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Holmes for Her finds 
way to give back to 
local youth in CASA 
donation of school 
supplies 

See Page A9

Check out FHF Hair 
Design’s annual event to 
help local youth look 
their best before heading 
back to school. The styl-
ing salon is offering up 
free back to school hair 
cuts and supplies for 
youth aged 6 to 18 on Aug. 
1 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the shop located at 305 
Main St. Cedartown. Do-
nations are welcome for 
the rest of the month. Call 
FHF Hair Design at 678-
901-0643. 

The 4 the Kids Consign-
ment Sale to benefit Vic-
tory Baptist Church’s 
Stockings of Love Minis-
try will be held on Fri-
day, August 4 from 4 to 8 
p.m., and Saturday, Aug. 
5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fall 
and winter clothing, 
shoes, toys, accessories, 
bedding, infant equip-
ment, most anything for 
children and teens will 
be available at reason-
able prices. A half-price 
sale begins at 12 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 
p.m. from now through 
Thanksgiving. Visit Rock-
martfarmersmarket.com 
for more information 
about vendors and up-
coming classes.

Please see Calendar A12

GSP Trooper 
cleared in fatal 

shooting of 
Aragon man

From staff reports

A Georgia State Patrol 
officer who was involved 
in the fatal shooting of an 
Aragon man at the end of 
a police chase has been 
cleared in wake of Grand 
Jury proceedings last 
week. 

District Attorney Jack 
Browning that after pro-
viding all the evidence in 
the shooting death of Ja-
son Dennis Watkins on 
March 17, the Grand Jury 
elected to return no bill 
of indictment by majority 
vote. 

That brings to a close 
the proceedings against 
Trooper Jonathan Mason 
in the incident, who ac-
cording to the release 
took the actions in order 
to protect his own life. 

Browning's release this 
afternoon cited a new 
state law introduced to 
help keep the public se-
cure in the knowledge 
that law enforcement 
shooting incidents are 
being treated justly, and 
all the facts are released 
to the public following 
the arrival of a decision 
to come back with no 
charges. 

According to the re-
lease, the Grand Jury 
came back to find the 
facts as previously re-
ported were accurate, 
and that Watkins attempt-
ed to flee from officers 
when he reached a road 
checkpoint setup by 
Georgia State Patrol. 

Watkins then turned 
around, and Mason gave 

Please see GSP A5

Baldwin: Reprimand 
came for after hours 
email use, not its content

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

A chain of emails that prompt-
ed former Aragon City Clerk 
Sandy Norman to type up a de-
fense of her actions after hours 
and got her a written reprimand 
for personnel file shed light on 
additional information about 
the Georgia Bureau of Investi-
gation's look into former clerk 
Lori Dunn's actions on the job, 

or lack thereof. 
In fact, the Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation stated that until 
the City of Aragon has finished 
getting information together of 
their own, they haven't begun 
any work other than preliminary 
conversations. 

Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion's Greg Ramey, who is super-
visor over the Calhoun office, 
said the investigation was still 
in the preliminary stages and 
that they would only begin their 
look once more information was 
provided to them. 

Norman confirmed that earli-
er this year she and former 

council member Tammy Mulkey 
sat down with the GBI for an in-
terview about the issue, but 
wouldn't comment further since 
she had no personal knowledge 
of whether the investigation is 
open or not. 

That investigation is the rea-
son why Norman sent the after 
hours email, in defense of her 
actions involving more than 
$11,000 in checks that were 
found after Dunn resigned in a 
filing cabinet following her de-
parture, according to a letter 
provided by Baldwin. Those 
checks dated as far back as 2003, 
according to information pro-

vided by the city and in a final 
tally provided by officials there 
was $17,694.73 in money that 
wasn't deposited in the bank as 
of July 26. 

Baldwin said the first round of 
checks was actually a little less 
than $11,000 after he took a fur-
ther look into the issue after he 
also learned about the discrep-
ancy between his figures in a 
July 24 letter explaining the is-
sue, and those released by the 
city. 

He explained that he had pre-
viously knew about less than 
$11,000 in checks when he was 

Norman email came in defense of holding checks

By SEAN WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

The circle of life continued at 
the Cedartown Cultural Arts Cen-
ter as some of the city's youngest 
actors followed in the foot steps 
of their mentors for a perfor-
mance of “The Lion King Kids" 
that gave the audience no wor-
ries. 

The Lion King Kids took Dis-

ney's The Lion King but com-
pressed it down into a shorter 
show. Scar is still the bad guy, 
Simba still can't wait to be king, 
and the gang still sings Hakuna 
Matata, but the audience got to 
watch the lion cub take back his 
throne in a neatly packed 1 hour 
span.

The complete list of songs in 
Lion Kings Kid includes “One by 
One,” “Circle of Life,” “I Just 

Can't Wait to be King,” “Be Pre-
pared,” “Hakuna Matata,” “Can 
You Feel the Love To-night,” “He 
Lives in You,” and “Luau Hawai-
ian Treat.”

Prior to Friday's 7 p.m show, Ce-
dartown's youth had been re-
hearsing from 9a.m to 4:30 p.m for 
two weeks straight for their sum-
mer theatre camp. McCall Pirkle 

Just can’t wait to be king!

Contributed by Gail Conner

Cedartown youth took part in a performance of “Lion King Kids” on July 28. 

Please see Norman A3

Please see Lion A11

Tyler Williams/Standard Journal 

Rockmart’s 101 Church gave back to local students. See A9.

Students heading 
back to class this 

coming week, 
teachers return today
By SEAN WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

Students should start 
waving goodbye to sum-
mer vacation and hello to 
books because August 
has finally reared its 
head and brought school 
with it. 

Even though no one 
wants to wake up at 6 a.m. 
on a hot August morning 
starting this coming Tues-
day,  some things do 
change. Each school has 
an updated calendar and 
rules to go with it.

Teachers reported back 
starting on Tuesday with 
new teacher orientation, 
and all educators were 
getting their classrooms 
ready for the start of the 
new year, and the stu-
dents are back after the 
beginning of next week. 

Something that parents 
and students should re-
member are some of the 
basic rules as they head 
back to class, and though 
not all of those guide-

lines have been officially 
approved by the Board of 
Education, they should 
be by the time school be-
gins on Aug. 8. It’ll con-
tinue through the upcom-
ing months when stu-
dents will eventually get 
to return to summer va-
cation in the distant fu-
ture of May 25, 2018. 

Upcoming breaks will 
give local students a 
chance to take a break. 
Students will be off for 
Labor Day at the begin-
ning of September, and 
then not long after they’ll 
get several more oppor-
tunities for weeks off dur-
ing the school year. 

Fall Break only lasts 
from Oct. 11 - Oct. 16 this 
year, but Thanksgiving 
break and Christmas 
break last 9 and 16 days 
respectively. 

Spring break is from 
April 9 to April 16.

Also parents should 
note the the dress code is 

Please see Students A9


