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Young 
Artists

By Madison Smith, a 12th-
grader at Gordon Central 
High School

By Breanna Morris, a 10th-
grader at Gordon Central 
High School

By Aranxa Campos, a 10th-
grader at Gordon Central 
High School

The Calhoun Times is looking 

to feature student artwork in 

our Young Artists section. Pic-

tures of artwork can be emailed 

to Managing Editor Daniel Bell 

at DBell@CalhounTimes.com. 

Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include 

the name of the student, their 

grade level and the school they 

attend.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

More than a dozen roads around 
Gordon County remained closed 
Thursday evening due to flooding 
as much of Northwest Georgia re-
mained under a hazardous weather 
outlook advisory from the National 
Weather Services in Peachtree City.

The good news is that outlook 
was predicted to be lifted as the 
weekend approached.

According to the NWS, continued 
runoff from recent rainfall is con-
tributing to ongoing river flooding 

across the area, with several riv-
ers, creeks and streams near or in 
flood stage. Strong thunderstorms 
remained possible across portions 
of east and central Georgia through 
the remainder of Thursday.

However, beginning Friday through 
Tuesday, the area is not expected to 
see any more rain or storms until 
Tuesday, and even those systems 
are expected to be isolated.

Flooding remains a concern in 
the region though.

 ♦ While the rain is expected 
to let up this weekend, 
flooding remains a concern 
through at least Saturday 

Plane 
crash 
victims 
ID’d
By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

An Atlanta-area pilot, his 
adult son and two other adults 
were identified as the victims 
of the fatal airplane that oc-
curred Saturday morning in 
the woods near Fairmount.

According to Gordon County 
Deputy Coroner Christy Nich-
olson: Roy Smith, 68, of Fay-
etteville; his son, 25-year-old 
Morgen Smith of Atlanta; the 
son’s girlfriend, 23-year-old 
Savannah Sims of Atlanta; and 
63-year-old Raymond Sluk of 
Senoia all died during the crash.

The four were aboard a Cess-
na Citation business-line jet 
that disappeared en route to 
Nashville at about 10:10 a.m. on 
Feb. 8. Multiple residents in the 
Fairmount area reported hear-
ing a loud boom not long after.

Gordon County Chief Deputy 
Robert Paris said the wreckage 
of the aircraft was found a few 
hours later in a rugged area 
about four miles off of Mauld-
in Road near Fairmount. He 
said four-wheel-drive vehicles 
were required to get near the 
scene, but investigators still 
had to approach on foot due 
to the rough terrain.

Heidi Kemner, an air safety 
investigator for the National 
Transportation Safety Board, 
said last weekend during a 
news conference that the jet 
departed from Atlanta Re-
gional Airport-Falcon Field 
in Peachtree City at about 
9:45 a.m. While it was snow-
ing at the time the weather has 
not been determined to have 
been a factor in the crash.

Federal investigators will 
look at the pilot’s record and 
training, the aircraft’s mainte-
nance and weather conditions 
at the time of the crash, NTSB 
spokesman Terry Williams said.

The wreckage has been re-
located to NTSB offices in 
Washington, D.C. The inves-
tigation could take as long as 
18 months, officials said.

By Amber Nagle
Special to the Calhoun Times

The Calhoun-Gordon 
Community Foundation 
announced this week their 
recent award of a $20,000 
grant to the Voluntary Ac-
tion Center (VAC), also 
known as Hand-Up Inc., 
to help fund their Com-
munity Kitchen Expan-
sion Project.

The foundation has award-
ed 101 grants totaling over 
$725,000 to local organi-
zations since its inception 
in 2005.

“The VAC’s hot lunch 
program is a lifeline for so 
many struggling individuals 

and families in our commu-
nity,” said Kristy S. Brown, 
chairman of the Calhoun-

Gordon Community Foun-
dation. “After they reno-
vate and reorganize their 

building, they will be able 
to provide dinner services 
as well. We wanted to help 
them with that.”

The renovation master 
plan includes expanding 
the existing kitchen and 
food prep areas; converting 
the existing dining area to 
refrigerated storage; trans-
forming the current train-
ing room into a larger din-
ing area capable of seating 
80 people; closing in the 
breezeway and adding a ser-
vice window; converting the 
existing women’s bathroom 
into a dining room restroom; 
and other improvements.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

CEDARTOWN — A delay in emergency 
care in a case involving Rep. Trey Kelley 
and Cedartown Police Chief Jamie New-
some could have led to a man’s death, ac-
cording to a coroner’s report.

A grand jury will determine if criminal 
charges will be brought in the case result-
ing from the September 2019 hit-and-run 
that killed 38-year-old Eric Keais.

In a written statement, Tallapoosa Circuit 
District Attorney Jack Browning said the Geor-
gia State Patrol recently turned over to his of-
fice the files from the completed investigation.

“The investigation, like many other fatal-
ity investigations, was lengthy, involving 
numerous witness interviews and evidence 
gathered from various agencies and other 
entities,” Browning said. “This commonly 
slows and adds to the time necessary to 
complete such an investigation.”

Keais, who was riding a bicycle, was struck 
and killed on the night of Sept. 11, 2019, 
on Main Street just north of Cedartown.

Polk County Coroner Tony Brazier listed the 
cause on the death certificate as homicide by hit 
and run. His report stated that Keais was struck 
by a vehicle driven by Ralph “Ryan” Dover III.

“Our office has already begun the pro-
cess of reviewing the investigation to de-
termine what and who will be charged for 
the incident that resulted in Mr. Keais’s 
tragic death,” Browning said.

“I anticipate bringing those charges to a 
Polk County grand jury soon in the coming 
weeks,” his statement continued. “On be-
half of myself and the District Attorney’s 
Office, our deepest condolences go out to 
Mr. Keais’s family for their tragic loss.”

The coroner’s report stated Dover and Kel-
ley were waiting across the street from the in-
cident location in the Dollar General parking 
lot in Cedartown after the incident happened.

Foundation awards grant to 
help expand VAC services

Fatal Polk wreck case to go to grand jury 
 ♦ Rep. Trey Kelley and 

Cedartown’s police chief are 
named in GSP investigation report.

Flooding still a concern

Contributed

Kristy S. Brown, chair of the Calhoun-Gordon Community 
Foundation, stands with board members Matt Robbins and 
Dewayne Bowen in the VAC’s kitchen after awarding a grant 
to the organization to help with their expansion project.

Contributed

Stacy Long, VAC’s executive director, talks about the expansion project.

Daniel Bell

Most of E. Farrell Palmer Memorial Park was under water on Tuesday.

Contributed

This photo shared by Gordon 
County Sheriff’s Office Chief 
Deputy Robert Paris shows the 
wreckage of a Cessna Citation 
that crashed in Gordon County 
in a remote area near Fairmount.

Trey KelleyJamie 
Newsome

Eric Keais

“
I feel that 

our victim 
was cheated 
and denied 
that dignity 
of care and 

subse-
quently 

could have 
survived 

his injuries. 
The lapse in 
time denied 

him that 
care and 

denied him 
a chance at 

living.”

Polk County Coroner Tony 

Brazier in a report
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