
By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

A multitude of local folks 
turned out on Monday, Sept. 
2, for Labor Day in the Streets 
in Fort Oglethorpe, in spite 
of the heat.

Several blocks of LaFay-
ette Road were blocked off 
for the festival that featured 
food vendors, arts and crafts, 
music, inflatables for chil-
dren, a cruise-in that in-
cluded antique tractors, 
a talent show, a corn hole 
tournament, a Little Miss 
Labor Day pageant and 
much more.

Ryan Ralston, president 
of the Fort Oglethorpe Tour-
ism Association and pastor 
of Liberty Baptist Church, 
headed up the event, along 
with a crew of volunteers 
from his church and other 
churches.

Good food, entertainment 
and handcrafted and home-
grown gift items filled over 
60 booths. Children could 
be seen at every turn wear-
ing scaled down firefighter 
hats that were being given 
away by the Fort Ogletho-
rpe Fire Department, which 
was also giving away pen-
cils topped by fire hat and 
fire hydrant erasers. Perry’s 
Promise, an animal advo-
cacy group, was on hand to 
provide information about 
their spay-neuter aid and 
programs to help senior 
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For 10 years now, every third-grader in Ca-
toosa County Public Schools has received a 
brand new dictionary from Catoosa Citizens 
for Learning (CCL), which has given away 
8,000 dictionaries to date. Students also 
receive a special pen with their graduation 
year imprinted on it.

CCL director Shirley Smith says the cen-
ter implemented the program because third 

grade is a critical year. “Third grade seems to be 
a hard year for reading,” she says. “The kids love 
the dictionaries. 

“They have a lot more in them than just words 
and definitions,” she continued. “There are 
maps, a list of presidents, a lot of social stud-
ies-type things.”

Catoosa Citizens for Literacy does not just drop 
the dictionaries off at the schools, says Darla 
Crawford, CCL education coordinator. 

8,000 dictionaries and 
counting for 3rd-graders

Thirty-one locations received 
perfect scores in Catoosa and 
Walker counties for inspec-
tions conducted during the 
second half of August.

There were no failures. 
But several facilities received 
less-than-satisfactory scores.

Rossville’s “Rolling in the 
Dough-Nut” received a score 
of 83 after the inspector ob-
served food being held at 
incorrect temperatures and 
stored improperly.

Zaxby’s on Battlefield Park-
way received a score of 88 
when an employee was seen 
switching between raw ani-
mal product and ready-to-
eat food without washing 
hands or changing gloves.

Also receiving a score of 
88 was Station House in 
LaFayette, due to expired 
sauces and food containers 
without lids.

Catoosa County

Zaxby’s (Battlefield 
Parkway)

2541 Battlefield Parkway, 
Fort Oglethorpe

Inspection date: Aug. 15
Score: 88
Inspector’s notes: Observed 

food employee go from prep-
ping raw animal product to 
working with ready to eat 
foods without washing hands 
(9 points). Observed food 
product with an improper 
label (3 points).

Econo Lodge Inn and 
Suites Pool

2120 LaFayette Road, Fort 
Oglethorpe

Inspection date: Aug. 15
Score: 96
Inspector’s notes: Observed 

no 2-inch tile with a contrast of 
color between pool stairs and 
the background. (4 points).

CHI Memorial (Georgia)
100 Gross Crescent Circle, 

Fort Oglethorpe
Inspection date: Aug. 19
Score: 100
Pizza Hut Delivery
1919 Battlefield Parkway, 

Fort Oglethorpe
Inspection date: Aug. 19
Score: 100
Subway (Cloud Springs 

Road)
4257 Cloud Springs Road, 

Ringgold
Inspection date: Aug. 20
Score: 90
Inspector’s notes: Observed 

employee beverage in a sin-
gle service cup with no lid or 
straw (4 points). Observed 
food container without a label 
with the common name (3 
points). Observed employee 
actively prepping and serving 
food with bracelet (3 points).

FUN IN THE SUN AT 
LABOR DAY IN STREETS
‘We had a great team of people who worked really hard’

RESTAURANT 

INSPECTIONS

Tamara Wolk

Over 60 vendors lined several blocks of Lafayette Road and filled parking lots along the route for Labor Day in the Streets 
in Fort Oglethorpe.

See LITERACY, A7

Catoosa Citizens for Literacy has been giving every third-grader in Catoosa County Public Schools a 
dictionary for 10 years. 8,000 dictionaries have been presented thus far.
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The cruise-in included a collection of antique tractors, including this very old one.

Inspections for 
Catoosa and 
Walker counties 
for Aug. 15-31

See INSPECT, A12 See LABOR DAY, A9

Tamara Wolk

Fort Oglethorpe’s Labor Day in the 
Streets was not for people only.

Tamara Wolk

Fort Oglethorpe’s Labor Day in the Streets drew 
crowds on Sept. 2 in spite of the heat.


