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An exciting, affordable, one-of-a-kind 
event is coming to downtown Calhoun over 
a three-day period in December that’s sure 
to please all ages.

Beginning Thursday, Dec. 14, and 
running through Saturday, Dec. 16, 
downtown Calhoun can enjoy Winter 
Wonderland, the community’s very own ice 
skating rink. 

Hours on Thursday, Dec. 14 will be from 
4 - 9 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 15 hours are 4 - 10 p.m. 
and on Saturday, Dec. 16, the rink will be 
open all day from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. The event 
is very affordable at $6 per person, which 
includes ice skate rental and 30 minutes 
of ice time. It is highly recommended for 
anyone wishing to ice skate to purchase 
tickets in advance to prevent standing in 
line at the event. Tickets can be purchased 
online at downtowncalhounga.com or by 
calling Suzanne Roberts at 706-602-5570.

The event is sponsored by Hamilton 
Medical Center, who is also a sponsor of 
Calhoun’s BBQ, Boogie & Blues each year. 

“Andy Baxter and I came up with 
the idea. We looked into the venture 
and realized we would need a sponsor,” 
said Suzanne Roberts, director of the 
Downtown Development Authority. “That’s 
where Hamilton comes in; they have gladly 
sponsored the ice skating rink.”

“We have been a part of the community 
for some time, in our entire system,” said 
Kim Reynolds, director of Planning and 
Marketing with Hamilton Medical Center, 
who resides in Calhoun. “From our 
physician practices to the Medical Center, 
we have a large percentage of our associate 
population that work for Hamilton that 
are from Calhoun. We really feel like we 
are part of this community and want to 

continue to have that presence here, and 
support what is going on in the Calhoun-
Gordon County community. When Suzanne 
contacted us about this event, we jumped 
on it because it’s such an exciting event 
that’s coming to Calhoun. To raise my family 
here, and to see my kids involved in this 
type of activity and knowing what all it’s 
going to do and how the community invests 
in its people, we are very excited about it.”

Artificial Ice Events will be bringing 
an ice skating rink to the parking lot of the 
Downtown Calhoun Depot, located off of 
King Street. The rink will be 30 x 40 feet 
and will accommodate up to 30 people 
in 30 minute time increments. According 
to Roberts, there are boards and fencing 
around the rink to provide stability for 

skaters.
Throughout the three-day event, Andy 

Baxter of Baxter Dean Studios will be 
taking photos. Santa Claus will be on hand 
each evening from 7 - 9 p.m. for children 
to visit. Copper Creek Farms will have 
their food truck on hand each night and 
other food vendors, including a funnel cake 
truck, will be on hand providing tasty treats 
for ice skaters.

The annual Downtown Calhoun 
Christmas Parade of Lights will be held on 
Thursday, Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. Ice skating will 
be held during and after the parade until 
9 p.m.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit downtowncalhounga.com or 
call Suzanne Roberts at 706-602-5570.

Hamilton Medical, Downtown Development 
bringing Winter Wonderland to Calhoun
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The Gordon County Board of Commissioners 
met with Gordon County Youth Leadership at 
Tuesday’s work session, where they advised 
the local students on ways to get involved in 
the community. The discussion focused on 
opportunities to serve and how to give back to 
the Calhoun-Gordon County Community. 

“It doesn’t always have to be political. Serve 
where you feel like you can give back,” said Becky 
Hood, chairman of the Board of Commissioners.

“When you get involved, it ingrains in you the 
desire to serve,” said Commissioner Bud Owens. 
“There are so many opportunities where you can 
truly impact other people.”

The commissioners answered questions 
about procedure, voting and their impact on 

the community. This year marks the 24th Youth 
Leadership class sponsored by the Gordon 
County Chamber of Commerce. In total, more 
than 1,200 students from all Gordon County high 
schools have graduated from the program. 

In other news:
Employee of the month was Dottie Payne, 

with 23 years of service to the Gordon County 
Fire Department.

The Board voted to re-appoint Dr. Devin 
Handley to the Gordon County Board of Health 
for a six-year term, ending December 31, 2023.

Approved contracting with Ceres 
Environmental Services and Crowder Gulf to 
lock in the prices for debris removal and disaster 
clean up. The federal government will reimburse 

By Susan Kirkland
Community Correspondent

Gordon County Youth Leadership attends 
latest Board of Commissioners meeting

SUSAN KIRKLAND / For the Times

Members of Gordon County Youth Leadership, above, listen to the Gordon County Board of Commissioners as they 
conduct their meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017. The program features students from Calhoun High School, Georgia-
Cumberland Academy, Gordon Central High School and Sonoraville High School.

See COUNTY, Page 12A

Ledbetter named 
new administrator  
of Gordon County

James F. “Jim” Ledbetter, who has served as 
attorney for Gordon County since June 2014, was 
named the new administrator of Gordon County 
on Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2017. This comes after the 
resignation of John King earlier this year.

The administrator position has actually been 
merged with the county attorney position, where 
Ledbetter will serve the role. The county leaves 
open the option to bring in outside legal counsel 
as needed.

“It keeps me busy and challenges me, 
and I really like that,” said Ledbetter of the 

By Brandi Owczarz
Managing Editor
BOwczarz@calhountimes.com

See LEDBETTER, Page 12A


