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On Ballot: Mayor, council, BOE

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

The City of Calhoun has opened the qualify-
ing time period for the mayor, two city council 
seats and two school board seats – which will 
be voted on in the November election – and is 

also looking to hire two new employees.
The incumbent elected officials are Jimmy Palmer, 

who has been the mayor of Calhoun for more than 
20 years now; on the City Council, Post 1 Council-
woman Jackie Palazzolo and Post 2 Councilman Al 
Edwards; and on the Calhoun City Schools Board 
of Education, Post 4 Board Member Eddie Reeves 
and Post 5 Board Member Tony Swink.

By not having all of their officials run for re-
election in one voting season, the city follows a 
staggered election process, which City Admin-
istrator Eddie Peterson said allows for long-
term continuity.

Qualifying fees are listed at $432 for the may-
or position, $252 for city council and $1 for the 
board of education.

Qualifying for the offices listed above will be 
held at City Hall, located at 226 S. Wall St., be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m. on Aug. 19 and will end at 
4:30 p.m. on Aug. 21. The general election will 
be held Nov. 5.

The city is also accepting applications for 
both an engineer in training and a certified 
police officer.

 ♦ Calhoun is due for changes as the 
City looks to hire two new employees 
and prepares for November elections.

Veteran 
helps others 
like him

 ♦ The Department of Labor 
employee understand the 
struggles of disabled veterans and 
helps them succeed post-service.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

As a veteran who served in Iraq, Josh-
ua Hickman has been looking for a way 
to help other veterans, specifically those 
who return from their service disabled 
in some way. And on May 1 he started 
a job that allows him to do exactly that.

Now, as the disabled veteran outreach 
program specialist for the Georgia De-
partment of Labor, Hickman is reaching 

out to local veterans in the 
Northwest Georgia area 
and assisting them with job 
preparation skills, resume 
building and interviewing 
techniques. Though he is 
based in Rome, Hickman 
aims to visit other local 
towns, including Calhoun.

In fact, nearly a week 
ago, Hickman was at the 

Calhoun Public Library, offering his ser-
vices to any veteran who needed assis-
tance in being offered a job or needed 
their resume polished.

“In smaller towns, the larger the vet-
eran population, the more increased the 
barriers for employing veterans will be,” 
Hickman said.

When he came back from Iraq, Hick-
man didn’t know the services available 
to help veterans reintegrate back to their 
home towns and societies. He said he had 
to do everything on his own – search for 
jobs, overcome his own personal bar-
riers and defeat the stigmas of being a 
disabled veteran.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Around lunchtime any day of 
the week, many drivers find the 
Calhoun Chick-fil-A drive-thru 
packed and lining cars up out 
on Ga. 53. Yet as of earlier this 
month, the Chick-fil-A isn’t the 
only restaurant in that intersec-
tion to draw a large lunch crowd.

For the past year, the lot at 
481 Ga. 53 East has consisted 
of an old Taco Bell building that 
was damaged by a July fire. And 
though in December the City of 
Calhoun’s building official didn’t 
foresee the franchise reopening 

any time soon, the drive-thru of 
the nation-wide chain is once 
again drawing customers to buy 
its food since it opened earlier 
this month.

In early July of 2018, Calhoun 
firefighters were called out to the 
Taco Bell when a fire broke out. 
And though the fire was put out, 
the damage was enough to close 
the building and force owners to 
make decisions on how to proceed.

In November, Calhoun Build-
ing Official Don McGinnis ap-
proved a construction permit 
for the first contractor but still 
said that the team of builders 
was making little headway, es-
pecially after they discovered 
water damage and other unex-
pected problems with the build-
ing’s foundation.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Local restaurateur Derrick Williams says 
his newest project — Trackside Pizzeria 
and Pub — should open in August, if the 
build out goes as planned.

Williams, owner of Duke’s Seafood and 
Wings, stopped by the location of his latest 

venture in downtown Calhoun earlier this 
week to check out the progress.

Trackside will occupy three storefronts 
of the building being redeveloped on South 
Park Avenue. The center of the three rooms 
will feature a kitchen serving brick oven-style 
pizza and plenty of seating. The space to the 
left will be an arcade, including a mix of older 
and newer games. And the space to the right, 
adjacent to what will be Freight and Rail Brew-
ing Co., will have additional seating and a bar.

Taco Bell is back in business

Trackside Pizzeria and Pub aims 
to open downtown in August

Julia McKinney

The Taco Bell on Ga. 53 is back in business.

 ♦ Nearly a year after the 
fire that closed the 
restaurant, the Taco Bell 
on Ga. 53 opens its doors 
once again.

 ♦ The new restaurant will feature a 
bar and arcade.

Julia McKinney

Workers were busy framing out the kitchen at Trackside Piz-
zeria and Pub earlier this week.

Emma Long, Sonoraville 
High School

See ELECTION, A7

Julia McKinney

The new Taco Bell restaurant has finished construction and opened its doors nearly a year after a fire 
destroyed the original building.

Joshua 

Hickman

See VETERANS, A7 See TACOS, A7

See TRACKSIDE, A7


