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Is the Cave Spring 
Cabin a Cherokee 
building or could it 
possibly be older?

See Page A11

Area Calendar 

of Events

The Cedartown Junior 
Service League is invit-
ing the public to come 
out and celebrate spring 
this weekend during the 
53rd annual Cedar Valley 
Arts Festival at Peek 
Park in Cedartown start-
ing from 5 to 9 p.m. on 
Friday, continuing Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Signups are now 
underway as well for the 
Arts Festival 5K and 1 
mile fun run, the 20th 
year of the run this year. 
Visit the Cedartown Fes-
tival website at http://
cedarvalleyartsfestival.
com for more informa-
tion about this year’s fes-
tival in Cedartown.

The Rockmart Farmers 
Market continues on this 
Thursday from 2 to 5 p.m. 
behind Southcrest Bank 
and next to the Silver 
Comet Trail in downtown 
Rockmart. Classes and 
the summer schedule 
will begin on May 4.

The Tallapoosa Circuit 
Re-entry Coalition will 
hold their upcoming ori-
entation on May 2 at 9 a.m. 
at the Georgia Depart-
ment of Labor office in 
the Northside Industrial 
Park in Cedartown. Client 
days will be held on every 
Thursday through the 
rest of May. For more in-
formation, contact the Co-
alition at 770-749-2213.

Please see EVENTS A12

Todd Britt / Standard Journal

Purple potty visits paper in cancer fundraiser
The Purple Toilet campaign stops by the ofices of the Standard Journal on Friday, 

and Editor Kevin Myrick takes the opportunity for a look over the last edition. Keep an 

eye out for the toilet in your front yard as the annual campaign to help raise money to 

“lush cancer down the drain” continues on until the Polk County Relay for Life on May 

6. Those interested in participating or needing to get rid of the toilet can call organizer 

Tammy Jarrell at 770-359-9950, or visit the Polk County Relay for Life Facebook page.

Aragon updates park fees

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Those who want to set aside pic-
nic tables for a birthday party, or 
want to use the Pittman Park soft-
ball field will soon have new fees 

to pay to the City of Aragon.
Commercial trash accounts also 

face fee increases as the city coun-
cil approved both requests from 
Public Works superintendent 
Daniel Johnson for the changes.

Johnson said that costs associat-
ed with use of Pittman Park were 
one reason for adjusting fees asso-
ciated with reserving the use of the 
softball field there, or at Jake Belk 
Park’s baseball diamond as well.

Previously, residents or visitors 
could reserve the use of Pittman 

Park for $175, with a $150 depos-
it to cover any damage payable 
to the City of Aragon in advance.

Now there are two options: $175 
for use of the field with lights, 
and $75 for use without. The $150 
deposit is still required no mat-
ter the change in the costs.

The same fees are also being 
assessed for those seeking to use 
Jake Belk Field as well.

The rest of the parks will face 
$25 fees to reserve picnic tables 
for use by residents or visitors 

as well, but Johnson made it 
clear that park areas can still be 
used by residents even if they 
have paid to set aside the tables.

“We can rent, but we can’t re-
strict use for other people,” 
Johnson said.

Picnic tables can now be re-
served at Veteran’s Park, the 
mill pond and Pittman Park via 
a form available at city hall and 
paying the $25 fee.

 z  New hires are starting 
work with the city, and 
fireworks are planned for 
the annual barbecue. 

County holds 
monthly 

meeting for 
May early

 z The county 
commission votes to 
seek approval for 
Aragon-area solar 
farm special use 
permit during its 
recent early May 
session. 

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The Polk County Com-
mission was set to meet 
early this week for their 
May sessions so members 
could attend conferences 
coming up at the end of 
the week through when 
meetings would have 
been held on May 1 and 
May 2.

Commissioners were 
slated to meet on Monday 
for their work session 
and for customers who 
get the paper Tuesday 
can still make it to their 
7 p.m. session for their 
regular session.

According to agendas 
released late last week, 
the commission is set to 
vote on several items 
with a notable inclusion 
of several owners of 
property across from 
Aragon’s current solar 
farm to develop a new 14-
acre site.

