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Local youth art is 
featured in the halls 
of Polk Medical 
Center.

See Page A10

The Rockmart High 
School FBLA is hosting a 
5K Fun Run/Walk this Sat-
urday, May 20, 2017. Color 
stations with pink, blue, 
and purple powder will be 
set up along the route. Pro-
ceeds to benefit the March 
of Dimes. Email Janet Do-
ver at jdover@polk.k12.
ga.us for more information.

The 2017 Kids Fishing 
Rodeo for youth 15 and 
younger is coming up next 
month on June 10 from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Kenview 
Farms in Rockmart. Hour-
ly drawings will be held 
for door prizes, plus free 
refreshments and t-shirts 
for the first 500 kids. 1 rod 
per child, no minnows al-
lowed. There’s an 8 fish 
limit per child. Find and 
like the event on Facebook 
listed as Polk County Kid’s 
Fishing Rodeo.

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 
p.m. from now through 
Thanksgiving .  Visi t 
Rockmartfarmersmarket.
com for more information.

The Georgia Legal Ser-
vices Program will be at 
One Door Polk on Mon-
day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
providing free civil legal 
services to those with low 
incomes needing the as-
sistance of an attorney. 

Please see EVENTS A12

St. Bernadette’s 
celebrates 

blessing of new 
facility site

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Blessings were offered 
and dirt was turned on 
property on Evergreen 
Lane where in the com-
ing months a new facility 
is set to rise and breath 
new life into St. Berna-
dette’s Catholic Church.

The church - which has 
split time between the 
small chapel at the corner 
of College Street and East 
Avenue and a rented 
building further down the 
street — will soon get to 
meet together in one large 
facility planned for the 
Evergreen Lane property.

Archbishop Wilton 
G r e g o r y  c a m e  t o 
Cedartown on May 7 and 
was joined by other visit-
ing priests and local offi-
cials for a ceremonial 
blessing of  the new 

ground and to scoop up 
the first shovels of earth.

“I’m glad you’re getting 
your own space,” Grego-
ry said.

Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal

St. Bernadette’s oficials join Archbishop 

Wilton Gregory (center) in turning the irst 

shovels of soil at the new home of the 

Catholic Church in Cedartown on Sunday.

Rockmart Church of God 
celebrates being debt free
By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

Pastor Ed Pasley had a 
dream 12 years ago when 
he found several acres of 
land being auctioned off 
in Rockmart.

Wanting to expand the 
church and strengthen 
the city, Pasley and com-
pany took out a loan and 
purchased 9 acres of land 
for a total of $166,500.

Now in  2017 ,  The 
Rockmart Church of God is 
celebrating being debt 
free on that very land. No 
construction has been 
planned for the time being, 
but eventually Rock mart 
Church of God hopes to see 
those 9 acres transform 
into a new church and var-

ious community facilities.
The church will become 

hard focused on spread-
ing the ministry of Jesus, 
and individuals of all de-
nominations will be wel-
come to join in and use fa-
cilities. They also plan to 
work on youth ministries 
as well for the time being.

The group also intends to 
build a clothing and food 
ministry to ensure trou-
bled citizens can both stay 
warm and enjoy hot meals.

“Sometimes you have to 
heal the physical self be-
fore you can work on the 
spiritual self,” said Pas-
tor Mike Pasley as he ex-
plained the importance 
of a food ministry. 

Please see BLESS A11 Please see FREE A10

Learning about old ways
Students from Van Wert Elementary learn 

about the life outdoors during a special 

ield trip to Hightower Falls in southern 

Polk County last Friday. The Arbor Day 

celebration at the local facility which once 

sported a grist mill and is now used for 

events and weddings. Kids got a chance 

to learn about wildlife, living and working 

outdoors, panning for gold, the history of 

the mill and candle making. 

Photos by Kevin Myrick, Standard Journal

‘Person of 
interest’ in 

homicide jailed 
on gun charges
By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The investigation contin-
ues into the murder of a 
Cedartown woman found at 
Polk Memory Gardens in ear-
ly May, and now police have 
a man in custody who might 
be tied to the case.

Polk County 
Police Chief 
Kiki Evans 
said that Roe 
Dale Bowman, 
54, of 384 
Hightower 
Road, was tak-
en into custody 
by officers on 
Friday is a 
person of interest in the ho-
micide of Tammy Wolfe, who 
was found in Polk Memory 
Gardens on April 5.

Bowman was jailed by po-
lice on Friday and charged 
with possession of a firearm 
by a convicted felon or first 
offender after he was found 
with two handguns.

He remained in the Polk 
County Jail without bail.

Evans said a small caliber 
handgun and automatic 
handgun were found as the 
result of search warrants be-
ing drawn by detectives 
seeking evidence in the case.

No charges have been 
brought against any suspects 
in Wolfe’s death, officially 
ruled a homicide by the Polk 
County Coroner last month.

Coroner Tony Brazier said 
that Wolfe was shot and stabbed 
by an unknown assailant at the 
cemetery, but would not pro-
vide further details about the 
case citing the open Polk Coun-
ty Police investigation.

Staff at the cemetery told po-
lice they first noticed the ve-
hicle on the day the body was 
found around 9 a.m., but didn’t 
become suspicious about the 
car which Wolfe was found 
dead until later in the day.

Evans added that police also 
had no further comment about 
the homicide investigation.

According to a 2001 report 
from the Rome News-Tribune, 
Bowman had previously been 
indicted by the Polk County 
Grand Jury for a 1999 assault 
of Bonnie Bowman with a gun.

Sheriff’s letter asks for help

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Polk County Sheriff Johnny 
Moats wants the County Com-
mission to seek state investiga-

tive help digging into allega-
tions that include cover ups of 
investigations he claims were 
made anonymously by more 
than a dozen officers from the 
Polk County Police Department 
against its admin istrators.

Moats put the concerns in writ-
ing in a letter sent to the Polk 
County Board of Commiss ioners 
on May 5 seeking for the board 
to decide on whether the allega-
tions merit the assistance of the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation.

Those officers claims includ-

ed in the letter 
were “favoritism in 
assignment and 
promotion, crimi-
nal activity and 
cover-ups involving 
administrative per-
sonnel, failure to 
supervise, failure 
to direct, retalia-
tion, lying, gossiping and officer 
safety due to lack of coverage 
and support in the patrol divi-
sion.”

Moats said in the letter the of-

ficers feared retaliation in the 
workplace if they came forward 
publicly with their complaints, 
and called the situation a “pres-
sure cooker.”

He added that the board needs 
to take action or the officers 
“will all quit and the county po-
lice will be unable to fulfill its 
obligation. 

“I have been told by some of 
them it will happen by the end 
of May.”

 z Sheriff Johnny Moats 
states officers are threatening 
to quit if allegations against 
the administration are not 
addressed quickly.   

Tammy Wolfe

Please see POINT A3

Johnny Moats

See page A9 for more photos. 


