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Mark those calendars 
now on Sept. 29 for the 
upcoming Outreach 
Tabernacle’s night of 
southern gospel at the 
church at 1351 Co. Road 31 
in Muscadine, Ala. They’ll 
be hosting The Masters 
Touch from Valley, Ala., 
and Chattanooga’s His 
Call and The Yarbroughs 
from Bremen. Outreach 
Tabernacle’s church choir 
will also perform under the 
direction of GW Cash. The 
night of song starts at 5:30 
p.m. Central. 

Cedartown’s 41st annual 
Fall Festival is coming up 
on Saturday, Oct. 6, 2018 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
applications are now open 
for vendors to sign up and 
take part. Arts and Crafts 
vendors are $40, food 
vendors $50, and booths 
for information only are 
$25. Children’s activities 
are $75. Additional fees 
are required for power 
and drinks. Find forms 
on downtowncedartown.
com to fill out and 
return to the Downtown 
Cedartown Association 
as soon as possible to be 
a vendor. Patrons can 
enjoy the parade, festival 
and more free of charge. 
Call or e-mail Ramona 
Ruark, Main Street 
Director at 770-748-2090, 
or e-mail her at rruark@
downtowncedartown.com.

Taylorsville Baptist 
Church - Awana – 
Children and Youth 
Christian ministry begins 
Wednesday, Sept. 12. 
Classes open to Pre- school 
– 12 th grade. Weekly 
schedule: Supper at 5:30 
p.m.; Bible study activities 

See CALENDAR, A12

From staff  reports

Local youth and families 
can now enjoy getting 
back onto the swings 
and running around 
the fantasyland of the 
playground at the Nathan 
Dean Sports Complex. 

It was previously closed 
for the past months due 
to needed fixes. 

T h e  w o o d - b a s e d 
playground was built in 
the 1990s, and sits next 
to softball, soccer and 
youth football fields at the 
Rockmart sports complex. 

That equipment recently 
received updates thanks to 
the city’s recreation and 
public works departments 
in the past weeks, and 

wrapped up in recent 
days as families returned 
to play when the park is 
open in the mornings 
through dusk. 

Those included new 
swing set beams, see 
saws, repairs to the 
railing and platforms 
on the structures plus 
several other needed fixes 
through the playground 
area.

Fixes included trying 
t o  s a v e  t h e  r a i l i n g 
boards with original 
contributors on them and 
re-incorporating it back 
into the playground itself. 

T h e  P o l k  C o u n t y 
Sheriff ’s  Office also 
participated and helped 
out with the repairs.

Playground repairs all 
done in Rockmart

Above: A family took time out of their Friday morning to enjoy new see-saws in the playground at the Nathan Dean 
Sports Complex. Repairs were recently completed by the City of Rockmart in many spots around the wooden structure. 
Below: A brand new boat is part of the fun for local youth at the playground at the Nathan Dean Sports Complex, 
where repairs were recently completed. / Kevin Myrick

Polk County 
Fair continues 

through 
Sunday

Budget approved, millage rate vetoed

From staff reports

The Polk County Fair opened 
this week after press time on 
Tuesday (or is just starting 
“tonight” for our subscribers and 
readers who get the paper early,) 
and continues through until it 
closes up on Sunday afternoon. 

Gates open this evening at 5 
p.m., and will stay open until 10 
p.m. nightly through Thursday. 
Friday and Saturday the fair is 
open from 5 to 11 p.m., and they 
open on Sunday at 1 p.m. for a 
special final afternoon, a first for 
the fair in more than 40 years. 

Admission is $5 for adults 
and $3 for children. Youth 5 
and under get in free. 

Fairgoers will need to pay $20 
for armbands each night of the 
fair to enjoy rides. 

Parking is free, as always, and 
local youth in the Cedartown 
Police Explorers program, scouts 
and others along with Exchange 
Club members provide direction 
for those coming and going from 
the fairgrounds, located off the 
intersection of the Highway 27 
bypass and Highway 278 just 
outside of Cedartown and next 
to the Det. Kristen Hearne Public 
Safety Complex. 

Tonight (Wednesday) the 
fair continues with a $1 off for 
anyone who brings along a 
church bulletin for discounted 
entry, and several acts are lined 
up to perform as well. (See the 
entire list of performances with 
this story on Page A6.)

Trammel Lawn Care sponsors 
tonight’s events. They’re joined 
by this year’s platinum sponsor 
CedarChem, and gold sponsor 
The HON Company. The fair on 
Tuesday night was sponsored 
by Richard Long. 

Gammon, Anderson and 
McFall is sponsoring the evening 
of Aug. 30 at the fairgrounds, 
followed by Friday’s sponsorship 
by GEO Specialty Chemical. 
Saturday is sponsored by Smith 
and Miller Funeral Home in 
Cedartown. 

Another addition to this year’s 
fair lineup is The Exchange Club 
Idol Contest, where local singers 
are competing for a trophy, gift 
card and title of XC Idol. 

