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Come take part this 
week in a service meant 
to honor those suffering 
from loss during the holi-
day season at Cedartown 
First United Methodist 
Church. They’re holding 
their annual Blue Christ-
mas service at 7 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. They’ll ad-
ditionally be holding a 
Live Nativity Scene and 
Petting Zoo will be held 
on Christmas Eve on the 
Church’s lawn on Tues-
day, Dec. 24 from 1 to 
4 p.m., which includes a 
Children’s Glow Light ser-
vice at 2 p.m. on Christ-
mas Eve in the church’s 
Fellowship Hall. The an-
nual Candlelight Service 
honoring the birth of Je-
sus is being held at 6 p.m. 
in the sanctuary.

Rockmart Presbyterian 
is holding their Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service 
on Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 
6 p.m. Visit the church’s 
website at rockmartpres-
byterian.org to find out 
more.

Celebrate Recovery 
meets every Monday 
night at the First Bap-
tist Church of Rockmart 
starting with dinner at 
6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. Large 
Group at 7 p.m. and Small 
Share Group at 8 p.m.

The Polk County Dem-
ocratic Committee meets 
on the second Saturday of 
every month except De-
cember at 10 a.m. In the 
“even” months (February, 
April, June, August, etc.) 
the organization meets 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The Polk County Commission 
is moving ahead on the project 
to upgrade the radio system used 
by public safety and emergency 
personnel like Redmond EMS to 
communicate with 911 in the field 
with Motorola and other entities.

In a special called session ahead 
of the holidays, the Commission 
voted unanimously to approve a 
contract with Motorola to pur-
chase the new APCO (Association 
of Public-Safety Communications 
Officials) standard P25 mission 
critical public safety communica-
tions system along with handheld 
radios, links to Cobb County’s core 
and new towers to improve cover-
age across the county.

The tallied increased to a final 
approved sum of more than $7 
million to build a new radio sys-
tem for 911 operations in Polk 
County, up slightly from the $6.8 
million sum the county originally 
discussed as the price tag for Mo-
torola’s estimate on the upgrade. 
The reason those costs went up 
was the potential need for a fifth 
tower to be put up, with conces-
sions made by Motorola on the 
final tally.

Commissioner Ray Carter laid 
out the broad strokes of the plan 
for the board, starting with costs 
the county will incur for installa-
tion of four new radio towers. He 

From staff, AP reports

President Donald Trump was 
impeached by the U.S. House 
of Representatives last week, 
becoming only the third Amer-
ican chief executive to be for-
mally charged under the Con-
stitution’s ultimate remedy for 
high crimes and misdemeanors.

The historic vote split along 
party lines, much the way it 
has divided the nation, over the 
charges that the 45th president 
abused the power of his office 
by enlisting a foreign govern-
ment to investigate a political 
rival ahead of the 2020 election.

The House also passed a charge 
that the president then obstruct-
ed Congress in its investigation.

Northwest Georgia’s Con-
gressman, Rep. Tom Graves, 
R-Ranger, voted against both 
articles.

“In 2016, the American people 
voted to elect Donald Trump the 
President of the United States. 
But, for the last three years, poli-
ticians in Washington have been 
working to overturn the will of 
voters,” Graves said in an emailed 
statement. “This partisan pro-
cess has only pushed Congress, 
and our country, further down 

Staff  reports

A local church put on their an-
nual nativity display during the 
Christmas season for the sec-
ond year.

Antioch Baptist Church hosted 
their drive-thru live nativity scene 
in recent days, and brought out 
more than 370 people attending 
during the two day event on Dec. 
14 and 15.

The event was hosted at Camp 
Antioch, across the street from 
Antioch Baptist Church. When 
people arrived, they found church 
members ready to provide a pam-
phlet explaining each scene on 
display. The event also served as 
a canned food drive that brought 
in donations for those in need 
during the holiday season.

Opening the drive thru expe-
rience was also the beginning of 
the nativity story, where Mary 
was visited by the angel Gabriel, 
sent to Nazareth to bless her and 
bring about the foretold King of 

Kings and savior.
Moving onward, those who came 

out to experience the Christmas sea-
son saw the young couple brought 
to life as Mary and Joseph made 

their way to Bethlehem with only 
a donkey to carry the soon to be 
mother along the road.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

By the time all of the sub-
scribers have received their 
papers, Santa’s ride is over 
and families have gathered 
around the tree for an annual 
exchange of gifts. Stores and 
offices are closed midweek 
nationwide, and people are 
enjoying a day full of holi-
day cheer before returning 
to work on Thursday.

First, we wish all our read-

ers a happy holiday season, 
Merry Christmas and Hap-
py New Year as a turbulent 
2019 winds down into what 
promises to be a landmark 
year of 2020. With less than a 
week left in 2019, we’ll begin 
online coverage on Thurs-
day of looks back on stories 
that made an impact over 
the year and provide some 
updates on items of interest 
from earlier editions.

As a reminder to readers 
across the county and the 

wider world as the holiday 
season continues, though 
many who take in these pag-
es have the means to enjoy 
their Christmas a New Years 
celebrations and not have to 
go without, there are others 
who do not get to enjoy the 
holiday season with their 
families and friends.

So too there those out there 
who can’t afford gifts for their 
children, or great gatherings 

Merry Christmas from the Standard Journal

Agreements 
approved for 
radio system

The House 
impeaches 
president Lorene Parker

Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem where soon the young mother to be 
would give birth to Jesus in one of several scenes in the Live Nativity hosted 
at Camp Antioch on Dec. 14 and 15.

Lorene Parker

Shepherds were greeted by an angel delivering the good news of the bith of the savior in a third scene at the drive 
thru Live Nativity at Camp Antioch on Dec. 14 and 15.

Celebrating 
the lord’s birth

Camp Antioch 
hosts nativity 
during the 
holiday season

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

With nearly 40 different 
works from over 30 dif-
ferent artists available to 
see and purchase, the Ce-
dartown Performing Arts 
Center has made dreams 
come true with their new 
“Winter Dreams” art gal-
lery.

Locals have been free 
to browse the various 
paintings and sculptures 
since November 18, but 
the gallery’s December 
14 reception offered the 
chance to view the works 
later at night, dine on 
refreshments while do-
ing so, and to speak to 
some of the contribut-

ing artists.
Susan Waters, whose 

“O Holy Night” exhibit 
is featured at the gal-

lery alongside the other 
40 works, could be seen 
mingling with guests, and 
local artist James Din-
gler was nice enough to 
answer questions about 
the various paintings he 
created.

“Winter Dreams” was 
originally designed to 
encompass the winter 
season, but the presence 
of various works such as 
Waters’ sculptures and 
Dingler’s acrylics in the 
same gallery is demon-
strative of how the ex-
hibit evolved to include 
works of all styles and 
contents.

“Originally, we wanted 

Kevin Myrick

Happy Holidays from the Standard Journal

CPAC Art Show a big hit for holidays

Sean Williams

A showcase of work done by James Dingler was on dis-
play in the Winter Dreams art show at the Cedartown 
Performing Arts Center.
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