Curtis, Freddie, Hoyt 
and Greg Lewis together 
are seeking permission 
for the permit to allow 
them to develop the site 
with Hecate Energy to 
move forward with the so-
lar farm project. They 
also are seeking permis-
sion to put up a 6-foot 
fence as well to enclose 
the new facility.

Lewis said they previ-
ously owned the property 
already developed with 
solar power, and he 
hopes that if the commis-
sion gives their approval 
to the permits they can 
move ahead quickly on 
expanding solar power to 
local residents.

“This is a win-win for 
everyone,” Lewis said. 
“Solar is something along 
with wind and other 
sources that we need to 
use.”

A special land use per-
mit is also being put up 
for consideration for ex-
pansion at Hightower 
Falls with a new grooms-
men cabin and storage 
building at the property 
run by Steve and Carol 
Crook in Cedartown.

Commissioners will 
also consider a bid for 
roof repair at Polk Coun-
ty Courthouse No. 2, a 
capital improvement 
technology purchases for 
the tax commissioner’s 
office, a request to seek a 
grant for the Sheriff’s Of-
fice from the Sex Offend-
er Registration and Noti-
fication Act, the latest 
group health insurance 
policy contract figures, 
and several other items.

Please see COUNTY A6

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

A Cedartown man in-
dicted in the death of a 
toddler in late October 
2016 could be facing the 
death penalty if Talla-
poosa Circuit District At-
torney Jack Browning 
has his way.

Browning filed a short 
brief with Superior Court 
Judge Meng Lim that an-
nounced his intentions to 
seek death when the 
State vs. Dustin Drew 
Putnal goes to trial this 
year.

In his filing on April 18, 
Browning cited statutory 
aggravating circumstanc-
es in Ella Grayce Pointer’s 

death 
which stat-
ed that Put-
nal had 
committed 
the “of-
fense of 
murder 
against Ella 
Grayce Gail 
Pointer was 
outrageously or wantonly 
vile, horrible or inhu-
man, in that it involved 
depravity of mind.”

Putnal was indicted by 
a grand jury in February 
on seven counts in the 
case, including malice 
murder, two counts of fel-
ony murder, aggravated 
battery, two counts of cru-
elty to children and a 

lone count of aggravated 
sexual battery. He’d pre-
viously been arrested on 
a probation violation and 
charged while in jail in 
December 2016.

His attorney Gerry Word 
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment last 
week following the filing.

Browning also had no 
comment on the proceed-
ings.

According to a previous 
release, Emergency per-
sonnel were called to an 
Adamson Drive apartment 
Oct. 29 in the early morning 
hours to a report of a baby 
not breathing. Indictments 
stated that it was unclear 
to the Grand Jury whether 
the injuries she sustained 

were on Oct. 28 or Oct. 29.
The release stated Point-

er was transported to Polk 
Medical Center and air-
lifted to Children’s Health 
Care of Atlanta, where it 
was discovered she had 
possibly been sexually as-
saulted and sustained se-
vere head trauma.

Putnal was dating the 
child’s mother and the two 
lived with him at the Ad-
amson Drive apartment at 
the time of her death.

Arraignment for the 
Putnal trial was sched-
uled for April 17, but was 
pushed back to Monda af-
ter press time.

Putnal is the only de-
fendant facing charges in 
Pointer’s death last fall.

Dustin Drew 
Putnal

Cedartown man facing death penalty in child’s death

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Several events are coming up at the 
end of this week and over Saturday 
and Sunday in cities across Polk 
County, with one a longstanding cel-
ebration of spring and local artists 
happening all weekend in Cedartown.

But kicking off the events is a 
special night in Rockmart for their 
Georgia Cities Week celebration.

On Thursday,  the City  of 
Rockmart will once again close off 
our downtown streets and serve 
our citizens hot dogs, snacks and 
drinks while displaying many of 
our services so everyone can be-

come more familiar with our op-
erations.

Also the Rockmart Farmers Mar-
ket and the Downtown Merchants 
will be open later to allow for res-
idents taking part in festivities a 
chance at getting fresh produce.

Weekend of events coming up in Polk County

Please see POLK A6

Please see PARK A7


