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Crossview Community 
Church is holding a Com-
munity Thanksgiving 
Potluck Meal on Wednes-
day, Nov. 22 at 6:30 p.m. 
at 510 N Piedmont Ave., 
Rockmart. Visit www.
rockmartpotluck.com to 
sign-up now for the free 
meal. The Thanksgiving 
outreach includes a give-
away to those in need of 
blankets, coats, gloves 
hats and scarves for the 
winter.

Aragon’s annual Christ-
mas Parade is coming up 
on Saturday, Dec. 9, 2017, 
through the mill village 
at 4 p.m. Call Aragon City 
Hall at 770-684-6563 for 
more information about 
entering a float and par-
ticipating.

The next spaghetti din-
ner at American Legion 
Post 12 will be December 
13. Meal served from 5 to 
7 p.m. Spaghetti, meat-
balls, garlic toast and 
salad, $5, all-you-can-eat. 
Trivia with Tom and Bet-
ty starts at 6 p.m. Come 
and enjoy a break from 
shopping and let us cook 
for you.

Please see CALENDAR A12

By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

The Cedartown City 
Commission has finally 
given a name to a public 
space that has been sim-
ply known around town 
as “that park in front 
of the court house” by 
honoring a hometown 
star who lit up stage and 
screen with his shining 
presence.

Commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve 
naming the pocket park 

in front of Polk County 
Courthouse No. 2 as Ster-
ling Holloway Park, one 
of many suggestions of-
fered up during past 
months of consideration.

Holloway — known to 
millions from his work in 
motion pictures, televi-
sion and as the animat-
ed voice of Walt Disney’s 
Winnie the Pooh — was 
born in Cedartown, Ga. 
on Jan. 14, 1905. The en-
tertainer’s accolades and 
achievements are numer-
ous. Spanning animated 
blockbusters to prime-
time television, Holloway 
has appeared in over 100 
movies and 40 different 
television shows.

“We’re going with Hol-

loway park, but we all 
know it’s Sterling Hollo-
way Park,” commissioner 
Dale Tuck explained be-
fore the motion was ap-
proved.

Holloway Park joins 
Sterling Holloway Street 
which runs alongside his 
birthplace in Cedartown, 
and was renamed in his 
honor shortly before his 
death of heart failure on 
Nov. 23, 1992. The street 
is located off College 
Street, near the county 
government office build-
ing.

Sterling was the first 
Hollywood actor drafted 
into World War II.

Commission names park

Kevin Myrick / SJ

The pocket park in front of Polk County 

Courthouse No. 2 is now officially named 

Holloway Park, honoring film legend and 

Cedartown native Sterling Holloway. 

Rockmart 
woman: 
We need 
guard rail
 
By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

A Rockmart woman is 
hoping the City Council 
can help fix an ongoing 
problem of her home 
becoming the target of 
speeding vehicles leav-
ing the roadway.

Tammie Tucker was one 
delegate who had a specif-
ic request for the council, 
since she lives in a home 
that has on several occa-
sions in the past been hit 
by cars. She has asked the 
city to place a guard rail 
in front of her home to 
prevent further damage.

Tucker told the council 
that she is tired of pouring 
money into home repairs, 
and wants the guard rail 
be placed on the west 
side of Goodyear Avenue 
to stop the frequent car 
wrecks and repairs that 
have become an all too 
common occurrence.

“I moved into that 
house in 2001,” Tucker 
explained. “My house 
and my property has 
been damaged six times 
by cars,” she said.

“I want to see if a guard 
rail can be put up coming 
from 278 down Goodyear 
Avenue on the west side.

Small Business Saturday 
is coming this weekend
By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

Small businesses are 
m a k i n g  t h e m s e l v e s 
known in a big way on 
Nov. 25 with Small Busi-
ness Saturday. 

As a smaller, local 
business,  competing 
with mega-retailers and 
enormous companies is 
a challenge, but the com-
petition is spiked tenfold 
by the presence of Black 
Friday.  

