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Area Calendar 

of Events

A “Movie in the Park” 
hosted by Cedartown 
First United Methodist 
and Smith & Miller Fu-
neral Home is coming 
soon. The family-friendly 
new live-action “Aladdin” 
will be shown on Satur-
day, Nov. 9 at 6 p.m. in 
Peek’s Park. Popcorn 
and drinks provided. 
Organizers encourage 
families to bring chairs 
and blankets.

Who says adults can’t 
have fun? Businesses 
are encouraged to dress 
up together in a theme 
on Halloween day. This 
could be a movie, a de-
cade, anything. Send 
photos to info@polk-
georgia.com by 12 p.m. 
on October 31. Photos 
will be posted on the 
Chamber Facebook page 
by 1 p.m. Each “like” 
counts as a vote. The 
business with the most 
likes on November 1st at 
12 p.m. wins a trophy.

Rockmart’s Festival of 
Treats is coming up on 
Thursday, October 31 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Local businesses will be 
out with candy for Trick-
or-Treaters, there’s a 
costume parade open for 
all participants in this 
year’s event, and much 
more! The event is be-
ing sponsored by Family 
Savings Credit Union, 
the Downtown Rock-
mart Advisory Commit-
tee and the Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce.

See CALENDAR, A12

By Lorene Parker
lorenemp@gmail.com

The community had a chance to get in 
the seasonal spirit with a fall event host-
ed last week.

Van Wert Elementary School hosted 
a two hour fall festival and carnival on 
Thursday for their students and members 
of the community.

Attendees enjoyed much fun with face 
painting, hay rides, spooky stories, haunt-
ed mazes, and many carnival games, all 
as a big fundraiser for the school.

Several kids noted that their favorite 
attraction of the night was the “haunted 
hallway,” a maze full of masked and cos-
tumed characters.

Students were especially thrilled to 
attend the event dressed in their favor-

ite Halloween costume or festive outfit.
The activities weren’t just for the kids, 

though. Parents enjoyed shopping and 
viewing the vendor booths while their 
children explored all of the entertainment. 
Concessions and snacks were also conve-
niently available.

The event served as a fun kick-off for com-
munity Halloween activities this week. Those 
included a rescheduled Eastside Elementary 
character parade coming up this week, Fall 
Festivals and Trunk or Treat events over the 
weekend at local churches, and events on 
Thursday in both Cedartown and Rockmart 
(see this week’s Halloween roundup above.)

One last Fall Festival is coming up this 
weekend as Cedartown holds their first ever 
Market on Main event, replacing the annual 
festival held early in the month of October 
in years past.

Fall fun had at Van Wert Elementary

Staff  reports

The final days of early vot-
ing are here, and so far there 
haven’t been many ballots cast 
ahead of the November 5 elec-
tion. Though this week pro-
vides additional opportunity 
for people in Rockmart to get to 
the polls before next Tuesday.

A week of polling in munici-
pal elections with an addition-
al location open to Rockmart 
voters who want to participate 
in the Mayor’s election can do 
so through Friday, November 
1 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Nathan Dean Community Cen-
ter at 604 Goodyear St.

Polling remains open in Ce-
dartown at the Board of Elec-
tions office through the end of 
the week as well for voters who 
want to cast ballots in the Ce-
dartown Commission special 
election.

Elections Director Lee Ann 
George reported that since ear-
ly voting began on October 15, 
only 50 people had voted by 
the close of business of Friday, 
October 25.

On the ballot for the munici-
pal elections in 2019 is a four-
man Aragon City Council race 
for 2019.

That includes Council Mem-
ber and local business owner 
Judd Fee seeking a new term 
in office this year, longtime 
Aragon resident and former 
council member from years 
past Buddy Tanner, former 
Aragon City employee and vol-
unteer firefighter Mike Long 
Jr., and Aragon resident Gary 
Shindelbower.

In Rockmart, the decision is 
being made to determine who 
replaces Mayor Steve Miller 
after he concludes two terms 
in office and steps down as he 
promised to do when he first 
ran for the seat.

