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of Events

Come out this Tues-
day, May 29 to take part 
in the Polk County His-
torical Society’s monthly 
meeting starting at 7 p.m. 
upstairs at the museum 
on West Avenue in down-
town Cedartown. This 
month’s topic will cover 
a comparison of life fol-
lowing World War II in 
the United State and the 
United Kingdom.

The Cedartown Farm-
er’s Market has a new 
location and time for 
the 2019 season. Market-
goers are invited to come 
out to the corner of Ware 
and South Main Street 
in Cedartown starting on 
Tuesday, June 18 from 1 
to 5 p.m. Additional dates 
and times will be forth-
coming. Contact Five 
Cedars Farm to partici-
pate at 678-246-1216 to 
learn more about becom-
ing a vendor.

Pine Bower Baptist 
Church located at 100 
Pine Bower Rd., Ced-
artown, is holding their 
Vacation Bible School 
June 3 through June 
7 beginning at 6 p.m. 
each night and ending 
at 8:45 p.m. Classes are 
offered for all ages. A kick-
off is planned on Satur-
day, June 1 at 4 p.m. with 
a reptile show and ice 
cream competition. Every-
one is invited to attend. 
Please call the church at 
770-748-3252 for anyone 
who needs van transpor-
tation.

The 100 Black Men of 
Rome-Northwest Geor-
gia is set to hold their 
25th anniversary gala 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The rules will stay in place for Waste 
Industries operations at Grady Road Land-
fill the latest hearing before Cobb County 
Superior Court Judge Adele Grubbs went 
through arguments in a motion to stay 
sought by the defense.

Grubbs determined after less than an 
hour hearing arguments on the morning 
of May 22 that the motion to stay made by 
Waste Industries attorneys wasn’t enough 
to halt the ongoing operational changes 
made at the facility off Highway 278.

Waste Industries attorney Matt Martin 

Landfill order 
stays in place

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The Class of 2019 will be one 
that remains a topic of discus-
sion in Polk County for years to 
come. This group of seniors from 
both Cedartown and Rockmart 
include academic over-achievers 
worthy of celebration, state title 
seekers and winners, and teens 
who are ready to tackle whatever 
challenges are ahead of them in 
a ever-changing world.

On Friday night and Saturday 
morning this past weekend, Rock-
mart and Cedartown High School 
gathered in their football sta-
dium despite the heat to hand 
out diplomas to well over 400 
students between both schools 
combined.

Rockmart High Salutatorian 
Jackson Norris and Valedictorian 
Montana Barber delivered their 
thanks and at least in Norris’ case 
some intentionally bad jokes to 
family, friends, educators and 

fellow students for their efforts 
to help them achieve a great end 
to their education in Polk County 
on Friday night.

Norris specifically pointed 
toward the above average expe-
rience of Rockmart’s Class of 
2019 — region titles and state 
championship runs included as 
well as a mention of their win 
over Cedartown in football last 
August — but most importantly 
he used his time to thank one 
person in particular. He dedi-

cated his speech to former RHS 
Band Director David Snipes, who 
died suddenly at the close of the 
2018 school year.

“I miss him with every fiber of 
my being,” Norris said. “We all do.”

Over in Cedartown, it fell to Vale-
dictorian Gabe Foster and Salu-
tatorian Ebrahem Abdul-Rahman 
to provide the same thanks to the 
hundreds on hand Saturday morn-
ing in the same vein.

Seniors leaving lasting impression

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Two are now recovering from recent shoot-
ings in Rockmart and Cedartown that occurred 
within days of one another, and an investi-
gation in each case is still ongoing accord-
ing to local police chiefs.

Ladue Avenue was the scene of a latest 
shooting which happened around 6:45 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 21. Cedartown Police Chief 
Jamie Newsome had yet to release the name 
of the 18-year-old black male who was hit 
with a single round, but said he had non-
life threatening injuries when he was trans-
ported by air to Atlanta Medical Center.

Newsome said the investigation into the 
shooting was still ongoing and his detectives 
were following up on information as of the 
end of the week at press time. No immediate 

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Polk School District’s top placing 
seniors got some much-needed down-
time thanks to the annual honor lun-
cheon, where the top 5 from both high 
schools were invited together to dine, 
mingle, and receive recognition for 
their accomplishments.

Graduates were called to the front for 
their award ahead of a large luncheon 
for students and parents on May 22.

RHS Senior Counselor Charlene Dav-
enport and CHS Senior Counselor Lau-
rie Brumby also took the opportunity 
to share what the group listed as their 
post-graduation goals and plans dur-
ing the May 22 event.

Rockmart High Valedictorian Mon-

tana Barber said her plans are to attend 
Berry College for pre-dental studies. 
It’s another step towards her goal of 
becoming a practicing orthodontist 
and helping those in need better their 
oral health.

The students were also asked which 
accomplishment they were most proud 
of during their high school career, 
and despite her massive portfolio, 
Barber did manage to single out an 
accomplishment she felt was above 
and beyond.

“Receiving my CSA Achievement 
Award through FBLA,” Barber wrote. 
“(It took) 500 hours of volunteering 
and serving the community.”

Cedartown High Valedictorian Gabe 

Two shots less 
than a week apart 
injure 2 in Polk

Kevin Myrick

Cedartown High School’s Class of 2019 tossed their caps into the air celebrating the end of graduation ceremonies on Saturday, May 25.

See GRADUATION, A6

Students honored by PSD 
at annual Top 5 luncheon

Sean Williams

Students from Cedartown and Rockmart High Schools who kept 
their grades up during their time in the classroom were honored 
during the annual Top 5 luncheon on May 23. See PSD, A2

Grubbs denies stay motion from 
Waste Industries, says modification 
request would be considered

Kevin Myrick

Operations at the Grady Road Landfill remain a 
point of contention between Polk County’s gov-
ernment who owns the site, and Waste Industries 
who is contracted to operate it.See SHOOTING, A13 See LANDFILL, A13

See CALENDAR, A10


