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Area Calendar 

of Events

Commander Pinkard 
of the American Legion 
Brown-Wright Post 12 
in Rockmart is getting 
ready for their 75th an-
nual Empty Stockings 
Fund drive. Legion mem-
bers and auxiliary will be 
at local businesses col-
lecting for the cause in 
the coming weeks. Addi-
tionally, they will be ac-
cepting applications from 
now and through Decem-
ber 3 for needy families 
in the Rockmart-Aragon 
area. Children from ages 
2 through 10 are expect-
ed to be served. Applica-
tions can be picked up at 
Post 12, the Rockmart li-
brary or the local elemen-
tary schools. Donations 
of gifts from the public 
are being collected at the 
Walmart and Triangle in 
Rockmart on November 
29, Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and 
Dec. 14 before the holi-
day season.

Cedartown’s Christmas 
parade is coming up on 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. 
on Main Street! This year’s 
theme is “Candy Lane” 
and entries are being ac-
cepted to participate. Visit 
Cedartowngeorgia.gov to 
learn more now!

The Rockmart Com-
munity Chorus will be 
holding their Christmas 
concerts on Saturday, De-
cember 7 at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday, Dec. 8, at 2 p.m. 
at the Rockmart Theatre. 
Tickets are $6 and can 
be purchased from the 
Rockmart Cultural Arts 
Center.

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

The City of Aragon has taken a 
strong step towards both keeping 
locals safe and helping those in 
surrounding areas by agreeing to 
join the Statewide Mutual Aid and 
Assistance Agreement. Various 
entities in Georgia have signed 
the pact and agreed to provide 
reciprocal assistance and man-
agement aid in cases of disasters 
or emergencies.

This means that, should Aragon 
face those same emergencies or 
disasters, they would be eligible 
for help from the other partici-
pating agencies. If Aragon is the 
entity providing aid, the city is 
eligible for reimbursement for 
costs accrued while helping.

The agreement, created by the 
the Georgia Emergency Manage-
ment Agency in cooperation with 
GMA and ACCG, serves as almost 
supplemental aid so that munici-
palities don’t have to rely exclu-
sively on the sometimes slow, lim-
ited federal and state aid.

It’s a move the group found to 
have little risk and high reward 
– especially since Aragon has the 
smallest police department in Polk 
County. The agreement is also 
renewed on an annual basis, so 
if the venture proves to be more 
of a burden than a help, Aragon 
can opt out in the future.

More information about the 
agreement can be found by vis-
iting www.accg.org.

Aragon council approves mutual aid agreement

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

It only took a few minutes 
for the Polk County Water Au-
thority board to agree to a sen-
sible plan put forth to help put 
in place another piece of the 
plan for new radio upgrades 
for public safety officials.

The unanimous vote by the 
board came just a few minutes 
into a special called session on 
November 22 to approve an in-
tergovernmental agreement be-
tween the county government 
and the water authority to use 
part of their Taylorsville Road 
site as a site for one of at least 
two new towers that will need 
to be erected to complete the 
upgrade.

Board members were hap-
py with the terms of the new 
agreement and PCWA General 
Manager Jack Damron also stat-
ed that no money will change 
hand between the county and 
the water authority in the deal.

PCWA board attorney Vickie 
Atkins also explained a clause 
that allows the county a calen-
dar year to move the site should 
any issues arise where it would 
need to be relocated.

Damron said he called the 
EPD first thing when the idea 
came forth and made sure that 
it wouldn’t cause any issues, 
and was assured that so long 
as the tower would not inter-
fere with water operations, 
there were no problems with 
the tower and equipment be-
ing located at the Taylorsville 
Road site.

“This is something in my view 
that we really want to support,” 
Damron said. “It’ll help with 
emergency traffic when some-
thing serious comes up.”

He explained the footprint 
of the tower and a small 20-
by-30 foot building will not 
make much impact on the site 
on Taylorsville Road. There’s 
no timetable yet in place for 
construction, since as Damron 
added there’s no official deal 
in place between the County 
and Motorola for the system 
upgrade yet approved.

