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The Polk County Library 
Board of Trustees will meet 
Dec. 16, at 1 p.m., at the 
Cedartown Library, 245 
East Ave.

Antioch Baptist Church 
is presenting its annual 
drive-thru live nativity 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, from 
5 p.m. to 9 a.m. at Camp 
Antioch, 3900 Antioch 
Road. The event will in-
clude actors and live ani-
mals, including a camel. 
Admission is free and do-
nations are appreciated.

Kresge United Meth-
odist Church, 15 Booger 
Hollow Rd., is present-
ing a drive-thru live na-
tivity on Dec. 22nd and 
Dec. 23rd from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. each night. The 
event will be canceled if 
it rains.

The Rockmart Cultur-
al Arts Center is host-
ing the exhibit “Angels 
Among Us” at its gallery 
through Dec. 24, 2020 
along with many local 
handmade items in its 
gift shop. Artwork is on 
display from 30 artists in 
a variety of mediums with 
angels, nurses, firemen. 
Church groups are wel-
come to schedule a tour 
with masks and social dis-
tancing. For more infor-
mation call 770-684-2707 
or visit them on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/
rcac.ga.

The Northwest Georgia 
Center for Independent 
Living holds a COVID-19 
Peer Support call every 
Monday at 2 p.m. via 
the Zoom website and 
by phone. For the link and 

By John Bailey
JBailey@RN-T.com

As an advisory panel recom-
mends allowing mass use of Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine to help battle 

a continuing out-
break, Northwest 
Georgia’s region-
al health director 
said the science 
holds up.

“It seems to be 
very safe,” said Dr. 
Gary Voccio, direc-
tor of the 10-coun-
ty Northwest Geor-

gia Public Health District, which 
includes Polk and Floyd counties. 
“There are very few side effects 
— pain at the injection site, mild 
fatigue and potentially a fever.”

One important note, he said, 
“you can’t get COVID from this 
vaccine.”

That’s because of how it is 
made.

The vaccines developed by 
Pfizer and Moderna aren’t a 
weakened version of a live vi-
rus or a dead virus. It’s essen-
tially a small amount of the vi-
rus’ messenger RNA that allows 
the body to recognize the virus 
as a foreign element.

Traditionally, making vac-
cines requires growing viruses 
or pieces of viruses — often in 
giant vats of cells or, like most 
flu shots, in chicken eggs — and 
then purifying them before ad-
ministering the vaccine.

The method for creating the new 
coronavirus vaccine is radically 
different. It starts with a snippet 
of genetic code that carries in-
structions for making proteins. 
Pick the right virus protein to 
target, and the body turns into 
a mini vaccine factory.

If you look at an image of the 
virus you’ll see the red, spiky 
parts. Those allow the virus to 
engage with the body and repli-
cate. Those S proteins, or spike 
proteins, are what this vaccine 
targets.

“(The vaccine allows) your im-
mune system to recognize the 
spike protein is a bad thing,” 
Voccio said. “It senses the for-
eign substance and sets up an 
immune response.”

It appears to work very well, 
he said. The question is how 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

With media attention and the bal-
ance of power in the U.S. Senate on 
the table in Georgia’s Jan. 5 runoff 
elections, Polk County elections of-
ficials are preparing for a new wave 
of ballots to be cast.

Early voting in the two elections 
began Monday, with Polk County 
voters able to go to the Polk Coun-
ty annex building at 144 West Ave. 
in Cedartown from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday through 

Dec. 31 except for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day.

Early voting will also be avail-
able at the Nathan Dean Commu-
nity Center at 604 Goodyear St. in 
Rockmart from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
from Dec. 28-31 only.

Republican incumbent Sen. Da-
vid Perdue is facing Democratic 
challenger Jon Ossoff, while Sen. 
Kelly Loeffler is going up against 
Democrat Rev. Ralphael Warnock.

Polk County had a record vot-
er turnout for the Nov. 3 general 
election, as more than 72% of Polk 

County’s 24,189 registered active 
voters cast ballots. More than 79% 
of those were from advance in-per-
son voting and absentee ballots.

Polk Elections Coordinator Brande 
Coggins told the board of elections 
last week the total number of reg-
istered voters in the county grew 
by around 300 prior to the Dec. 7 
cutoff. While some could have fall-
en into inactive status, that means 
there are roughly 25,700 registered 
voters in Polk County. The county 

By Jeremy Stewart
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Arrest warrants will be is-
sued after a grand jury indicted 
a Cedartown legislator and a 
Polk County man on criminal 
charges resulting from the Sep-
tember 2019 hit-and-run that 
killed 38-year-old Eric Keais.

Tallapoosa Judicial Circuit 
District Attorney Jack Brown-
ing announced Thursday that 

Ralph “Ryan” Dover III was 
indicted on charges of felony 
hit and run and reckless con-
duct. House Majority Whip 
Trey Kelley, who represents 

District 16, was indicted for 
reckless conduct.

Keais, who was riding a bi-
cycle, was struck and killed on 
the night of Sept. 11, 2019, on 
Main Street just north of Ce-
dartown.

“Over the course of two days, 
the grand jurors heard a sub-
stantial amount of testimonial 
and video evidence from law 
enforcement officers and the 
GBI medical examiner, as well 
as several witness interview re-

cordings from those involved in, 
and with direct knowledge of, 
the incident,” Browning said.

“Because the Georgia State 
Patrol, the investigating agen-
cy, had not made any arrests 
in connection with the inves-
tigation,” he continued, “the 
grand jury was authorized to 
determine for themselves and 
to recommend the charges 
they believed were appropri-
ate and justified under the law 
and supported by the evidence 

from the state patrol’s inves-
tigation.”

A Polk County Coroner’s 
report listed the cause on the 
death certificate as homicide 
by hit and run and stated that 
Keais was struck by a vehicle 
driven by Dover.

Dover and Kelley were wait-
ing across the street from 
the incident location in the 
Dollar General parking lot in 

Polk elections officials brace for Senate runoffs

Kelley indicted in hit and run case

‘You can’t 
get COVID 
from this 
vaccine’

Jeremy Stewart

Cathy Raines of Possum Trot Farms helps customers get a closer look at the Christmas wreaths and bows she makes 
for the Rockmart Farmers Market’s Holiday Market on Thursday, Dec. 10. The market will be open one final time 
this Thursday from 2-5 p.m. next to the Silver Comet Trail in downtown Rockmart.

Dr. Gary 
Voccio

See CALENDAR, A5

Rep. Trey Kelley faces a misdemeanor reckless endangerment charge and a Polk 
County man faces a felony hit and run charge in the 2019 death of Eric Keais.

Trey Kelley Eric Keais

See INDICTMENT, A2

With the first 
shipments likely to 
hit Northwest 
Georgia soon, Dr. 
Gary Voccio 
encourages people 
to take the vaccine 
when it’s available.

See VACCINE, A2

Rockmart’s Holiday 
Market in final week

Above left: Tobias Heard, 3, looks over rows of 
local honey from Bee Haven Raw Honey at the 
Rockmart Farmers Market on Thursday, Dec. 10. 
Above: Victoria Reid arranges her handmade ear-
rings in a basket as part of the Morning Glory Farm 
booth at the Rockmart Farmers Market.. Reid sells 
handmade art and jewelry through her own online 
store, Goldfinch. Left: Olivia Butler, 5, helps her 
mom, Katelyn Butler, pick out some gourmet 
bread at the That Foriegn Chick’s Bakery booth.

See ELECTIONS, A2


