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On Nov. 17 the Catoosa 

County Library was bus-

tling with holiday spirit. 

Santa was wandering 

around without his suit, 

hoping no one would 

notice. Not to worry, the 

jolly elf was wearing his 

everyday clothes. 

Story on page C1.

Linderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

CATNAPPER POWER LIFT RECLINERS  $799

Lift Chair Benefits
• Independence.
• Multiple positions.
• Ease of mobility.
• Reduce risk of injury.

FREE 
CHAIR 

 REMOVAL

STRUGGLING WITH DIABETES?
We have answers

Diabetes and 
Endocrinology Center

CALL 706.278.1622  
Hamilton Diabetes & Endocrinology Center Inside Hamilton Physician GroupCatoosa Campus

Next to Zaxby’s off of Alabama Hwy in 
Ringgold

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

The city of Fort Oglethorpe has 
agreed to terms with a consulting firm 
to help it revamp its zoning policies.

During a recent City Council meet-
ing, City Manager Jennifer Payne-
Simpkins explained that the city’s 
zoning ordinance has been out of 
whack for awhile.

“Our zoning code is outdated and 
impractical,” she said.

Payne-Simpkins added that she 
and Building/Planning and Zoning 
Director Rick Quarles have evaluated 
the policy over that past few months 
and highlighted some problem areas.

“This is important to us,” Payne-
Simpkins said. “Appendix A of our 
code of ordinances establishes much of 
the policy. However, chapters 10, 14, 

18, 34, 42, 54, 62, 66, 74, 78, 86 and 90 
all include policies that affect zoning, 
and some of them are contradictory.”

Payne-Simpkins proposed a con-
tract with Hatley Consulting to help 
sort out the issues and help the city 
get the zoning ironed out.

“This is a recommendation to 
approve the purchase of professional 
services to review and update our zon-
ing policy with Hatley Consulting in the 

amount of $48,500,” Payne-Simpkins 
said. “We believe that the $48,000 that 
we’re requesting to spend to update 
our zoning policy and consolidate all 
those chapters in Appendix A into 
a unified development code will be 
a great use of public resources and 
will help us form our policy around 
our needs for future development.”

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

The Christmas in North 
Georgia Craft Show at the 
Colonnade in Ringgold on 
Nov. 17 was a feast for the 
senses. Craftsmanship at 
its best was on display as 
were twinkling lights and 
savory holiday scents, from 
cinnamon and flowery wax 
melts to a mix of smells 
from homemade foods like 
cheese straws and pastries.

Last year, Margaret and 
Lee Parrish took over the 
annual craft show that was 
once a Colonnade function. 
More than 3,000 people 
walked through the doors 
to browse and shop the 42 
booths this year. 

“We had nearly double 
the number of vendors this 
year over last,” says Mar-
garet Parrish.

The Parrishes are craft-
ers themselves. 

They create iron yard 
art and custom iron work 
for gates, fences, chairs, 
headboards, tables, shelv-
ing, grills and more, as well 
as handmade candles and 
wax melts.

“We travel to a lot of craft 
shows,” says Margaret Par-
rish. “It’s hard to find a 
major local show, which 

is why we decided to do 
this. Our show is devoted 
to handcrafted items only 
and we’re happy it’s already 
attracting some unique 
vendors.”

Parrish says they adver-
tised this year’s show by 
way of social media, flyers 
and two billboards. “Next 
year, we’re planning four 
or five billboards and more 
ways of reaching people. 
Some of this year’s ven-
dors have already signed 
up to come back next year.”

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS
Forty-two vendors set up this year at the Christmas in North Georgia Craft Show at the Colonnade. / Tamara Wolk

Fort Oglethorpe 
OKs sidewalk 
bids for ball 
field project

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Fort Oglethorpe officials 
recently approved two con-
tracts for its sidewalk project 
planned for the ball fields on 
Barnhardt Circle.

During the Nov. 12 City 
Council meeting, Public Works 
and Recreation Director Jeff 
Long gave bid recommenda-
tions on the work that will give 
players, parents, and specta-
tors a smoother path to games.

“We’re requesting to replace 
the sidewalks up there,” Long 
said. “We’re trying to get it all in 
ADA compliance to where peo-
ple can maneuver throughout 
the ball fields all the way through 
from one field to another.”

Long explained that the 
project included two differ-
ent advertisements for bid: one 
for the forming and pouring of 
the walkways, and then bids 
for the concrete itself.

Among the many items at the show were crafts made from 
wood harvested from crafters’ own property. / Tamara Wolk 

Fort Oglethorpe 
OKs new evidence 
lockers for police

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

The Fort Oglethorpe Police 
Department will soon upgrade 
its facilities by adding new evi-
dence lockers to the fold.

During the Nov. 12 City Council 
meeting, Police Chief Mike Hel-
ton presented recent bids for the 
project and discussed the depart-
ment’s need for an upgraded 
evidence storing system.

“The police department would 
like to make a recommendation 
to purchase and improve our 
new evidence locker system,” 
Helton said. “We’ve had the 
same one (system) in place since 
they moved into the building. 
Frankly, it doesn’t meet official 
locker standards at all.”

Helton said how his officers 
handle and store evidence is one 
of the department’s “12 Critical 
Tasks,” which focuses on main-
taining the integrity of property 
and evidence, and having the 
proper storage arrangements.

Fort Oglethorpe hires firm to sort out zoning policies

3,000 turn out for Christmas craft show at Colonnade in Ringgold
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Two billboards advertised the Christmas in North Georgia Craft Show at the Colonnade 
in Ringgold this year, but organizers plan four to five next year. / Contributed

See CRAFTS, A9


