
U.S. Sen. Johnny 
Isakson looks back 
on  his career before 
retirement Dec. 31

Hometown News/C1

Walker residents 
have fun in the sun 
on Labor Day

News/A2

LaFayette, Ga.

Wednesday, september 11, 2019

Three sections ♦ 75 cents

ONLINE: catoosawalkernews.com

Founded in 1877 — Walker County’s oldest continuous businessVol. 130, No. 37

EMAIL: walkercountymessenger@walkermessenger.com

LaFayette tops 
Gordon Lee in 
Friday night lights 
showdown

Sports/B1

Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s 
a great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items 
of interest (such as 
upcoming events), 
discuss what’s 
happening in our 
community and in 
the news, or just 
send us a message. 
And don’t forget to 
“Like” us!

To report 
news or 

for home 
delivery, call 

706-638-1859.

© 2019 Times-Journal 
Inc.

Thirty-one locations re-
ceived perfect scores in Walker 
and Catoosa counties for in-
spections conducted during 
the second half of August.

There were no failures. 
But several facilities received 
less-than-satisfactory scores.

Rossville’s “Rolling in the 
Dough-Nut” received a score 
of 83 after the inspector ob-
served food being held at 
incorrect temperatures and 
stored improperly.

Zaxby’s on Battlefield Park-

way received a score of 88 
when an employee was seen 
switching between raw ani-
mal product and ready-to-
eat food without washing 
hands or changing gloves.

Also receiving a score of 
88 was Station House in 
LaFayette, due to expired 
sauces and food containers 
without lids.

Walker County

Tree Top Hideaway

576 Chattanooga Valley 
Road, Flintstone

Inspection date: Aug. 15
Score: 100
Gilbert Elementary
87 South Burnt Mill Road
Inspection date: Aug. 15
Score: 100
LaFayette Middle 

School
419 Roadrunner Blvd., 

LaFayette
Inspection date: Aug. 19
Score: 100
Subway (LaFayette)

108 North Main St., La-
Fayette

Inspection date: Aug. 19
Score: 100
American Legion

540 Park City Road, Ross-
ville

Inspection date: Aug. 20

Restaurant inspections for Walker and Catoosa

From Walker County 
Sheriff’s Office

A 51-year-old Chattanoo-
ga man, John Brent Tram-

mell, has been 
arrested and 
b o o k e d  a t 
the Walker 
County jail 
on charges 
of rape, ag-
gravated sod-
omy, aggra-
vated sexual 
battery, in-

cest and exploitation of a 
disabled person, according 
to Walker County Sheriff 
Steve Wilson.

Trammell is alleged to have 
committed the crimes at a 
LaFayette, Ga., residence 
on July 4.

The victim’s age and sex 
are not being released in or-
der to protect the victim’s 
identity.

Trammell is being held 
without bond. A bond hearing 
will be scheduled in Walker 
County Superior Court at a 
later date.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Behind the “double doors of doom” 
at the 6th Cavalry Museum is a large 
storage area that holds all manner 
of items people have been donating 
from the time the museum moved 
to Fort Oglethorpe from Fort Meade 
in Maryland.

Chris McKeever, the museum’s di-
rector since 2003, says she started 
calling the doors “the double doors of 
doom” after she had them installed 
to discourage visitors from poking 
through a disorganized and undocu-
mented collection of uniforms, pho-
tographs, articles and equipment. 
“I didn’t even know what was there 
myself,” she says.

Background

Around 1980, some Fort Ogletho-
rpe fellows who were retired from 
the U.S. 6th Cavalry took a trip to 
Fort Meade in Maryland and visited 
a small museum dedicated to the 6th 
Cavalry. They learned the Army was 
planning to put the museum to rest. 
The men talked the Army into letting 
them take possession of the museum, 
but they needed a place for it.

Enter the City of Fort Oglethorpe 
and then-mayor John Norris. The 
city had a tiny building on Barnhardt 
Circle they were willing to dedicate 
to the museum. There was no sec-
ond story to it as there is today and 
the first story was less than half the 
size it is now. The museum moved in.

An addition was built onto the 
first floor as the museum needed 
more space and people donated more 
items. In the early 1990s, the state 

of Georgia gave the city $10,000 to 
add a second floor to the museum.

