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Gordon County 
Schools is proud to 
announce that Jennifer 
Hayes, current Red 
Bud Middle School 
principal, will be 
stepping in as principal 
a t  Sonoravi l le 
High School, while 
current SHS assistant 
principal ,  Amy 
Stewart, will take over 
as principal at Red 
Bud Middle School.  

“With the opening 
of the principalship 
at Sonoraville High 
School, we have 
the opportunity to 
showcase the talented 
pool of leaders we have 
in our district,” said 
Dr. Susan Remillard, 
Gordon County Schools’ 
Superintendent. “Mrs. 
Hayes has done a 
tremendous job with the 
opening of the Red Bud 
Middle School facility, 
and her knowledge of 
the Sonoraville High 
School communities 
and the relationships 
she has built 
throughout her tenure 
with our district will 
serve her well in her 
new role. Additionally, 
I am confident that Mrs. 
Stewart will combine 

her vast educational 
experience with her 
tremendous heart for 
the communities she 
serves to continue the 
level of excellence the 
families of Red Bud 
Middle School have 
come to expect.”

Jennifer Hayes 
is a proud native of 
Gordon County. A 
product of the Gordon 
County School system, 
Hayes is a graduate of 
Gordon Central High 
School and Kennesaw 
State University, 
where she earned 
her undergraduate 
degree. She also holds 
a master’s degree from 
Piedmont University 
and an educational 
specialist degree in 
educational leadership 
from Lincoln Memorial 
University.  

Additionally, Hayes 
has spent her entire 
career in Gordon 
County Schools, 
most of which has 
been in service to 
the students of the 
Red Bud community, 
where she served as 
an elementary teacher, 
assistant principal 
and principal at Red 
Bud Elementary. She 
currently serves as 

the principal of Red 
Bud Middle School, 
a position she has 
held since the school 
opened in 2014. Since 
that time, Red Bud 
Middle School has 
consistently boasted a 
school climate rating 
of 5 stars- the highest 
score given by the 
Georgia Department of 
Education.

Hayes is married 

to Gordon County 
native and Gordon 
Central graduate, Clint 
Hayes, and they have 
two daughters. Lily 
is an SHS graduate 
attending Western 
Carolina University on 
a softball scholarship, 
and Esther-Anne is a 
sophomore at SHS.

 “I am pleased to 
have the opportunity to 
continue to work with 

the students, families, 
and stakeholders of 
the Phoenix Nation,” 
said Hayes when 
asked about her new 
role. “As a parent of 
two Sonoraville High 
School students, I truly 
appreciate what the 
Phoenix Nation means 
to our community. I 
am eager to continue 

Hayes named new principal of SHS; 
Stewart to head RBMS
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With what appeared to be the 
abrupt resignation of Sonoraville 
High School Principal Bruce Potts 
last week, many in the community 
have voiced concerns over his 
resignation, insinuating it was an 
ouster by higher powers. But Potts 
shared this week that it’s just not 
so: his resignation was his own 
decision and had been months in 
planning. The simple truth is, Potts 
wants to expand on his career in 
education and is looking to become 
a superintendent.

“I shared sort of an outline and 
a plan that my family, and myself, 
have really been thinking about 
(continuously) for a month, and 
it actually started back for me in 
October around fall break,” said 
Potts. 

Potts said his reason for resigning 
is that his goal is to expand his 
career and to do so, wants to take 

on a superintendentship, and that 
there is no animosity with Gordon 
County Schools.

“I’m thinking that I aspire now 
to be a superintendent at some 
point in my career, but my clock 
is ticking,” said Potts. “I’ll be 
54 in April. If I’m going to be a 
superintendent, I really need five 
years in the superintendency to 
make an impact in a district. I have 
a passion for kids; I love being 
around kids. Leading a district is 
the next thing in my sights.” 

So Potts has drawn up a plan to 
take unused vacation time to search 
for a superintendent position.

“Utilizing the vacation days (84 
days total) I have accrued is my 
next steps,” said Potts. “From Feb. 
21 through June 28, I’m going to 
really network and try to find my 
next steps. I trust the Lord that 
He’ll walk with me during that time, 
and if there’s a superintendent’s 

Potts reflects on his time at SHS; discusses why he resigned
By Brandi Owczarz
Managing Editor
BOwczarz@calhountimes.com
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See LEADERS, Page 7A

Jennifer Hayes, left, will be taking over as principal at Sonoraville High School. Amy 
Stewart, right, will head up Red Bud Middle School.

