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Young 
Artists

This artwork is from So-
noraville High School se-
nior Ashlyn Boots-Cain.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

During the 2019 General 
Assembly session, significant 
improvements were made 
for Georgia school systems, 
including teachers’ raises 
and an increased focus on 
school safety, said Rep. Rick 
Jasperse.

Jasperse, R-Jasper, serves 
as the chair of the educa-
tion committee in the Geor-
gia House and said this year 
was an important one for 
schools. Having the respon-
sibility of viewing every edu-
cation-related bill before it 
gets presented to the House, 
Jasperse is familiar with 
the bills that were passed 
to make schools safer and 
more student-focused.

In his opinion, education 
is one of the most impor-
tant parts of a society, and 
Jasperse said the education 
committee is determined to 
making schools safe and to 
improving the opportunities 
offered to Georgia’s students.

Teachers’ raises

At the end of February, 
legislators approved Gov. 
Brian Kemp’s proposed bud-
get for 2020, which included 
substantial raises for teach-
ers. According to the bud-
get, each teacher would 
receive a $3,000 pay raise, 
and although it’s short of 
his campaigned promise of 
$5,000, this is still the larg-
est pay increase for teachers 
in Georgia’s history.

“This is the greatest impact 
for education across the 
entire state,” Jasperse said, 
“and there’s still promise for 
more (pay raises).”

Jasperse said where this 
pay increase will make a 
significant difference is in 
the rural counties that don’t 
have as many resources as 
bigger districts. He is glad 
to see teachers finally being 
rewarded for their hard work, 
admitting that Georgia’s edu-
cators have waited a long 
time to receive a raise.

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

In mid-February, Calhoun resident 
Joe Norman was beside his mother at 
a Rome hospital — a place he had fre-
quently been since she was admitted 
on Dec. 11 — when he got the call. The 
person on the other line was extend-
ing the opportunity of a lifetime, a 
chance to join a camel caravan cross-
ing the Rub al Khali desert in Saudi 

Arabia. But with his mother’s health 
on his mind, he turned them down.

While Norman was on the phone, his 
mother was listening. So when she heard 
him turn down the offer, she looked to him 
and mouthed out the words, “You need 
to do this.” She could not speak, a hole in 
her throat prevented as much. But the 
message from her was clear enough — go.

“I asked her another 20 times to the 
point I annoyed the hell out of her,” 
he said, still worried about leaving 

the side of his mother, who had suf-
fered from pulmonary edema, cardiac 
arrest, pneumonia and ARDS (acute 
respiratory distress syndrome).

Norman called back, and three days 
later he was on a flight from Atlanta 
heading for Saudi Arabia.

“I almost didn’t go to Saudi Ara-
bia because of her experience,” he 
said. “It was a very whirlwind trip.”

From Staff Reports

A 2016 Gordon Central 
graduate will put his skills 
to the test alongside fellow 
members of the University 
of North Georgia Ranger 
Challenge team on Friday 
and Saturday for the Sand-
hurst Military Skills Compe-
tition, held at the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point.

Nicholas Nesbitt, a 
senior at UNG, will com-
pete against other colleges 
from the U.S. and other 
countries in Ranger Chal-
lenge, the varsity sport of 
Army ROTC. And the team is 
hoping for another success-
ful performance following 
last year’s finish as the top 
ROTC school, beating all 36 
West Point teams on their 
home course and securing a 

fourth-place overall finish.
UNG’s team earned its 

return to Sandhurst by win-
ning the Spartan Ranger 
Challenge hosted by the 
First Brigade of U.S. Cadet 

Command from Oct. 25-27 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
UNG was the best among 
18 teams from the nation’s 
junior and senior military 
colleges at the October 

competition. UNG is one 
of 49 teams slated to com-
pete at Sandhurst, includ-
ing 19 from the four service 
academies, 16 ROTC teams 
and 14 international teams.

Teams compete against 
other colleges in events 
such as patrol, marksman-
ship, weapons assembly, 
one-rope bridge, grenade 
assault course, Army Phys-
ical Fitness Test, land navi-
gation and a 20-kilometer 
road march. Nesbitt said the 
specific events in the compe-
tition are not known until the 
day of, but the skills needed 
for the events are disclosed in 
a “warning order.” The skills 
needed for this year’s compe-
tition is what landed him at 
West Point for the first time.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Chariman Charlie Walraven of the Gordon 
County Board of Education says the board is hop-

ing to begin interviewing candidates to replace 
Superintendent Susan Remillard by the middle 
of May, aiming for a start date of July 1.

Though originally planning to retire when 
her contract ended in June of 2020, Remillard 
announced her altered plans during Monday’s 
board of education meeting. At the meeting, she 
said after much thought she ultimately made the 
decision to conclude her time in the district a 
year earlier than anticipated — in July.

With Remillard’s retirement now just three 
months away, the district is starting to accept 

applications for superintendent, who would 
oversee more than 6,600 students and 824 staff 
members.

The board released the application link on 
Tuesday for those interested in the position, say-
ing the deadline to apply is April 23. Walraven 
said the two-week period was primarily cho-
sen because the board was on a significant time 
crunch, adding that two weeks should provide 
enough time for interested candidates to apply.

Local crosses Empty 
Quarter in Saudi Arabia 
Calhoun’s Joe Norman joins international camel caravan in Rub al Khali desert 

GC grad to compete in military skills competition 

Jasperse 
reflects on 
education 
updates

Contributed by Joe Norman 

Calhoun resident Joe Norman is pictured with his camel during a trek across the Rub al Khali desert in Saudi Arabia.

University of North Georgia 

The University of North Georgia Ranger Challenge Team 
will compete at West Point on Friday and Saturday.

 ♦ Gordon County Schools opens 
applications immediately after 
Superintendent Susan Remillard 
announced her early retirement.

Gordon BOE searches for new superintendent

 ♦ Among the list of 
influential bills passed 
by Georgia’s 
legislators this year 
are several aimed to 
improve education.

See SCHOOLS, A9

See BOE, A9
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