
310 North 4th Avenue | Rome, GA 30165

Office 706-291-0746

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey

GAL #113| ALB#065553 | AAL#1103

2 Days of
THURSDAY, JULY 30TH &

FRIDAY, JULY 31ST

Friday, July 31st, 10:00 AM
Cedartown, Polk County, GA

3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Home on Large Lot
Handyman Special! Selling “As Is”

SELLING ABSOLUTE ON-SITE: 2532 Rockmart

Highway

Friday, July 31st, 1:00 PM CDT

Piedmont, Calhoun County, AL

11,000± Sq. Ft. Metal/Brick Building On
Highway 278
SELLING ON-SITE: 705 North Main Street

Thursday, July 30th, 10:00 AM
Rome, Floyd County, GA
THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM A. CROMER, SR

(1) SFR Home, 9 N. McLin Street
(5) Undeveloped Building Lots
SELLING ABSOLUTE: 12 Meadow Lane

Thursday, July 30th, 10:00 AM
Rome, Floyd County, GA
THE MARY ELIZABETH NORTHWAY ESTATE

3 Bedroom SFR Home & Large Lot
ASSORTED PERSONAL PROPERTY including a DODGE NEON

SELLING ABSOLUTE ON-SITE: 12 Meadow Lane

Visit our Website or Call Us By Name

for Open Houses for Each Property!

1.800.DEMPSEY
DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM

10% Buyer’s Premium

Local gas prices

Cedartown

$1.88
Rockmart

$1.94

770-748-1520
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of Events

Rockmart Cultural 
Arts Center’s Juried Art 
Show is underway at 
the Rockmart Art Gal-
lery, continuing through 
Aug. 6, 2020. A recep-
tion and Awards cere-
mony is planned from 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

After having just one reported 
death caused by COVID-19 in the 
first four months of the pandemic, 
Polk County had three more re-
ported in less than a week while 
the total number cases has more 
than doubled in less than a month.

A fourth Polk County resident 
that died as a result of complica-
tions from the new coronavirus was 
reported by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health on Friday, 
just before press time, in its daily 
COVID-19 status report — which 
can be found at https://dph.georgia.
gov/covid-19-daily-status-report.

The person was listed as a 79-year-
old female who did have previous 
health conditions. The DPH does 
not provide any other information 
on those who die from COVID-19.

The day a death is reported by the 
DPH does not necessarily indicate 
when the person died as state health 
officials investigate each death that 
is considered to be a result of the 
new coronavirus before making a 
conclusion on if the disease was the 
cause of death.

It marked the third reported death 
of a Polk County resident as a re-
sult of a COVID-19 infection in less 
than a week. An 84-year-old Polk 
County man was listed as having 
died from the disease on the July 
18 report and a 57-year-old wom-
an was listed on the July 22 report. 
Both of them were listed as having 
underlying health problems.

Polk County had a total of 479 
positive cases of the new coronavi-
rus as of Friday, with 21 residents 
having been hospitalized because of 
the disease. Polk County only had 
205 confirmed cases as of June 30.

Georgia’s total number of cases 
surpassed 160,000 last week as 
the DPH reported daily increas-
es of near or more than 4,000 for 
several days. It reported 81 new 
deaths Wednesday and 82 on Fri-
day, making them the second and 
third deadliest reports since the 
beginning of the pandemic.

The total number of deaths in 
Georgia was at 3,442 as of press 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Carrie Fowler and her family can 
regularly see skydivers from their rural 
Cedartown home gliding down from 
the sky with parachutes.

She used to watch them often and 
think, “I’ll never do that.”

But then her biggest fear was re-
placed in March when her 5-year-old 
daughter Haidyn was diagnosed with 
a rare and aggressive genetic disease 
called Sanfilippo Syndrome.

Now Carrie is getting ready to take 
on one of her longest phobias and sky-
dive this Saturday along with friends 
and family — including her husband, 
Caleb — to help raise awareness of 
the debilitating disease and show her 
daughter that people can overcome 
what they fear.

“My husband knows how scared 
I am of heights,” Carrie Fowler said, 
mentioning moments when flying or 
even driving through the mountains. 
“But I told him now I’m more scared 
of my daughter having a disease that 

will likely take her by her teenage 
years that has no cure.”

Sanfilippo Syndrome is a degenera-
tive disease that has been compared 
to Alzheimer’s but for children. It af-
fects the brain and nervous system 

with no treatment options currently.
Haidyn will slowly lose her abil-

ity to speak, walk, and eat over the 
next few years, but they continue to 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Adapting education in a time of 
pandemic has been an in-depth 
and lengthy process for Polk 
School District leaders, but with 
the start of the school year just 
days away there are still ques-
tions about how classes will go.

Polk Schools Superintendent 
Laurie Atkins unveiled the sys-
tem’s plan for reopening schools 
earlier this month focusing on 
new rules for students to main-
tain physical distancing, as well 
as new procedures covering trans-
portation, meals and instruction.

The first day of school has re-
mained Aug. 3 and no change to 
any other version of reopening 
has been mentioned by the Polk 
County Board of Education.

Part of the plan in place is the 
option for parents to have their 
children participate in virtual 
learning, meaning they would 
work from home by completing 
courses over the internet. The 
school district set a deadline of 
July 17 for applications.

Atkins said they had 949 of 
approximately 8,000 students 
apply for distant learning. That 
is around 11.9% of the district’s 
total enrollment.

Principals and district staff 
spent time last week providing 
training for those teachers who 
will be part of the distant learn-
ing program.

“We are fortunate to have Di-
rected Studies teachers at each of 
our schools,” Atkins said. “These 
teachers, along with support 
from the media specialists, will 
be supervising, monitoring and 
communicating with the distance 
learning students.”

Students will be responsible 
for having their own device and 
a reliable internet connection, 
with most of them working via 
an electronic platform called 

Odysseyware.
There will be a 10-day grace 

period once school starts where 
parents of distant learning stu-
dents may elect to have their 
child attend classes in-person 
instead, but after that time is 
up the student must remain in 
the distant learning program 
at least through the rest of the 
semester.

During an information meet-
ing for parents who applied for 
their child to participate in dis-
tant learning, school district of-
ficials reiterated that the option 

Schools, students facing new challenges this year

Polk sees three 

new COVID-19 

related deaths

Photo by Halie Callihan

Haidyn Fowler (second from right) walk with her father Caleb (right), mother Carrie (second from left) and step-
sister Braelynne. Haidyn was diagnosed in March with Sanfilippo Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder that affects 
her brain and nervous system.
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From the newsroom

Polk School District works to provide information on virtual learning option, start of school

Total cases surpass 
160,000 for the state as 
daily counts hit 4,000

Facing Fears
Mother of girl with rare disease to skydive 

to raise awareness, money for cure
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Haiden Fowler has continued to be a bright presence in her family’s life 
despite dealing with the effects of Sanfilippo Syndrome.
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