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By Georgia Department 
Of Public Health

Georgia Department of 
Public Health Northwest 
Health District has confirmed 
a case of hepatitis A in a food 
handler at McDonald’s, 106 
LaFayette Road, Chickam-
auga, Ga.

An investigation found that 
this employee worked at the 
restaurant while infectious, 
from March 4-17.

While it is relatively rare for 
restaurant patrons to become 
infected with hepatitis A virus 
due to an infected food han-
dler, “there might be some 

risk to the public,” District 
Health Director Dr. Unini 
Odama said, “and therefore 
we are doing everything nec-
essary to protect the public 
and anyone that might have 

been inadvertently exposed 
to the hepatitis A virus.”

The health department rec-
ommends that anyone who 
consumed food or drink at 
this restaurant during this 

time contact their health-
care provider or local health 
department to determine if 
a hepatitis A vaccination is 
needed to prevent the dis-
ease. The hepatitis A vaccine 
is safe, effective, and well-tol-
erated. It is the best protec-
tion against the hepatitis A 
virus. Additional protective 
measures, such as immune 
globulin injections, may be 
recommended for certain 
people.

Free hepatitis A vaccina-
tions were provided at the 
Catoosa and Walker County 
Health Departments this past 
weekend.

Anyone who consumed 
food and/or drink at the res-
taurant during March 4-17 
should:

1. Monitor their health 
for symptoms of hepatitis 
A infection up to fifty days 
after exposure.

2. Wash their hands with 
soap and warm water fre-
quently and thoroughly, espe-
cially after using the bath-
room and before preparing 
food.

3. Stay at home and con-
tact your healthcare provider 
immediately if symptoms of 

Officials confirm local case of hepatitis A

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

A woman arrested in 
December for alleged 
embezzlement is now fac-
ing additional forgery and 
theft charges 
in Ringgold, 
police say.

According 
to the Ring-
gold Police 
Department, 
42-year-old 
Judy Michelle 
Hicks of Mur-
ray County 
was arrested 
Dec. 11 on 
charges of theft by taking 
over $25,000, first-degree 
forgery, and unauthorized 
use of financial transaction 
cards.

Hicks’ hus-
band, 41-year-
old James 
Christopher 
Hicks, was 
also arrested 
on a charge 
of being party 
to a crime for 
his alleged 
knowledge 
of and benefit 
from his wife’s crimes. Both 
were subsequently released 
from jail on bond.

The investigation began in 
August when the owner of 
Happy Feet International, a 
flooring company in Ring-
gold, discovered that his 
bookkeeper, Judy Hicks, 
had been stealing money 
for personal use.

Hicks worked for the com-
pany for about six years, and 
Detective Anthony Greg-
ory said the investigation 
revealed that the habitual 
thievery had been going on 
for awhile.

“It all went back awhile,” 
Gregory said following Hicks’ 
arrest. “She worked there for 
six years, but it’s mainly been 
the past three to four years 
that this type of activity has 
increased. In a nutshell, they 
found out that a lot of differ-
ent things were going on.”

Hicks was immediately 
terminated from the com-
pany when the crimes were 
discovered, and a forensic 
auditor came in to assess the 
company’s books regarding 
Hicks’ activity.

Gregory said the investiga-
tion revealed instances where 
money went into Hick’s per-
sonal bank account, paid for 
her son’s braces, another 
person’s dental work, vaca-
tions, payments on her credit 
cards, student loans, grocer-
ies, personal items, and even 
her Sirius Satellite Radio 
subscription.

By Carrie L. Chandler
CChandler@WalkerMessenger.com

It all began with stopping at a 
gas station to get a soda. Cheribeth 
Swanson didn’t know that morning 
in 2005 that her life would change 
forever, but when she realized that 
she couldn’t tell if the drink was cold 
by touch, her journey with Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) began.

The journey, although long and 
difficult, has turned Swanson and 
the rest of her family into advocates 
who educate others about MS and 
raise funds for research. On April 6, 
she and a group of 30 family mem-
bers and friends will participate in 
Walk MS Rome at Berry College in 
Rome, Ga.

This is the fifth year the family has 
participated in the event. Cheryl Wil-
son, Swanson’s aunt, saw the walk 
advertised six years ago, and the family 
decided to participate. The first year 
“it was on Cheribeth’s birthday, and 
we thought that would be a good way 
to celebrate” remembered Wilson.

In 2017, Team Cheribeth raised 
$11,000, taking the title of top fun-
draiser for the Rome walk. Karen 
Stoker, Swanson’s mother, noted, 
“we are kind of competitive” as a fam-
ily, each wanting to raise the most 
money. In 2017, Swanson’s grand-
father, Bob Chappell, was in the top 
100 fundraisers in the state. But the 
competition is all in fun, because “it 
could be $50 or $4,000 and it’s more 
money than (the) MS (Society) had” 
said Swanson. Stoker notes that 90% 
of the money raised goes to National 
MS Society to fund research toward 
understanding MS.

Not only do Swanson and her fam-
ily participate in the Walk, they also 
host a yearly yard sale in the spring 
with all proceeds going to the MS 
Society. Once a year, the family part-
ners with Northwest Georgia Techni-
cal College to host an MS Awareness 
volleyball game.

A few years ago at the game “the 
opposing team came to take a picture 

with Cheribeth,” recalled Stoker. “One 
of the players was very emotional 
because her mom had just been diag-
nosed with MS.”

Swanson was 
able to talk with 
her and give her 
a new perspec-
tive of what 
it’s like to live 
with MS. Since 
then, the two 
have kept in 
touch. “That’s 
why we do these 
things. Some-
one was there 
when Cheribeth 
needed them, 
and we want to 
do that too” said 
Stoker.

Swanson, a 
full-time nurse, 
had diagnosed 
herself before 
she received the call from her doc-
tor. “I was upset, but I was okay,” 
she recalled.

Life stayed much the same for Swan-
son until 2011, when she started hav-
ing issues walking. With the use of 
walking aids, she was able to continue 

walking until 2016. Although she is in 
a wheelchair now, she, and her fam-
ily, have not given up hope. Her aunt, 

Cheryl Wilson, 
summed it up by 
saying “God is a 
God of miracles” 
Cheribeth, sur-
rounded by her 
family, firmly 
believes that.

M S  i s  a n 
immune-medi-
ated disease, 
which means 
it causes the 
immune system 
to work over-
time. The dis-
ease affects the 
central nervous 
system because 
the body, for 
some reason, 
attacks the cov-
ering around the 

nerves, called myelin.
“When you flip a switch, the light 

comes on,” Swanson explained, “unless 
something has attacked the insulation 
around the wiring. Then the lights 

Hope in the face of MS
Cheribeth Swanson, with parents Ken Stoker, Karen Stoker, and brother Ben Stoker at the 2017 WalkMS Rome. / Contributed

Team Cheribeth 2107, WalkMS Rome.

TEAM CHERIBETH IS ACCEPTING 

DONATIONS IN SEVERAL WAYS 

...

Drop off donations anytime at Dale 
Wilson’s Pure Service station at 305 
North Main Street, LaFayette, Ga.

Mail donations to the MS Society at 
950 East Paces Ferry Road NE #110, 
Atlanta, GA 30326

Donate online at www.
nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Walk/
GAAWalkEvents?pg=entry&fr_id=30427.

Scroll to the bottom of the page, select 
fundraising, then teams. Choose Team 
Cheribeth, and join the team.

The annual Team Cheribeth yard sale 
will be May 1-4 at 2927 Trion Highway, 
LaFayette. All proceeds go to the MS 
Society.
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