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By John Pless
Catoosa public information officer

The Catoosa County Board 
of Commissioners will con-
sider a proposed balanced 
budget for fiscal 2021 that 
addresses citizen concerns for 
enhancements to public safe-
ty services and infrastructure 
while adopting the property 
tax rollback rate.

The proposed general fund 
budget is $34,200,174 and in-
cludes a $3 million transfer to 
a new capital projects fund. 
Prior to the transfer, the pro-
posed budget reflects an in-
crease of $2.6 million that is 
supported by growth in reve-
nue collections.

“Building on a foundation of 
fiscal strength, Catoosa County 
is well prepared to address our 
citizen’s most requested needs 
for safety and quality of life 
enhancements,” said Catoosa 
County chairman Steven Henry. 
“I am proud of the hard work 
that our county employees do 
to deliver high-quality services 
while being good stewards of 
our tax dollars.”

To address increased calls 
for emergency services in the 
Keith community, the 2021 
budget proposes adding full-
time career firefighters to each 
shift at Station 4, which is cur-
rently staffed with volunteers 
and two full-time firefighters. 
This enhancement is expected 
to reduce response times in the 
northeastern section of Catoosa 
County, potentially saving lives 
and property.

Budgeted technology en-
hancements for first respond-
ers include updated equipment 
and software for the Fire De-
partment, Sheriff’s Office and 
911/Emergency Management 
to further enhance response 
times.

The proposed capital projects 
fund, created with a $3-mil-
lion transfer from the budget’s 
fund balance, will fast-track cit-
izen-requested infrastructure 
improvements such as road 
maintenance and stormwater 
management.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@

WalkerMessenger.com

Census workers will of-
ficially begin knocking on 
doors on Aug. 11 to count 
residents who have not yet 
responded to their census 
questionnaires.

Census workers will have a 
photo ID and a device show-
ing the U.S. Department of 
Commerce seal; they will 
also wear masks, have hand 
sanitizer, practice social 
distancing and conduct the 
interview outside, Assistant 
Regional Census Manager 
Marilyn Stephens said.

Every 10 years Ameri-
cans can take less than 
10 minutes to make sure 
their states and counties 
receive their fair share of 
funds, Stephens stressed.

“We don’t want to send 
money back because of a lack 
of participation,” she said.

Residents should soon 
begin seeing advertise-
ments about census takers 
contacting those who have 
not responded. Stephens 
said the Census Bureau is 
urging those who do not 
wish a visit from the cen-
sus workers to “Avoid the 
knock. Self respond today.”

Residents may still com-
plete the census by phone, 
online or mail-in paper 
form. The 2020 Census 
is the first offering three 
options for self-response.

Census data collection 
will conclude at the end 
of September.

Census data determines 
how federal funding will 
be disbursed for schools, 
healthcare, hunger, infra-
structure and emergency 
services over the next de-
cade. The data from this 
count also determines the 
number of seats each state 
has in the House of Rep-
resentatives and is used 

to draw congressional and 
state legislative districts.

According to a Aug. 4 
tally by the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, Walker County’s self-
response rate of 57.1% lags 
behind Catoosa County’s 
66.8%, Georgia’s 58.7% rate 
and the nation’s 62.9% rate.  

The lowest participation 
rate in Walker County is 
in the census tract around 
zip codes 30707 (Chicka-
mauga) and 30731 (Men-
lo), where participation 
is 50.7%. The lowest par-
ticipation rate in Catoosa 
is in census tracts around 
zip code 30742 (Fort Ogle-
thorpe), where participation 
is as low as 59.3% while 
one the census tract in the 
center of the county with 

zip code 30736 (Ringgold) 
has achieved a 73.3% self-
response rate, according to 
Census Bureau data.

Stephens said she was 
pleased with Catoosa’s rate 

and urges more counties to 
push to exceed the state’s 
response rate.

