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Recognitions top county commissioner’s meeting
By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkercountymessenger.com

Thursday night at the Walker County 
Commissioner’s meeting was one of spe-
cial recognition and appointment for 
three county residents.

First, Commissioner Shannon Whit-
field proclaimed February 2, 2019, as 
Frank Richardson Day in Walker County 
for his 46 years of service on the Walker 
County Planning Commission. An offi-
cial proclamation urges “all citizens and 
employees to join in congratulating Mr. 
Richardson for his meritorious service, 
loyalty and dedication rendered to this 
community, and recognize the valued 
contributions he made to improve the 

lives of Walker County citizens.”
Two special appointments were also 

made. Robert Wardlaw, the county’s 
current Economic and Community 
Development director and the voice 
of the county’s Walker Rocks tourism 
initiative, was appointed as a represen-
tative of Walker County on the Board 
of Directors of the Northwest Georgia 
Joint Development Authority. Ward-
law replaces Melody Day, whose term 
expired on Dec. 31, 2018.

The other appointment was that of 
Dean Kelley as a member of the Alco-
holic Beverage Commission of Walker 
County.

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Nearly nine years after being 
acquitted on child molestation 
charges, former Chickamauga 
kindergarten teacher Tonya Craft 
was sworn in as an attorney Friday 
afternoon, Jan. 18 in Hamilton 
County, Tenn.

America learned Tonya Craft’s 
name while watching her fight for 
her freedom in Catoosa County 
Superior Court in 2010. She was 
accused of molesting three young 
girls, including her daughter, and 
was ultimately found not guilty on 
all counts — 22 in all — after a long, 
community-dividing trial.

Now, nine years later, she’ll 
be spending a lot more time in 
courtrooms after being sworn in as 
an attorney, hell-bent on defending 
the falsely accused.

“Once I was sworn in, it was like 
‘yeah, I can finally breathe’,” Craft 
said of the Jan. 18 ceremony. “It was 
really emotional, but in a good way.”

The day of the verdict, May 11, 

2010, Craft stood surrounded by 
her four-man defense team and a 
full courtroom of spectators as each 
“not guilty” verdict was read aloud 
from the booming voice of long-time 
Clerk of Court Norman Stone.

Later that evening, during a 
celebration at her parent’s East Ridge, 
Tenn., home, Craft said the ordeal 
renewed an interest in potentially 
going to law school. She said she 
wanted to help others get through 
situations like hers.

Now, after regaining custody of 
her children, publishing a book, 
consulting on cases, and finishing 
law school and finally conquering the 
bar exam, Craft can be an advocate 
for the falsely accused in a full-time 
capacity.

“It was a process,” Craft said of 
her law degree pursuit. “After four 
years of commuting to Nashville and 
it taking me three times to pass the 
bar exam, it was tough.”

Craft said the bar exam hurdle was 
difficult for her, but that didn’t divert 
from her from her goal of becoming 
an attorney.

“I don’t care. I am not ashamed of 
it,” Craft said. “I’m not ashamed of 
that because I didn’t quit. … I didn’t 
pass it the first or the second time, 
but I did the third.”

Although her accomplishment 
was a big deal, Craft said, after the 
celebration was over, she switched 
right back to mom mode.

“After the swearing-in and the 
celebration, my daughter was 
cheering at a basketball game, so I 
changed out of those clothes. I put 
on sweats and a sweatshirt and went 
out to watch her,” Craft recalled. 
“The most important thing is being 
a mom, so I got done and then went 
to that game she was cheering at.”

Now that everything is official, 
Craft is focused on building her office 
and getting to work on more cases 
involving the falsely accused.

Since her acquittal, she’s already 
consulted on numerous cases and 
served as a family mediator.

“I’ve already been mediating,” 
Craft said. “I’ve been mediating for 

Sworn in: Tonya Craft becomes 
attorney 9 years after aquittal

By Jasmine R. Rothman
jasmineroserothman@gmail.com

Lookout Mountain Drug 
Task Force Commander Pat-
rick Doyle died several weeks 
ago, and his family has taken 
a unique approach moving 
forward.

“In lieu of flowers, our fam-
ily asked that people donate 
to [our son]’s college fund,” 
explained Doyle’s wife, Dacia.

PJ Doyle is studying agri-
cultural education at Abra-
ham Baldwin Agricultural 
College and was the light of 
his father’s life and his pride 
and joy.

In Doyle’s obituary, the fol-
lowing was stated: “The title 
he cherished above all was 
‘Dad’. There was nothing in 
this world that he loved more 
than his son, PJ.”

It is evident in the family’s 
wishes that this rings true.

To donate, visit The Bank of 
Lafayette, with which the col-
lege fund account is placed. 
Patrick Cook and Greg Ramey 
are the two people on the 
account along with PJ Doyle.

Cameron attends D.C. March for Life
(Editor’s note: Mike Cameron, 

chairman of the Walker County 
Republican Party and a lay minister 
of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
attended the national March for 
Life in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 
18 and shares his experiences and 
reflections.)

By Mike Cameron

For the third year in a row, I 
attended the March for Life on Jan. 
18, 2019, in Washington, D.C. The 
National Right to Life sponsors the 
March for Life each year to com-
memorate the lives that have been 
lost from abortion since the Supreme 
Court made abortion legal in 1973 
via its ruling in Roe v. Wade. In con-
junction with the March for Life, 
my church, the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod, for which I am a 
lay minister, sponsored a life con-
ference which was held in Arling-
ton, Va.

The day of the March started early 
for my group of approximately 350 
people with breakfast, followed by 

a worship service with Holy Com-
munion. After church, we all walked 

down the street and took the DC 
Metro to the Federal Triangle and 
proceeded to the corner of 12th and 
Madison to the staging area to await 
the beginning of the March. One 
thing that our pastors emphasized 
before we left was that we are march-
ing to celebrate life, not to protest 
or argue with people who disagree 
with our position on abortion.

Waiting for the March to begin 
is always fun. Various group mix 
and mingle and share stories. The 
weather was blustery and the ground 
was still covered with the previous 
week’s snow. For many, it was their 
first time and they didn’t know what 
to expect. For others like me, we 
shared stories about what to expect 
and as the picture shows, I stocked 
up on pretzels. Having street food 
like pretzels is essential to keep one’s 
energy up as the March continues.

The March always begins with a 
kickoff rally at the National Mall. This 

Tonya Craft is sworn in as an attorney in Hamilton County, Tenn., on Friday afternoon, Jan. 18, nine years after 
being acquitted of child molestation charges. / Contributed
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College fund 
established 
for son of
Pat Doyle

PJ Doyle recently lost his fa-
ther, Drug Task Force com-
mander Patrick Doyle, to can-
cer. / Jasmine Rothman

Commissioner Shannon Whitfield presents a proclamation 
and plaque to Frank Richardson for his 46 years of service 
on the Walker County Planning Commission. / Dee Decker

Mike Cameron holds a sign with a picture of Jing, a Chinese teenager who 
was found abandoned at a Chinese orphanage because he had cerebral 
palsy. He was adopted by a Lutheran family in Nebraska. An unidentified 
man in the middle holds a poster with his deceased wife’s face on it. The 
other man (on the right) holding that is Dr. Gregory Seitz, executive director 
of the Lutheran Office of Religious Liberty in Washington, D.C. / Contributed
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