They were chosen from a 
previous audition and will 
perform for three local celebrity 
judges. 

With the fair closing Sunday 
(no performances or sponsors 
were listed for the final day based 
on information available at press 
time,) and the annual traditions 
of various livestock contests, 
food, rides and fun there’s plenty 
to see and lots more time this 
year to spend at the fairgrounds. 

And for good reason. Money 
spent at the fair on items like the 
Exchange Club’s famous foot-
long hotdogs, on entry fees and 
more goes right back into the 
community. 

Each year the Exchange Club 
donates thousands of dollars to 
various organizations throughout 
Polk County including the Boys 
and Girls Club, Our House, the 
Boy Scouts and many others. 

The Exchange Club also 
awards several scholarships to 
high school seniors from both 
Cedartown and Rockmart High 
School, while also honoring local 
law enforcement and firefighters 
in the community. 

 ♦ County 
commissioners were 
set to meet on Tuesday 
for special called 
session to override 
veto of 11.475 mills

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Depending on when 
someone picks up the 
newspaper this week, there 
might have already been an 
increase in the millage rate. 
Or not. 

The winds of fortune 
for Polk County taxpayers 
completely depend on 
whether commissioners will 
vote to override a veto of the 
millage rate approved in a 
4-1 vote in a special called 
session, or whether they’ll 
have to decide on a new one. 

Commissioners gathered 
on Aug. 21 and 22 in one 
session to discuss how once 
again they’ll balance the 
budget, and the following 

night settled on spending 
numbers, but didn’t settle 
where the revenue will come 
from. 

Several rates were put 
up, but none stuck after 
Commission Chair Jennifer 
Hulsey vetoed two rates, and 
others were voted against 
as the board couldn’t agree 
on where to set millage for 
2018 tax bills in the county. 
They did approve the Polk 
County Board of Education’s 

16.08 millage rate, which 
this year is set lower than 
the previous year. 

It marked the seventh 
discussion of the budget 
since it was proposed by 
the county administration. 

They were set to meet 
Tuesday after press time 
after Commissioner Hal 
Floyd gathered enough 
signatures from the others 
who approved a rate of 11.475 
mills for the county, but saw 

it shot down in a veto. If they 
successfully override the veto 
during the meeting, that will 
be the rate that shows up 
on tax bills. 

County Manager Matt 
Denton said that should 
commissioners fail to 
override the veto, they can 
vote on others until they 
settle on a rate. They need to 
do so before Sept. 14, when 
the state is set to come and 
give their approval of the tax 
rolls for 2018. 

Bills usually go out by 
the end of September with 
millage rates from the cities, 
school board and county 
and are due by December 
1. If there is any delay past 
the Sept. 14 deadline to get 
the state to sign off and tax 
bills go out later, property 
owners will be given an 
extension past Dec. 1, Denton 
explained. 

Last week’s vote and 
subsequent veto mark the 
latest chapter in the story 
over the budget, which 

 ♦ Cedartown campus to host 
business event in two weeks 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Local business leaders are 
encouraged to take part – or even 
setup a booth to gain some clients 
– in an upcoming event at the Polk 
County College and Career Academy 
in early September. 

The Cedartown campus is hosting 
the first ever POLKx event, styled 
around the idea of a TED (which 
stands for Technology, Entertainment 

and Design) conference that have 
been growing in popularity since 
they began in the 1990s. 

The conferences have since allowed 
for self-organized spinoffs, called 
TEDx events, to become part of a large 
network of events around the globe. 
Now Polk is getting its own version 
of the event, just not specifically 
affiliated with TED’s organization. 

“It’s not an official TEDx event,” 
Polk County Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Blair Elrod said. 
“But it’s going to be like going to one.” 

PolkX is set to feature as keynote 
speaker Andy Christiansen, an author, 
speaker and coach. The event will 

also feature Bing Oliver from Peake 
Coaching and Consulting; Chick-
fil-A Rockmart Social Media director 
Jared Stump; organizational and 
human behavior specialist Thomas 
Earp and author Doug Grady, a TEDx 
speaker and creator of the program 
“40 Days of Focus.” 

The POLKx Business Leadership 
Summit will start at 10 a.m. at the 
Cedartown campus of the College 
and Career Academy on Sept. 8. The 
event looks to wrap up by 2 p.m. 

Along with speakers, POLKx will 
also feature a business-to-business 
expo, and workshops in several areas 
like social media and marketing. Elrod 

said those who wish to participate 
in the exhibit area and connect with 
other business owners with products 
and services like web design, business 
cards, accounting and more can sign 
up by getting in touch at info@
polkgeorgia.com. To have a booth 
in the expo is $5. 

Admission is $5 for the general 
public, and Chamber members get 

POLKx coming to PCCCA in early September

Commissioners grappled with the numbers during a Tues-
day budget work session that saw the board split between 
whether to increase the millage rate, or rely on landfill 
funds. / Kevin Myrick
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