McKeever was hired to run the 
museum in 2003 and the donations 
of items just kept pouring in. The 
double doors of doom went up. McK-
eever photographed the museum on 
both sides of the doors and sent the 
pictures out to companies that in-
ventory just such collections. “The 
lowest bid we got was $38,000,” 
she says. “That’s far more than we 
could afford.”

Time passed and the museum ex-
panded its programs, improved dis-
plays and networked with schools, the 
community and other museums, but 
the piles behind the doors of doom 
remained and grew.

A new dawn

Then recently, Mike Criscillis was 
visiting the museum. Criscillis and 
his wife Shirley run a museum de-
sign company called Caswell Part-
ners. They were already friends of 
the 6th Cavalry. “It was because of 
Mike and Shirley we ended up with 
the ‘History Unearthed’ exhibit,” 
says McKeever.

McKeever opened the double doors 
of doom to Criscillis. “Mike took one 
look and said ‘this can’t continue.’”

August 9-11 were set as organiza-
tion days. Criscillis and his wife had 
written an Excel program for just 
such purposes. They came and the 
museum’s board of directors came 
and together they sorted through 
thousands of items, identified them 
and recorded them in the program.

“Every item got a description,” says 
McKeever, “including whether it was 
authentic or a reproduction, what ma-
terial it was made of and what year it 
was from if we could tell. The mili-
tary knowledge of Mike and board 
member Joe Barkley helped a lot.”

Also on hand to help were Karen 
Barkley, John Facey, Richard Groves, 
Nicole Hill, Greg Jackson, Sherry 
Kitts and Kyle Russell.

McKeever says the work days were 
full of surprises. Workers found 28 
“Ike jackets” – short military jackets 
named after Dwight Eisenhower.

There were wool sleeping bags 
made by Peerless Woolen Mills, 
a 10th Mountain Division pair of 
boots that McKeever says look like 
they’re from outer space.

“We found a full WAC uniform: 
skirt, blouse, insignia, overcoat and 
purse,” says McKeever.

There were 400 picture frames 
still in their original packaging.

The museum donated most of them 
to the art department at Ridgeland 
High School.

McKeever says the museum may 
be able to trade some of the Ike 
jackets for items they’d like from 
other museums and may sell some 
of them.

“There was a lot of stuff that was 
just junk,” says McKeever, “and 

Change behind ‘double doors of doom’ 
at 6th Cavalry Museum

Man 
charged 
with rape, 
aggravated 
sodomy

From LaFayette Rotary 
Club

The LaFayette Rotary 
Club is spearheading a fund 
drive to assist the people 
of the Bahamas following 
the devastation left there 
by Hurricane Dorian.

The Bahamian people are 
in urgent need of medical 
care, housing, food, and 
other services. Following a 
natural disaster like Hur-
ricane Dorian, your con-
tribution ensures that we 
can deliver supplies, pro-
vide health care, and sup-
port rebuilding efforts. By 
making a donation today, 
you can help Rotarians 
respond swiftly and ef-
fectively, bringing hope 
to those whose lives have 
been affected by disaster.

LaFayette Rotary Club 
President Julie Carter says, 
“I believe that there is no 
better place than The Ro-
tary Foundation to con-
tribute your funds.

This way your donation 
will go exactly where you 
intended. Your donations 
will be going through The 

Rotary Club 
launches 
fund drive 
for Dorian 
victims

6th Cavalry Museum

Volunteers spent three days organizing thousands of items in a storage area of the 6th Cavalry Museum in Fort Ogletho-
rpe, as shown by these before (above) and after (below) pictures.

EXPLANATION OF GRADE/SCORE

A: Food safety excellence 

with a numerical score of 90 

to 100.

B: Satisfactory 

compliance with a numerical 

score of 80 to 89.

C: Marginal compliance 

with a numerical score of 70 

to 79.

U: Unsatisfactory 

compliance with a numerical 

score of 69 or less.

John Brent 

Trammell

MORE INFORMATION

The 6th Cavalry Museum is at 6 

Barnhardt Circle, Fort Oglethorpe. 

Hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with the exception 

of some holiday periods. More 

information: 6thcavalrymuseum.org 

or 706-861-2860.

TAKING STOCK

See RESTAURANT, A3

See MUSEUM, A3See DORIAN, A3


