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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

Education & Recreation

Our annual Review & Forecast with three 

special sections highlighting local businesses, 

schools,  governments, recreational opportuni-

ties and updates on health and wellness can be 

found in today’s edition.

LaFayette’s oldest 
building is no more
180-year-old structure reduced to rubble

Loach’s Drug Store, circa early 1900s. The antebellum building, vacant for 

several years, on the square in LaFayette had its northern facade fall onto 

Villanow Street last week. No injuries were reported.

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Until its collapse last week, the two-
story brick structure at the corner of East 
Villanow and Main streets was the oldest 
building standing in LaFayette.

Built about 1838 by Spencer Marsh, the 
building stood on the northeast corner of 
the city’s downtown square.

In its earliest incarnation  it was a 
mercantile store where Marsh sold goods 
that were brought by wagons from Augusta 
and Charleston, S.C.

The original front 50 feet were 
constructed of handmade bricks and the 
building showed scars from the Civil War’s 
Battle of LaFayette, 

In subsequent years the store was 
occupied by Warthern & Sparks Drug 

Store, Nichols Bros. Drug Store, Loach’s 

Drug Store, Giles Drug Store and Security 

Finance Company. 

The second floor was the first home of 

the Walker County Telephone Company 

and also house the offices of Dr. D.W. 

Hammond for many years.

The building had been modified to 

include several small commercial spaces 

on its lower level with apartments on the 

upper floor, but had been vacant for more 

than a year when, on Thursday afternoon, 

Feb. 22, 2018, a portion fell away.

Kevin Dunn, the city’s director of 

utilities and planning, said the structure’s 

determination had been reported to its 

owner more than a month ago. A request 

that an engineer examine the building and 

advise officials on what could be done to 

stabilize the landmark was never received 

prior to the collapse.

Employees in an adjacent building said 

they thought it “was an earthquake” when 

the heard the noise and dashed outside. 

Traffic was blocked on the section of East 

Villanow between Duke and North Main 

streets and will remain closed until rubble 

can be cleared away and engineers deem 

it safe to reopen one of the city’s major 

thoroughfares. 

After working to stabilize the structure 

over the weekend, workers were attaching 

black plastic sheeting to the exposed walls 

of its interior and of the building next door.

Insurance adjusters have visited the 

scene and city officials say the building’s 

owner will be responsible for the costs of 

repairs and cleanup.

Left: A building at 101East LaFayette Square collapsed, falling onto the sidewalk and Villanow Street, shortly before 5 p.m. on 

Thursday, Feb. 22. First responders cordoned off the street, disconnected utilities and secured the scene. which is in the block 

between Main and Duke streets. Right: Demolition began the next day and is ongoing. (Messenger photos/Mike O’Neal)

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

The months-long impasse 
between county government 
and a non-profit organization 
that provides health care 
services to the needy in 
Northwest Georgia and 
beyond is over.

On Feb. 20, the Walker 
County Board of Education’s 
trustees agreed to lease the 
former Fairview Elementary 
School, now vacant except 
for Ridgeland High wrestlers 
using its gymnasium as a 
training facility, to Primary 
Healthcare Centers.

Since opening its first 
clinic more than 38 years 
ago in Trenton, PHC has full-
service medical facilities in 
Catoosa, Chattooga, Dade, 
Polk and Walker counties.

Licensed physicians and 
staff at PHC clinics accept 
patients who are insured, 
including Medicare and 
Medicaid, underinsured or 
uninsured. Those with no 
insurance can qualify for a 
sliding fee-for-services scale.

In 2008, PHC used grant 
funding, including a county 
match of in-kind service, to 
convert the vacant Walker 
County Health Department 
building in Rossville..

Following his election 
in 2016, Walker County 
Commissioner Shannon 
Whitfield has attempted to 
alter the agreement whereby 
PHC utilized the county-
owned building on Suggs 
Street as a clinic.

Following the school 
board’s action Tuesday night, 

the issue seems settled, as 
described by PHC’s CEO 
Diana Allen following the 
vote.

“After months of failed 
negotiations, Primary 
Healthcare Centers (PHC) was 
notified by the Walker County 
Commissioner on Jan. 30, 2018, 
that it must vacate the county 
owned buildings in Rossville 
and Lafayette within 60 days, 
or no later than March 31, 
2018.” she said.

Allen said that upon 
receipt of the eviction 
notice she approached 
Walker County Schools 
Superintendent Damon 
Raines regarding the 
possibility of leasing the 
unoccupied Fairview school 
building for the purpose 
of relocating its Rossville 

medical clinic and support 
staff and the Lafayette 
administrative staff to that 
building.

Walker County Schools 
provided the following 
statement regarding the 
decision to lease the vacant 
school:

“The Walker County 
Board of Education was 
approached by officials 
representing Primary Health 
Care regarding utilization 
of a vacant property owned 
by the Board. The members 
of the Board took this under 
consideration during their 
Planning Session on Tuesday, 
February 13 and have agreed 
to the following terms on 
the property located at 

Primary Healthcare Centers relocating 

to  former Fairview Elementary School
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