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Georgia author Mr. 
Raymond Atkins will be 
at the Rockmart Library 
on Wednesday October 10 
from 5 to 6 p.m. He will 
be introducing his latest 
novel “Set List” which is 
centered on two young men 
from Sequoyah, Georgia, 
with limited prospects and 
big dreams in the music 
industry. Atkins is a multi-
award winning author and 
longtime resident of Floyd 
County.

Get ready for another 
rocking night at the 
Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center as Polk County 
welcomes WILKES to the 
stage with several special 
guests on Saturday, Oct. 
27. Doors will open for 
the show at 6:30 p.m. and 
tickets are on sale now and 
start at $15. WILKES will 
be joined by Kaleb Lee, 
Pryor Baird and Garrison 
Ray for the event. Call the 
box office at 770-748-4168 
to reserve tickets now, or go 
online to cedartownshows.
com.

The American Legion 
in Rockmart is hosting 
their monthly all-you-
can-eat spaghetti dinner on 
Wednesday, Oct. 17. Meal 
of spaghetti, meatballs, 
garlic toast and salad, 
$5. Join the group for a 
good meal and to support 
veteran and children’s 
programs. The Legion is 
located at 1 Veterans Circle, 
Rockmart. 

Taylorsville Baptist 
Church Homecoming 
Service will be next 
Sunday, Oct. 21 at 10:30 
a.m. Former pastor, Bro. 
Tommy Harris will deliver 

See CALENDAR, A12

County looking at quality of life projects in SPLOST
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Polk County Commissioners have 
come up with a new idea for use of 
Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax money, and plans to give both 
the Cedartown and Rockmart area 
project funds to use as citizens sees fit. 

Commissioner Scotty Tillery 
announced during the Oct. 1 work 
session that after long discussions 
between board members that go 
back two years, a decision was finally 
reached to allow for a project idea to 
move forward to give both sides of 
the county a Quality of Life project 
within the 2020 SPLOST. 

Some $300,000 each is being 

pledged from the fund up for an 
extension vote on the November ballot 
from local citizens, and instead of the 
commissioners deciding what the 
projects will entail the county wants 
citizen committees to undertake the 
decision. 

“We know that we need to do 
more to increase the quality of life 
opportunities we have,” Tillery said 
during the announcement. 

He added the projects would 
still have to meet all the SPLOST 
qualifications and rules, and “would 
have to fit in one of the categories” 
of the 2020 funding. 

“We’re also requiring that we’d 
have two town hall meetings to take 
additional information and ideas 

from the community,” Tillery said. 
Committees would be appointed 

after representatives from both 
sides of the county are chosen by 
the commission, and then would 
be left to do their work without 
interference. Tillery also said the 
cities of Cedartown, Rockmart and 
Aragon would also be sought for input 
on potential quality of life project 
ideas. 

“We want to get info out there, and 
take in more ideas of what people 
want to see that maybe we haven’t 
seen yet,” Tillery said. 

Additional details about the project 
are still forthcoming, he added. 

County Commissioners don’t have 
to vote anytime soon on any project 

ideas, but when they come to fruition 
it would require approval to spend 
the funds. 

The board is trying a different 
approach to how SPLOST funds are 
traditionally spent, with categories 
pre-determined based on future 
needs of departments like those in 
Public Safety arenas, who need to 
periodically trade in old vehicles 
and purchase new patrol vehicles for 
the Police Department and Sheriff’s 
Office, or new trucks for Polk County’s 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

SPLOST has also been used in the 
past for a variety of different ways, 
from the new Public Works facility 

 ♦ Rockmart Homeless 
Initiative seeks to give 
people safe space with 
resource center

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstanardjournal.net

Homelessness happens for many 
reasons. A spouse, child or family 
member dies and sends people into a 
spiral they can’t control and have no 
breadwinner to help them through. 

Mental illness is a leading reason 
why people are homeless, especially 
in the aftermath of the closure of the 
Northwest Georgia Regional Hospital 
in Rome in years past. There’s too the 
problem of drugs, which starts with 
the first hit of methamphetamine or 
heroin, and usually ends for people 
with being evicted for not paying 
rent, or under arrest and at the Polk 

County Jail, only to get out and have 
nowhere to go. 

Financial hardships come in many 
forms, and a lot of people are just 
one lost paycheck away from not 
making rent and being evicted. 

It’s a problem the Rockmart 
Homeless Initiative seeks to tackle on 
an individual level, one helping hand 
at a time and bring people back to 
being productive members of society. 