Small town businesses 
don’t have the luxury of 
slashing prices 75 per-
cent, but the Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce is 
working to level the play-
ing field by offering in-
centives to shop local. 
The event starts with 
customers grabbing a 
Shopping Passport from 
each city’s welcome sta-
tion. Rockmart’s station 
is located 133 S. Marble 
St., and Cedartown’s is 
located at 306 S. Main St. 
The passport has details 
about each participat-
ing business including 
location and goods, and 

spending $10 or more at 
any business will earn 
passport stamps. Those 
who fill the passport can 
return to the chamber of-
fices to be entered into 
a gift-basket giveaway 
where a winner will be 
drawn on Friday, Dec. 1.

The gift basket’s con-
tents vary, but the or-
ganizers have plans for 
gift certificates from 
chamber members and 
other goods. Participat-
ing Chamber member 
businesses include Ce-
dartown’s Holmes for 
Her, Holmes Clothing, 
Bussey’s Florist and 
Gifts, and Rockmart’s 
The Perch on Marble, 
Morgan ACE Hardware, 
Now and Then, and Smith 
& Lockwood.

Adoption 
provides 

options for 
families
 z One local family’s 

story of love becomes 
a symbol for 
thousands who open 
their homes to youth 
in DFCS care.

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Kim and Martin West 
are much like any other 
married couple who are 
in love. They look at each 
other with a twinkle in 
their eye, sharing unspo-
ken secrets with just an 
expression. 

They finish each oth-
ers thoughts. They hold 
hands.

The West family even 
has their collection of 
family portraits, fea-
turing the husband and 
wife and their children 
in shorts and sandals, 

and their Christmas card 
that features Martin and 
Kim’s son Josh in red 
flannel suits.

However their dream of 
having a family of their 
own was close to not com-
ing true, until they decid-
ed that if they wanted 
to share their love they 
should try a different 
route: adoption through 
the foster care system.

They are one of thou-
sands of couples who 
in the past years have 
opened their homes and 
hearts to children who 
need the love and care 

the Wests and others like 
them can provide, which 
is how they came to be 
the parents of Simon, of 
Betenia Faith and of Ol-
lie.

The couple were initial-
ly wary of trying to have 
children, since Martin 
was coming into their 
marriage without any 
previous experience of 
raising a son or daughter. 

Kim had her 13-year-old 
son Josh when they first 
met from a previous mar-
riage.
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The Stocks Family and their friends from around the community gathered to serve up a 

Thanksgiving meal over the weekend. 

Please see PARK A3

A Thanksgiving Tradition

Please see ADOPTION A2

Giving back to the community

Please see RAIL A3

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Thanksgiving came ear-
ly for one family and their 
friends in Rockmart who 
are continuing a tradi-
tion of giving back to the 
community with a holiday 
meal over the weekend.

On Saturday, the Stocks 
family took over the Na-
than Dean Community 
Center for their annual 
Thanksgiving meal, this 

year a much larger scale 
event that included toys 
for local youth and gos-
pel music for those who 
sat and ate.

The annual free meal 
is continued by Floreace 
Stocks, who decided sev-
eral years back that one 
way she could give back 
at the holidays was to 
help those in need get to 
celebrate as well.

“I’ve gotten a lot of com-
ments from folks while they 

were eating,” Stocks said. 
“They said ‘this is a won-
derful thing, keep doing 
it.’ These people who don’t 
even know me, and they said 
‘but we love you anyway. 
Keep doing what you do.’”

It was the message she 
hoped to hear as her fam-
ily put together the an-
nual mean ahead of time 
and continued to do final 
preparations through the 
afternoon on additional 
trays as items ran out. 

The event also featured 
gifts for children who ate 
at the Nathan Dean Com-
munity Center in Rock-
mart, and gospel music 
throughout the afternoon.

She said numbers of 
those served this year 
weren’t tallied yet, but 
that a steady flow of folks 
hoping to get some turkey 
and all the fixings contin-
ued through the day.

Please see STOCKS A10

 z  Cedartown honors 
hometown film legend 
Sterling Holloway.

Contributed photo 

The West Family during the holidays. 

Please see SMALL A2


