
Gordon Lee 
standouts 
named Track 
Athletes of  
the Year.

Sports/B1

Local baseball 
teams vie for 
Dizzy Dean 
District 1 titles 
and state 
tournament 
berths.

Sports/B1

LaFayette, Ga.

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 21, 2017

Three sections, 26 pages  75 cents

ONLINE: catoosawalkernews.com

Founded in 1877 — Walker County’s oldest continuous businessVol. 128, No. 25

EMAIL: walkercountymessenger@npco.com

To report

news or

for home

delivery,

call

638-1859

Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

 The 1 million square 
foot mill that once employed 
more than 3,000 and was the 
heart of Rossville before a 
devastating fire on  June 10, 
1967, has been purchased by 
Steven Henry at auction. 

 Henry’s winning bid of 
$125,000 was for the mill and 
its nearly 27-acre site was 
accepted Thursday afternoon, 
June 15, 2017, nearly an 
half-century since the mill’s 
closing.

A builder and 
developer, Henry also 
serves as chairman 
of the Catoosa 
County Board of 
Commissioners and 
was unable to attend 
the “walk through” 
of the mill due to 
being out of town 
for commissioners 
training.

“I got there five 
minutes before the auction,” 
he said, adding that he was as 
surprised as anyone that his 

was the winning bid.
All qualified 

bidders were told the 
facility would either 
required renovation 
to meet current codes 
or be demolished and 
its rubble be properly 
disposed of.

Henry said he has 
no definite plans for 
the property, but is 
aware that there are 

issues concerning storm 
sewers, water lines and 
the possible need for the 

abatement of asbestos and 
other environmental hazards. 

“One of my dreams is to 
turn it into condos,” he said.

Whether or not that dream 
comes true — and nothing 
can move forward until after 
the sale closes within the 
next three weeks — Henry 
views this as an opportunity 
to bring a piece of history 
back to life.

“It will be a long term 
project,” he said. “I want it be 
part of the ongoing efforts to 
revitalize Rossville.” 

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Editors note: This 
article first appeared in 
the 2016 edition of Past 
Times magazine.

Unlike a phoenix 
that rises anew from 
its funeral pyre 
ashes, Rossville never 
recovered from a 1967 
fire that burned for 
days and consumed 
roughly a third of a 
1.5-million-square-
foot complex that was 
formerly a textile mill.

“Up to the point of 
the big fire everything 
was running smoothly,” 
Doris White said. “But 
after that, there was 
nowhere to turn.”

White and her 
husband, Hoyt, had 
moved from Fyffe, 
Alabama, in 1951 
to work at Peerless 
Woolen Mills.

Peerless was 
founded and Rossville 
was chartered as a city 
in the same year: 1905. 

And for three score and 
more years, the fate of 
both were intertwined.

As Peerless Woolen 
Mill grew to become 
the world’s premier 
producer of woolen 
fabric, Rossville’s 
population and 
prosperity grew.

“Money was to be 
made in the plant,” 
White recalled.

During World War 
II nearly every military 
blanket, and mile upon 
mile of woolen uniform 
material, was shipped 
from the Rossville 
plant. In addition to 

covers and clothes, 
its fabric was used to 
upholster automobile 
interiors both before 
and after two World 
Wars.

But the mill owned 
by John L. Hutcheson 
did more than put 
bread on the tables and 

shoes on the feet of its 
employees. Hutcheson’s 
largesse added greatly 
to the quality of life for 
the mill workers and 
the town.

‘The mill drove the 

town’
Today’s Cornerstone 

Hospital in Fort 
Oglethorpe, previously 
known as Hutcheson 
Medical Center to 
honor Peerless’ owner, 
began life as Tri-County 
Hospital and was 
funded in large part 
by payroll deductions 
taken from Peerless 
and other area textile 
plants.

Peerless built a 
community center, 
complete with a 
bowling alley, for its 
employees, fielded 
industrial league teams 
in softball, baseball 
and basketball — once 
even bringing the 

Peerless Mills has a new owner

Steven

Hen

Double whammy of mill closing and 

massive fire led to Rossville’s decline

Georgia Public Health news release

Mosquito season has 
arrived and with it the threat 
of mosquito-borne diseases 
like West Nile virus, now 
firmly entrenched in the U.S., 
and the emerging infectious 
disease, first appearing here 
in late 2015 and whose horrific 
effects we’re still learning 
about, Zika virus. 

Public health officials 
in Northwest Georgia are 
ramping up their prevention 
efforts and urging area 
residents to help control 

local mosquito populations 
by tipping or tossing away 
any containers in their 
yards that can hold water, 
thereby eliminating potential 
breeding areas.

Environmental health 
specialists from county health 
departments have begun 
conducting local mosquito 
surveillance in accordance 
with the Georgia Department 
of Public Health’s Zika 
Preparedness and Response 
Action Plan. They’re 

Area is on high alert, 
mosquitoes are here 

Zika, page A6

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

The city of LaFayette 
continues bringing more free 
community events to the area 
with its annual Independence 
Day celebration: Freedom 
Festival.

This year’s festival— on 
Friday, June 30 —  will 
feature events throughout the 
day, including a hamburger 
eating contest, live music, 
an old timers baseball 
game, a free professional 
wrestling event and end 
with a traditional fireworks 
celebration.

The LaFayette Recreation 
Department, at 638 South 
Main St.,  once again hosts 
this outdoor event.

According to Parks & 
Recreations director Jason 
Shattuck, this year’s festival 
begins at 5 p.m. and already 
has attracted more than 30 
vendors.

This event is the first 
since the highly successful 
Honeybee Festival,  held June 
3, that attracted well over 

10,000 to downtown LaFayette
“We are continuing our 

strategic plan in creating 
more robust community 
events,” City Manager David 
Hamilton said.

Among the itsl attractions, 
the municpal pool will waive 
its normal $4-per-person 
charge and offer a “free 
swim” from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
the day of the festival

There will be a baseball 
game at 7 p.m. between  “Old 
Timers”— those 40 or older 
— and members of LaFayette 
Middle School’s varsity 
basketball.

What’s new this year?
There are several 

additions to  beef up the free 
entertainment for the 2017 
Freedom Festival.

Jim Powell Presents 
Southern Legacy Wrestling 
in LaFayette will have a 
free wrestling event inside 
the gymnasium with a bell 
time of 7 p.m.  It will be an 

Freedom Festival 

adding activities
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An overview, looking westward from McFarland Avenue, showing the derelict 

remains of the once thriving Peerless Woolen Mill in Rossville. The mill and its 

27-acre site was sold at auction on June 15. (Messenger photo/Mike O’Neal)
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