
By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

Walker County 
Commissioner Shannon 
Whitfield reported on 
the State of the County 
during the Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon on 
Tuesday, April 25.

Whitfield said he 
was constantly being 
asked if the state of the 
county was in such dire 
shape as believed.

Within Whitfield’s 
first week, there was 
$13,795,000 in taxes 
previously collected 
into the general fun, 
but there was around 
$800,000 left in the 
account to work with as 
of Jan. 3.

Whitfield’s office 
received numerous 
calls from bill collectors 
asking if they were 
going to be paid.

Payroll for that 
week was going to be $1 

million for 435 county 
employees with around 
$500,000 in payroll and 
$1 million in the general 
fund.

It was determined the 
county needed a loan of 

$8 million just to survive.
The loan was 

granted by The Bank of 
LaFayette.

Whitfield hired 
Sharleen Robinson 
as human resource 

director to define job 
descriptions within the 
county as well as policies 
and procedures.

“There just wasn’t 
any,” Whitfield said of 
job descriptions.

Whitfield also hired 
Joe Legge as public 
relations director.

He hired codes 
enforcement director 
David Brown due to the 
request for more codes 
enforcement.

The biggest 
issue facing codes is 
household garbage, 
junk, hunk cars and 
dilapidated structures, 
with 1,368 miles of road 
to pick up garbage.

A tire amnesty day is 
being considered, when 
citizens can drop tires 
off at the landfill at no 

cost. 

“Many people said, 

‘Oh, you’ve just gone 

and hired a lot of bounty 

hunters’ and ‘you’ve 

just gone and created 

a bunch of new rules’... 

We are just taking 

everything that was on 

the book and applied it 

today,” he said.

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Rossville’s public library 
has become the “new, airy, 
cheerful and spacious” space 
— and then some — that 
Library Manager Carmella 
Clark hoped for its renovation 
began last fall.

“It’s turned out better than 
I ever imagined,” Clark said 
last week as construction 
workers applied finishing 

touches to their handiwork 
and library staffers shelved 
books.

Located at 502 McFarland 
Avenue, adjacent the fire 
station and within an half-
block of Rossville’s city hall 
and civic center, this library 
has been a centerpiece of the 
city since opening in 1987.

Following a seven-month 
revamp — its only major 
renovation other than 

having a tornado-damaged 

roof replaced in 2011 — this 

branch reopened on Tuesday, 

May 4.

Aside from a resurfaced 

parking lot, and new 

sidewalks provided by the city, 

nothing outside the building 

seems all that different from 

its dedication. But beyond the 

new glass doors of its foyer is 

a contemporary space, one 

where 21st century technology 

is incorporated by design 

rather than kludged together.

Cherokee Regional Library 

System Director Lecia 

Eubanks said this is the last 

of the system’s four branches 

to undergo replacement or 

renovation. 

In addition to its being 

computer-friendly, the 
remodeling brought modern 
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County track 

athletes punch 

their tickets to 

GHSA state 

meets.

Sports/B2

GLMS boys 

cruise to NGAC 

championship.

Sports/B1
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Sidney PIerce 

signs on to play 

volleyball at

nearby Bryan 

College.

Sports/B1

Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

Tennessee Aquarium press release

In the 25 years since it rose on 
a once-neglected riverfront, the 
Tennessee Aquarium has become 
emblematic of Chattanooga’s 
astounding renaissance.

When it was conceived in the 1980s, 
the Aquarium seemed like a textbook 
improbability for a community still 
haunted by its ignoble designation 

in 1969 as America’s most-polluted 
city. The grand opening of the River 
Journey building on May 1, 1992, was 
only possible thanks to a bedrock of 
private support and a communitywide 
commitment to returning to our river.

The initial $45 million investment in 
bringing an Aquarium to Chattanooga 
has paid dividends on a massive 
scale. According to a recent economic 

impact study conducted by the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville’s 
Center for Sustainable Business and 
Development, more than $3.293 billion 
has flowed into Hamilton County in the 
last 25 years thanks to the Aquarium. 
That figure represents spending by 
guests who reported their primary 

Celebrating 25 Impactful Years
The Tennessee Aquarium has reached 23 million 
guests, contributed $3.3 billion to local economy

Chattanooga’s riverfront prior to the Tennessee Aquarium on left and, on right, how it looks today.
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They’re back! 
Rossville’s library reopens after a $500,000 makeover 

Library Manager Carmella Clark (left) and Branch Services Manager Chelsea Kovalevskiy shelving books in the newly renovated 

Rossville library which reopened yesterday following a six-month renovation.  (Messenger photo/Mike O’Neal)

Commissioner describes first 115 days

Shannon Whitfield highlighted his first 115 days as commissioner at a  Walker 

County Chamber of Commerce luncheon.(Messenger photo/Mike O’Neal)


