
Summer

camps for

kids in

Catoosa County.

Story on page A9

Catoosa County   

celebrates and 

honors its Special 

Olympics athletes.

Sports, page B2

Wednesday, May 10, 2017

Vol. 64, No. 19 • Two sections, 20 pages • 7513 Nashville Street, Ringgold, Ga. • 706-935-2621

To report

news or

for home

delivery,

call

935-2621

75 cents

Email: catoosacountynews@npco.com Website: catoosawalkernews.com

INDEX
Calendar A8

Church A7-8

Classified B8

Crossword B7

Editorial A4

FOPD report A6

Legals B9

Obituaries A2

Sheriff’s report A6

Sports B1

Columnist 

George B. Reed 

Jr.: “The world’s 

policeman?” 

Read his column 

on page A4.

Crossword puzzle 

and Sudoku on 

page B7.

For the
latest 
on local 
news, 
visit our 
website at
catoosawalkernews.com.

By Ezra Kaplan
Associated Press

RINGGOLD — In the northwest 
corner of Georgia, where cows and 
crops vastly outnumber people, a 
small cluster of privately owned 
treatment centers have sprung 
up in recent years for heroin and 
prescription painkiller addicts.

And most of the patients aren’t 
even from the 
state.

Relaxed 
rules in Georgia 
and stricter 
regulations 
in Tennessee 
created a recipe 
for the facilities 
to locate a few 
miles from the 
state line. Each 
year, the Georgia 
centers draw 
thousands of 
addicts from 
Tennessee, 
some who drive 
for hours to get 
treatment. Locals 
are fed up with the onslaught of out-
of-towners who pick up their meds 
and leave, and they complained 
so loudly that Georgia legislators 
recently passed a law essentially 
preventing any new clinics from 
opening up in the area.

“Georgia is getting inundated 
with these treatment centers and 
they’re really drawing patients in 
from outside of our area and that’s 
a big concern,” Catoosa County 
Sheriff Gary Sisk said. “We can’t be 
the solution for all the surrounding 
states.”

Georgia leads the South in 
number of treatment centers with 71. 
Florida, with twice the population, 
has 69.

Last year, one in five people 
treated at an opioid treatment 
center in Georgia came from out of 
state, according to state Department 
of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Disabilities records 
obtained by The Associated Press 
under an open records request.

In the northwest corner of 
Georgia, two out of every three 
patients were from out of state.

Sisk has been with the sheriff’s 
office for 27 years. He said that with 
the growth of the treatment industry, 
he worries about increasing crime, 
including parking lot brawls and 
people driving after abusing their 

medication.
Patients and treatment center 

owners say the sheriff’s concerns 
are overblown and perpetuate the 
stigma of trouble around facilities 
that are often disparagingly called 
“methadone clinics.” A 2016 report 
in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol 
and Drugs found that, in general, 
there is more crime associated with 

a convenience 
store than 
opioid treatment 
programs. 
Counseling is 
also a large part 
of successful 
treatment.

“Medication 
is really the 
smallest part 
of what we do,” 
said Zac Talbott, 
the owner of 
Counseling 
Solutions in 
Chatsworth, 
Georgia, one of 
the five facilities 
near the state 

line.
The shortage of treatment 

facilities is a problem nationwide. 
More than a dozen states have fewer 
than 10 clinics each.

In 2015, fewer than 20 percent 
of people who needed addiction 
treatment received it, according to 
the National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
services.

One of Talbott’s patients is 
Ashley Gardner, who lives two hours 
away in Maryville, Tennessee. The 
34-year-old woman said her addiction 
started in the seventh grade when 
she wanted to numb the pain after 
she was sexually assaulted. She was 
assaulted another time, and saw both 
fathers of her two children die from 
an opioid overdose.

She said her parents disowned 
her, and by the time she was ready 
to get help, she was sneaking pain 
pills out of an emergency room and 
shooting up in the hospital parking 
lot.

Gardner has tried treatment 
facilities closer to her house in 
Tennessee, but she said they 
were overcrowded and expensive. 
Instead, she travels to Georgia 
where methadone, her preferred 
medication, is cheaper. Tennessee 

Georgia losing

patience with drug

treatment tourists

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Attention all local 
farmers and all lovers of 
local vegetables, fruits 
and crafts:

Beginning June 3, 
Catoosa County Parks 
and Recreation will host 
a weekly farmer’s market 
at the Amphitheater 
by the Colonnade in 
Ringgold.