The head of each house-
hold should fill out the cen-
sus for every person in the 
home at the time of the 
count, including any rel-
atives or friends who are 
temporarily residing in 
the home. In shared cus-
tody situations, children 
should be counted where 
they slept on April 1.

Census workers will ask 
the name, birth date and 
number of residents in each 
household and a question 
about whether the residents 
own, own with a mortgage 
or rent their residence.

Purpose of the 
census

The constitutionally-man-
dated head count of every 
person living in the United 
States has been conducted 
since 1790.

Every person counted in 
Walker County represents 
about $2,300 in federal funds 
for things like school break-
fast and lunch programs, 
student loans, housing and 
energy assistance, Medic-
aid, highway planning and 
construction, transit grants 
and supplemental nutrition 
programs like WIC (Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants 
and Children) and SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program), ac-
cording to county officials.

The impact of an under-
count can last a decade be-
cause population estimates 
and projections are based 
on census counts.

Census responses are 
kept confidential for 72 
years. Then National Ar-
chives and Records Ad-
ministration releases the 
information to the public 
for genealogy research.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

The Catoosa County Board of Education held 
a regular meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 4, to dis-
cuss budgetary and other issues.

Big on everyone’s minds was the reopening 
plans for the coming school year, but Super-
intendent Denia Reese says no changes were 
made to the plan that was posted on the school 
system’s website on July 27.

According to a letter posted on the website 
from Reese to parents and the public:

 ♦ Students in digital and in-person learning 
will begin on Aug. 24.

 ♦Elementary school students (K-
5) will go to school five days a week.

 ♦ Pre-K, middle, and high school 
students will begin on a hybrid 
schedule, attending Monday/Tues-
day or Thursday/Friday.

 ♦ The school calendar will re-
main the same. The only change 
is the first day of school (which 
had been Aug. 10).

Reese says the beginning of this school year 
will be “all hands on deck.” Teachers, auxiliary 
teachers and aides will be in classrooms to help 
maintain safe health practices and to help children 
bridge any gaps that developed from the abrupt 

early end of classroom learning and the scram-
ble to adapt to online learning last school year.

Neither COVID-19 nor budget cuts, says Re-
ese, will impact the jobs of anyone in the school 
system. The system is working to fill some va-
cant non-teaching positions, including clean-
ing technician positions.

County 
proposes 
balanced 
budget 

U.S. Census Bureau/TownNews.com Content Exchange

Census takers will have an ID with photo, expiration date, name 
and a Department of Commerce watermark. They will also have 
an official bag and electronic device with Census Bureau logo.

Scott Herpst

Lakeview-Fort Oglethorpe and Ringgold high schools held traditional graduation ceremonies for the Class of 2020 
on Friday, July 31. Here, LFO seniors file into the stadium at the beginning of the ceremony. 

For more graduation photos, see page A8 for Ringgold High School and page B5 for LFO High School.

Graduation ceremonies held

Denia 

Reese

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about the upcoming 

school year, visit https://www.catoosa.k12.ga.us.

AP-Andrew Harnik

Census Bureau Director Steven Dillingham wears a mask 
with the words “2020 Census” as he is sworn in to tes-
tify before a House Committee on Oversight and Reform.

METHODS TO SELF 

RESPOND

The U.S. Census 

Bureau urges Georgians 

to “Avoid the Knock. Self 

respond today.” by filling 

out their census on-

line at 2020census.gov, 

calling the U.S. Census 

Bureau at 1-844-330-

2020 or mailing in their 

forms. The process is 

simple and takes less 

than 10 minutes.

No tax rate increase; 
addresses citizen 
concerns

MORE INFORMATION

The proposed fiscal 

2021 budget is available for 

public review online at www.

catoosa.com/budget, and a 

public hearing is scheduled 

for Monday, Aug. 10, at 

5:30 p.m. 

The Board of 

Commissioners is scheduled 

to vote on the budget during 

their Aug. 18 meeting.

See SCHOOL, A3

See BUDGET, A3

School board discusses new year, budget