Former council member and 
businessman Sherman Ross 
is running for the seat against 
Mark Lumpkin, a two-plus de-
cade veteran of the Polk School 
District as an educator and in 
recent years Central Office ad-
ministrator, and co-owner of 
WZOT Radio.

In Cedartown, the special 
election to determine who fills 
the rest of the term previous-
ly held by Commissioner Jor-
dan Hubbard is between Sam 
Branch and Randell Brazier.

Branch, a native of Cedar-
town who works at Suntrust 
Bank and Gammage Funeral 
Home, announced his intentions 

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

The Our House Domestic Vio-
lence Shelter has been providing 
locals the resources they need 
to escape abuse for over two de-
cades now, but while the clients 
they take in eventually leave the 
walls of the shelter, that doesn’t 
mean they leave the hearts and 

minds of the staff when they do.
Our House, in observance of Na-

tional Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month, recently held a can-
dlelight vigil designed to both 
remember those who’ve lost their 
lives to domestic violence and to 
honor those who’ve survived it.

Staff reports

Children are set to don 
their costumes and head 
out this week as Hallow-
een finally arrives in Polk 
County.

There’s been several 
events around the area 
leading up to the spooky 
sendoff to October and a 
move into the holiday sea-
son, including the Hallow-
een Hoopla Hocus Pocus 
Family Night hosted by 
the Polk County Cham-
ber of Commerce, several 
Trunk or Treats, and fall 
festivals galore.

Main Street in Cedar-
town for their annual Trick 
or Treating in downtown 
event. Local businesses will 
be out with candy on Hal-
loween afternoon starting 
at 3:30 p.m. and continu-
ing onward until 5:30 p.m., 

when a Halloween costume 
contest for youth will fol-
low in Holloway Park.

A dog costume contest 
will follow that in the park 
as well.

Rockmart’s Festival of 
Treats is also being held 
on Thursday, Oct. 31 from 

4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Local businesses will be 

out with candy for Trick-
or-Treaters, there’s a cos-
tume parade open for all 
participants in this year’s 
event, and much more.

The event is being spon-
sored by Family Savings 

Credit Union, the Down-
town Rockmart Advisory 
Committee and the Polk 
County Chamber of Com-
merce.

Polk County Police’s third 
annual Trunk or Treat will 
be held on Halloween as 
well, scheduled for 6 to 
8 p.m. at their headquar-
ters at 73 Cline Ingram 
Jackson Road in Cedar-
town. All are invited to 
come and take part.

As part of the Cham-
ber’s Halloween Hoopla 
schedule of events, local 
businesses are encouraged 
to dress up together in a 
theme on Halloween day 
next week. This could be a 
movie, a decade, anything.

Those who want to par-
ticipate can send photos to 
info@polkgeorgia.com by 

Halloween fun coming up Thursday

Early 
voting 

comes to 
a close

Sean Williams

Participants gathered in wet weather on Friday, Oct. 25 to remember Domestic Violence Awareness Month and 
held a candlelight vigil to remember the victims and honor the survivors of abuse.

Kevin Myrick

Prizes were handed out at Hocus Pocus Family Night, 
hosted by the Polk County Chamber of Commerce and 
sponsored by H.R. Block.

Lorene Parker

Youth dressed up for a night of fun at Van Wert Elementary 
in Rockmart for the school’s Fall Festival on Oct. 24.

A light in the darkness
Our House Women’s Shelter honors domestic 

violence victims with candlelight vigil

Sean Williams

Our House Women’s Shelter organized 
a candlelight vigil on Oct. 25 to remem-
ber the victims and honor the survivors 
of domestic violence. October is Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month.See LIGHT, A5

Annual Trick or Treating events coming to downtown 
Cedartown and Rockmart Thursday afternoon

See HALLOWEEN, A6

Election Day coming 
up on Nov. 5 to 

determine city races

See ELECTIONS, A6