“We had two 
exploratory meetings 
about it,” says Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Travis Barbee, “and we 
had a good turnout of 
local farmers. We want 
to create an opportunity 
for local growers and 
crafters to make their 
products available to the 
public and a chance for 
the public to buy local.”

Spaces will rent for 
$5. Vendors need to sign 
up ahead of time. They 
need to bring their own 
tables and tents, though 
neither is required. 
“It’s okay if people want 
to sell out of the back 
of their trucks,” says 
Barbee.

Barbee says he’s also 
interested in hearing 
from local musicians 
who would like to 
perform at the markets.

Market days will 
be every Saturday, 
beginning June 3, from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. “It will 
be rain or shine, unless 
it’s a really heavy rain,” 
says Barbee. “We haven’t 
decided how far into 
the next season we’ll 
run the market. We’ll 
play that by ear, but I’m 
guessing we’ll go through 
November.”

The address for the 
market is 220 Catoosa 
Circle. For more 
information, call 706-891-
4199 or visit catoosarec.
com/catoosa-farmers-
market.html.

Beginning June 3, Catoosa County Parks and 

Recreation will sponsor a weekly farmer’s market 

at the Amphitheater by the Colonnade in Ringgold. 

(Photo courtesy of Catoosa County Parks and 

Recreation)

Catoosa County Farmer’s 

Market opens June 3

Farmers’ Market 
open in Walker
 USDA news release

It’s summertime, 
and what is more 
exciting than the 
prospect of fresh 
local produce 
provided by your 
nearby farmers’ 
market?

 This season, 
don’t forget to buy 
your locally grown 
seasonal produce, 
baked goods and 
gifts at Battlefield 
Farmers Market.

Starting on May 
6, you can find 
Battlefield Farmers 
Market at the Walker 
County Ag Center, 
10052 U.S. Highway 

27, in Rock Spring 

(adjacent the Civic 

Center) every 

Wednesday from 3-6 

p.m. and Saturdays 

from 8 a.m. until noon 

through Nov. 11.

The Battlefield 

Farmers Market 

is not only a great 

place to purchase 

local produce and 

goods, but it is a 
place to enjoy the 
day with family and 
friends. This year, 
to celebrate our 
Opening Day, we 
will be “Meet your 
Local Farmers” and 
sign up day for new 
members as well as 
some crafters with 
Mother’s Day quickly 
approaching.

This season, all 

 By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Catoosa County 
officials are butting 
heads with the 

members of the 

Ringgold Youth Sports 

Association over the 

use of a county gym to 

the point where certain 

teams are locked out 

of practice pending an 

investigation.

On Tuesday night, 

May 2, RYSA President 
Earl Epps spoke out 
to the county Board of 

Commissioners against 

allegations that he’s 

been allowing a team 
not part of RYSA to 
use the Poplar Springs 
gymnasium illegally.

Epps claims the 
saga began on April 12 
when County Manager 
Jim Walker texted him 
saying that a couple of 
the commissioners had 
questions for him about 
his travel basketball 

team known as the 
“Thunder”.

Epps also 
claims new Parks 
and Recreation 
Director Travis 

Barbee contacted 
board members, the 
association’s treasurer, 
and the baseball 
director asking 
questions about the 

team and Epps. 
“He (Barbee) didn’t 

come right out and say 
it, but he implied that 
our association would 
be better off if they 

got rid of me,” Epps 
said. “I found that to 
be inappropriate -- first 
of all for the county to 
get involved with our 
board, and second, for 
him to be meeting with 
our board about board 
matters.” 

Epps says the last 
week of April was when 
business really picked 
up, as he was told on 
April 24 that practices 
were cancelled for that 
night and that the locks 
had been changed.

The next day, 
Epps said, the county 
requested his keys 
to the old locks, 
at which time he 
discussed the matter 
with commissioners 
Jim Culter and Ray 
Johnson. 

“On the 27th, I was 
told by Mr. Barbee 
that our Thunder kids 

Catoosa County oficials are investigating whether a travel basketball team 

associated with the Ringgold Youth Sports Association is illegally using the 

Poplar Springs gym.

County, Ringgold Youth Sports Association at odds over gym use

“Georgia is getting inundated 

with these treatment centers 

and they’re really 

drawing patients 

in from outside 

of our area and 

that’s a big con-

cern. We can’t be 

the solution for 

all the surrounding states.” 

 — Catoosa County Sheriff 

Gary Sisk
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