See POTTS, Page 7A

LARRY GREESON

According to Gordon 
County Sheriff Mitch 
Ralston, on Monday 
morning, Feb. 5, deputy 
sheriffs attempted to stop 
a suspicious automobile 
on Cline Road near 
Resaca. The driver of the 
car fled away at a high 
rate of speed, leading 
deputies on a pursuit 
through the area until 
the suspect crashed on 
Bandy Lake Road. 

The driver and lone 
occupant fled on foot into 
a very thickly wooded 
area. The responding 
deputies quickly set up 
a perimeter around the 
area, and the driver, 
subsequently identified 

as Robert Wayne 
Mitchell, age 37, of 525 
Peters Street, Calhoun, 
was soon apprehended. 

Mitchell was armed 
with a knife-in-hand 
when he was arrested. A 
search of the automobile 
revealed a large 
amount of processed 
methamphetamine for 
resale. At the time of 
his arrest, Mitchell was 
being sought on a felony 
warrant for violation 
of probation. He has 
also been charged 
locally with trafficking 
in methamphetamine, 
obstruction and 
assaulting officers, 
associated weapons 
offenses, and a host of 
traffic related charges.

Pursuit leads to capture of 
fugitive, large meth seizure
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GORDON COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE / Special 

Robert Wayne Mitchell

At Tuesday night’s meeting, the Gordon 
County Board of Commissioners selected Momon 
Construction to build the new Animal Shelter 
at a cost of $1,107,950. The total bid award was 
$1,207,950 to include $100,000 in contingency 
funds. According to County Administrator-
Attorney James Ledbetter, the county was able 
to save money with some changes in materials. 

“In lieu of metal trusses and metal roof, we 
can use wooden trusses and asphalt shingles, 

saving us more than $90,000,” he said. The 
county will save an additional $61,700 using 
Momon Construction for value engineering.

Using the wooden trusses saves the county 
$40,222 and using shingles nets a savings of 
$55,280. He also stated that changing the type 
of hardware on the doors will save the county 
$12,400 and not using dormers, which was for 
aesthetics, would save $9,000. Discarding plans 
for an extra HVAC system would save $23,900. 
Ledbetter said the system would have supplied 
air for a surgical area, but that the animal 
shelter would have adequate heating and air for 

spays and neuters and those would be the only 
surgeries the facility would perform.

Momon has 270 days from the day the bid 
was awarded to complete the project. If not 
completed, there would a $500 per day fine, 
according to Ledbetter.

Carter Watkins and Associates is the 
architectural firm which designed the facility. 
Bids ranged from $1.275 million to $1.943 million. 
Ledbetter said nine contractors attended a pre-

Momon Construction tapped to build new animal shelter
By Susan Kirkland
Community Correspondent

See COUNTY, Page 7A

Friday, Feb. 9
Toddler Friday at 10:30 a.m. 

at Harris Arts Center. Toddler 
Friday is held the second Friday 
of the month and includes story 
time, music, sensory activities and 
hands-on art for ages 6 months - 5 
years. The cost is $7 for first child/$5 
each additional child; $5 for HAC 
members. To Register & For More 
Info: www.harrisartscenter.com or 
706-629-2599

Saturday, Feb. 10
“An Evening of Love & 

Laughter” benefit for The Family 
Resource Center. 6:30 p.m. at 209 
on Wall Street. The evening will 
feature a cocktail hour, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres catered by David Burton 
of Wall Street Catering Company, a 
silent auction, and a live auction. 
Guests will be surrounded by 

entertainment throughout the 
night, including the music of 
Theresa Gorella and Andrew Royal 
of Poster Child and comedians Josh 
Scott, Andrew George and Bob 
Place. For Tickets and More Info: 
www.familyresourcecentergordon.
org or 706- 625-3311

Saturday, Feb. 10
“Sleepless In Seattle” 7:30 p.m. 

at GEM Theatre. Tickets are $5. 
Info: www.calhoungemtheatre.org 
or 706-625-3132

Sunday, Feb. 11
Super Museum Sunday. 9 

a.m. - 5 p.m. at New Echota. Visit 
New Echota and other Georgia 
State Historic Sites for free on 
this special day. Info: www.
gastateparks.org/newechota or 706-
624-1321

What’s Going on in Gordon

Bruce Potts, above, in his office at Sonoraville High School. The long-time principal will step 
away from the position later this month.


