 
recent federal government 35-day shutdown 

— the longest one in U.S. his-
tory — directly impacted food 
stamp recipients.

Yet though the shut-
down could have nega-
tively impacted SNAP reli-
ant-households, it actually 
provided advancement in 
their benefits. Families eli-
gible for SNAP received their 
February allocation in the 

middle of January, said Georgia’s Division 
of Family and Children Services spokesman 
Walter Jones.

In order to make sure families received 
the food they needed during the federal gov-
ernment shutdown, DFCS released Febru-
ary allotments of food stamp benefits early 
to eligible Georgia residents.

The United States Department of Agri-
culture released a statement on Jan. 8 say-
ing they were working to load benefits onto 
recipients’ electronic benefits transfer (EBT) 
cards by Jan. 20. And Jones said some house-
holds that applied or reapplied for the ser-
vice near the middle of January might have 
not yet received their February benefits, 
but once their application is screened and 
approved, they will receive those benefits.

Looking forward, Jones said March ben-
efits will be operating as normal unless the 
division receives specific instructions, spe-
cifically with a future shutdown looming 
for Feb. 15. 

When President Trump opened the gov-
ernment back up on Jan. 25, he did so with 
a condition — the federal government would 
open for a period of three weeks. However, 
if no border security negotiation between 
parties could be reached at the end of the 
three-week period, there would either be 
another shutdown on Feb. 15 or the presi-
dent would use his emergency powers to 
build a wall on the southern border.

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

For Nick Proctor, the thought 
of pursuing a career in politics 
has crossed his mind more than 
once. But beyond a possible cam-

paign for City Council or a loft-
ier goal of the U.S. Senate, the 
Sonoraville High School 
senior just wants to do 
what he can to make 
the biggest difference in 
improving the lives of his 
fellow Americans. 

To his friends and class-
mates, Proctor is known 
as someone with a keen 
interest in politics, in 
everything from the 
local government to Congress. 
His interest lies in a long-held 
desire to push forward the prog-
ress at the heart of his nation and 
better the standing of its citizens.

“I know I have a chance to make 
a real difference in our country,” 

said Proctor. 
This desire of his was 

recently expressed in a 
phone interview with a 
representative of the Geor-
gia Department of Educa-
tion. The interview was a 
final test in his attempt to 
be chosen as a state del-
egate for the 57th annual 
U.S. Senate Youth Pro-

gram, which is held in Washing-
ton, D.C., from March 2 through 
March 9 and gives students a close 

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

With the city looking to begin con-
struction on a new Calhoun Police 
Department station this fall, offi-

cials will have to determine over 
the next few months how to get the 
additional $1.8 million needed for 
the project.

City Administrator Eddie Peterson 
said there is $1.8 million in SPLOST 
funds for the new station on McDan-
iel Station Road. But the total cost 
for the 14,000-square-foot build-
ing is $3.6 million, he added. And 
with the buildout expected to take 
12 months, it will cost approximately 
$300,000 each month. 

“We’re trying to figure out how to 
come up with that other $1.8 mil-
lion to complete it,” Peterson said. 

“We’ve got good plans if we can just 
come up with the money.” 

Options for the additional funding 
needed include borrowing from the 
market, using internal funds such as 
the city’s utilities fund, or increas-
ing the millage rate, Peterson said. 

The current millage rate for the 
city is 2.48 mills, “one of the lowest 
millage rates in the state of Geor-
gia,” said Peterson. Last year the 
rate was bumped up 0.50 mills to 
the current rate, he added. In com-
parison to other cities the size of 
Calhoun, the average millage rate 
is 8 mills, he continued. 

“And here we are at 2.48,” Peter-
son said. “There’s a big disparity 
there between what the average is 
and what we charge our local prop-
erty owners.” 

One mill represents a tax liability 
of $1 for every $1,000 of assessed 
value. Property is assessed at 40 
percent of the fair market value.

Any decision on the millage rate 
would come in June, as the City 
Council looks to adopt next fiscal 
year’s budget, which is being worked 
out now. 

Life-giving 
donations

SNAP recipients 
get advanced 
benefits during 
gov’t shutdown

 ♦ Food stamp benefits are 
advanced for February, but this 
could put families in a bind if they 
use all their benefits before their 
next release.

Stacy Long

Nick Proctor

See SNAP, A3

City looks for $1.8 million more for new station
 ♦ Over the next few months 

city officials will have to 
determine how to get an 
additional $1.8 million for 
constructing a new Calhoun 
Police Department station. 

See STATION, A5

See DREAMS, A5

Student dreams of making a difference
 ♦ Sonoraville High School 

senior Nick Proctor may 
one day fill a seat of public 
office, but for now, he is 
seeing where his interests 
lead while maintaining his 
desire to help others.