“This is a piece that they need 
in place to move forward,” Dam-
ron said.

Staff reports

Families across Polk County are 
coming together as businesses close 
for the annual celebration of the 
bounties the autumn season pro-
vides.

Tables are being set all around 
for the annual feast and all the fun 
with Black Friday and the Christmas 
season coming hot on the heels of 
the annual holiday where America 
celebrates a day of Thanksgiving.

The holiday week are underway 
for Polk School District students 
and staff, who got the entire week 
off ahead of the holiday on Thurs-

day. They’ll return to school this 
coming Monday, December 2.

Just in time for Thanksgiving, 
one local businessman made sure 
to provide a donation at Rockmart 
High School to help families in need. 
Chick-fil-A of Rockmart owner Zach 
Thomas dropped off turkeys at the 
high school late last week to ensure 
that no one has to go without on 
Thanksgiving day. He brought 20 
to Rockmart, and then dropped an-
other 20 turkeys off at Cedartown 
High School as well.

He wasn’t the only one helping 
out ahead of the holiday. Cross 
Factor Church in Cedartown held 

an event over the weekend at the 
Goodyear Civic Center offering up 
a holiday meal for their Thanks-
giving Outreach event midday for 
those in need.

There’s still a chance on Thanks-
giving day to find a meal for those 
in need.

Compassion Outreach will this 
year be utilizing help from First 
Baptist Church of Rockmart to pro-
vide a Thanksgiving meal, and will 
also be feeding the Rockmart High 
School football team and their fami-
lies should they like to join in.

By Lorene Parker
lorenemp@gmail.com

The Rockmart Home-
less Initiative has been 
continuously working to 
help the local community 
members in need, and with 
winter arriving has more 
to do than ever.

With the cold weather 
arriving once again, the 
organization has plans for 
opening the overnight shel-
ter to ensure that Rock-
mart’s homeless have a 
place to stay when tem-
peratures dip down too low 
to be sleeping outdoors.

RHI hosts the emergen-
cy cold weather shelter at 
Abundant Life Community 
Center at 209 Litchfield 
Street in Rockmart.

The pastors of the church 
allow the organization to 

use the sanctuary of their 
building, housing about 25 
people at a time due to the 
limited supply of cots and 
materials.

The shelter only opens for 
one to three nights when 

the cold weather temper-
atures are continually ex-
treme, typically between 
the months of November 
and January. Last season, 
RHI opened the space for 
a combined total of fif-

teen days.
In addition to opening a 

location for those in need 
to have a place to stay in-
doors, volunteers or com-
munity members usually 
donate a meal for dinner 
that night and then break-
fast the next morning.

Due to this year’s re-
cent cold temperatures, 
RHI opened the shelter 
on November 12 and 13, 
and will continue to moni-
tor the weather and open 
the location again when 
the need arises.

“The first two nights of 
the season went very well,” 
RHI Director Victoria Mill-
hollan said. “We had a re-
ally good turnout and have 
a routine now after open-
ing last year.”

Rockmart Homeless Initiative is 
getting ready to gearup for winter

The Water 
Authority 
gives nod 

toward 
tower site

Lorene Parker

The Abundant Life Community Center plays host to the 
homeless when temperatures drop from November 
through January.

See CALENDAR, A12

Sean Williams

The Aragon City Council gave their approval to a statewide mutual aid 
agreement.See AID, A5

See HOMELESS, A8

Taylorsville Road site 
given OK by board for 
use in 911 radio 
system upgrade, if 
County moves forward

See SITE, A6

Turkey time is here
Locals reaching out to help during the Thanksgiving holiday

Contributed

Chick-fil-A owner Zach Thomas and Christina Garrett unloaded turkeys donated to Rockmart High School to give 
out to families in need ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday.

See THANKS, A6


