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Unbroken Covenant 
is holding their annual 
church fundraiser smoked 
ham and turkey sale start-
ing with Thanksgiving 
orders on Saturday, No-
vember 23 with pickup on 
Wednesday, November 
27 from 12 to 4 p.m. on 
the corner of Cason Road 
and South Main Street in 
Cedartown. All proceeds 
go to the church, and free 
turnip greens come with 
every order. Call to place 
an order 706-844-5645.

Commander Pinkard 
of the American Legion 
Brown-Wright Post 12 
in Rockmart is getting 
ready for their 75th an-
nual Empty Stockings 
Fund drive. Legion mem-
bers and auxiliary will be 
at local businesses col-
lecting for the cause in 
the coming weeks. Ad-
ditionally, they will be 
accepting applications 
from now and through 

See CALENDAR, A12

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The Polk County Commission met 
in a special called session to vote on 
the first steps in the efforts to upgrade 
the public safety radio system used 
by police, fire, EMS and even public 
works employees.

The new APCO (Association of 
Public-Safety Communications Of-
ficials) standard P25 mission critical 

public safety communications system 
is slated to cost a total of $6.8 mil-
lion, which will include a final price 
that provides municipalities, the Polk 
School District’s Police Department, 
and others who require the use of the 
new digital radio system handheld 
radios that can be used countywide.

That’s with a 37.2% discount on 
the entire equipment purchase, with 
some items receiving a greater dis-
count and others less.

Polk County officials began the 
process earlier in the year when they 
learned of the opportunity to use 
the Cobb County network already 
in place as a core system that’ll link 
up with other counties in the area 
and provide greater coverage overall.

To do so, the county is looking to 
Motorola to provide both new tow-
ers, upgrades to current equipment 
and the hardware and software sup-
port to bring the pieces together into 

a better communications system.
Commissioners voted unanimously 

on two items specifically in regards 
to the purchase. First, they approved 
a motion to allow the county to fi-
nance subscriber unit billings with 
the municipalities, the school sys-
tem, EMS entities and others to be 
structured in such a way that full pay-
ment will not be due immediately, 

County moving ahead on new radio system

By Lorene Parker
lorenemp@gmail.com

After voters chose who was to 
fill the remaining term of a re-
cently resigned Commissioner, 
the Cedartown board welcomed 
a new face to the board during 
their November session following 
the election earlier in the month.

New Commissioner Sam Branch 
was sworn in at the start of the 
November 12 session to fill the 
remaining term of Jordan Hub-
bard’s seat. Cedartown Munici-
pal Court Judge Andrew Roper 
performed the duty for the new 
board member, who won the seat 
in a contested race with Randell 
Brazier.

Branch, who holds a variety 
of roles in the community, was 
happy to roll up his sleeves and 
get to work with the rest of the 
board a day behind their usual 
scheduled meeting.

“I want to thank my family 
and friends for coming tonight 
to witness this and support me,” 
Branch said. “I want to thank the 
citizens of Cedartown for entrust-
ing in me to help lead this city by 
working with this board.”

Branch is a native of Cedar-
town who works at Suntrust Bank 
and Gammage Funeral Home, 

Branch sworn 
in to serve with 
Cedartown 
Commission 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

By the numbers, the Polk School 
District continues to see improve-
ment year after year in making 
sure students are leaving with 
the education they need to suc-
ceed in life.

Especially those who aren’t 
necessarily college-bound when 
they finish their four years at 
Cedartown and Rockmart High 
Schools.

Katie Thomas, the CEO of the 
College and Career Academy as 
well as Assistant Superinten-
dent, said the rates posted this 
year are just evidence of a con-
tinuing trend of positive results 
for the district.

Grad rates still 
strong for PSD 
College and 
Career program

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

The end of the year is 
fast approaching, but for 
Polk teachers, January is 
more like the halfway point.

They’ll be educating lo-
cal youths for months to 
come, so the Polk County 

School Board made sure to 
recognize their hard work 
with the annual Teacher 
of the Year Award.

Alongside honoring the 
district-wide Teacher of 
the Year, the board pre-
sented the TOTY title to 
one educator from each 
of the county’s various 

elementary, middle, and 
high schools. This means 
a total of 11 teachers re-
ceived plaques, applause, 
and $100 prizes during 
the November 12 meeting.

Amanda Woodham – 
2019’s district-wide Teacher 
of the Year – received an 
additional $100. A Rock-

mart High School alumni 
and a graduate of the Uni-
versity of West Georgia, 
Woodham represents Van 
Wert Elementary where 
she’s taught Kindergar-
ten since 2014.

She previously served in 

Celebrating educators
2019-20 Teacher of the Year award goes to 
Amanda Woodham of Van Wert Elementary

Sean Williams

Amanda Woodham (center) is the 2019-2020 Teacher of the Year for Polk School District. She was joined by 
Principal Dr. David Wilds, Board Chair Bernard Morgan, Superintendent Laurie Atkins and Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Katie Thomas.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Just more than a year after open-
ing, Mosaic Place is looking to ex-
pand their services from one location 
in Cedartown, to two in Rockmart 
in the coming months.

Members of the Cedartown orga-
nization who have ties to Rockmart 
were joined by Mayor Elect Sherman 
Ross, Police Chief Randy Turner, 
County Commissioner Scotty Tillery 

and many more in the community 
came to talk about their experienc-
es with drug abuse all across Polk 

County, and what efforts need to 

Seeking to bring support to Rockmart
Mosaic Place holds 
listening session over 
expansion to east 
side of Polk County

Kevin Myrick

Nikki Kemp, head of Mosaic Place in Cedartown, talked about the need to 
expand services to Rockmart during a listening session held on Nov. 12.
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