The organization, which now 
has daytime storefront people can 
come and access meals and find a 
variety of assistance on South Marble 
Street, began their mission in 2011 
to provide assistance to those in the 
community fallen on hard times. 

Victoria Millhollan is one of the 
original board members of the 
organization and still going strong 
in the mission to help the homeless 
of Rockmart reclaim their lives. 
She said the efforts began when 
she volunteered with another 

organization doing similar good 
deeds. 

“I’d been actively working with 
the homeless through Helping 
Hands,” Millhollan said. “A group 
of people sought me out and asked 
me to come to a meeting, and I did. 
We originally started out from that 
meeting forming RHI.” 

She’d been keeping supplies in 
her car for the past several years, 
getting involved in outreach with 
barbecues and dinners at Rockmart 
Presbyterian and simply going into 
the streets to meet people where 
they are. 

Then last year, the city approached 
the organization about providing 
help with a cold weather shelter for 
the homeless and watched it come 
together with positive results.

“That was super cool,” she said. 
Fast forward to April of this year, 

Giving the homeless 
a second chance

Victoria Millholland, Regina Hosey and new volunteer Suzette Hembree stand by a needs board at the Rockmart 
Homeless Initiative’s daytime resource center on South Marble Street. Their needs are ever growing, but the best way 
to support the organization is financial help. / Kevin Myrick

Superior 
Court’s Judge 

Murphy retiring 
on Halloween

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The Tallapoosa Circuit 
Superior Court is going to need 
a new judge to sit on the bench 
starting in November. 

After a long career in Polk and 
Haralson County courtrooms 
sitting above plaintiffs and 
defendants alike, Superior 
Court Judge Michael Murphy 
will be hanging up his robes and 
officially retiring long before his 
term was set to expire. 

 “I’ve announced it in the 
courtroom and to people up 
here,” Murphy said last Friday. “I 
haven’t gotten around to telling 
everyone yet.” 

He said he felt it appropriate 
his final day on the job would 
be Halloween. 

“It’s absolutely appropriate 
that I’ll retire during the witching 
hour,” he said. 

He promised to provide 
additional information in a 
forthcoming sit-down with the 
Standard Journal this week. 

With his announcement, 
it gives another opening for 
Governor Nathan Deal to make 
an appointment ahead of the 
end of his term coming up in 
December. 

Murphy’s unexpired term on 
the Tallapoosa Circuit Superior 
Court bench was set to last 

SPLOST 
town halls 
coming up 
next week
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandarjournal.net

Local residents who want to 
hear additional details about 
a forthcoming ballot measure 
to extend the Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax past the 
2020 cut-off will get a chance 
in the days to come. 

Town hall meetings have 
been scheduled on Monday, 
October 15 and Tuesday, 
Oct. 16 at 6 p.m. each night 
to provide information and have 
the chance to ask questions 
and make comments about the 
forthcoming extension. 

The trio of cities and county 
all have approved resolutions 
agreeing to a $32 million, six 
year extension of SPLOST after 
it runs out in 2020. Voters are 
getting a chance to decide 
whether the fund will stay 
in place or not. The current 
SPLOST was approved in 2014. 

Next Monday’s meeting will 
be held at Cedartown City Hall, 
and the following night officials 
will be on hand at Rockmart 
City Hall. 

The fund is split four ways 
between the county and the 
cities, with the county getting 
the largest portion followed 
by Cedartown, Rockmart and 

Waste Industries wins garbage bid
 ♦ Aragon council 

approves contract 
for trash collection, 
ups monthly fees

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Garbage bills are going 
to increase for residential 
and commercial customers 
within the City of Aragon, 
while at the same time an 
outside firm is going to 
take over trash pickup. 

The municipal division 
of Waste Industries came 
in as the best bidder to take 
over trash collections from 
the city’s Public Works 
department, quoting the 
city a $14 a can price. 
They were only one of 
two bidders to seek the 
business. 

City council members 
voted unanimously to take 
up the contract, and also 

decided at the same time to 
raise the amount customers 
will pay to have city trash 
service. 

The previous $14 a can 
rate for seniors, and $17 

a can rate for normal 
residential customers is 
going up to $20 and $17 
for seniors. Commercial 
customers are also getting a 
price hike to $250 a month 

for service on dumpsters. 
Price increases are going 

into effect as of Nov. 1, 
along with the start of 

Council members discussed how much additional should be charged for trash pickup 
within the City of Aragon during their Sept. 20, 2018 work session. / Kevin Myrick
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