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10% Buyer’s PremiumCOURT ORDERED ABSOLUTE

Property of Ms. Tracy Johnson

Saturday, June 22nd | 10 AM EDT
156 Valley View Lane

Menlo, Cloudland, Chattooga County, GA
123

±
Acres of Lush Pasture & Mature Timber

SELLING IN TRACTS OR AS A WHOLE

3 Bedroom Stone & Cedar Home with Gunite Pool — Guest House — Fenced Pasture — Lakes — Massive Barn — Waterfall — Over 2000’ of Lookout Mountain Brow Frontage

Inspection: Thursday & Friday, June 20 & 21 from

1pm-4 pm. Contact our office for a private showing.
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By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Wilson Road in Walker County runs nearly 
two miles. Dark miles at night, because there 
are no street lights — and that’s what concerns 
the Wilson Road Neighborhood Group.

David Roden, one of the founders of WRNG, 
says the group has been seeking solutions to the 
problem for a while. “People walk on that road 
at night,” says Roden. “They’re going to the con-
venience store, the Laundromat, other places. 

It’s hard to see them if you’re driving down the 
road. If you hit and kill someone, a life has been 
lost, that person’s family has been turned upside 
down and so has your life.”

Roden says that the past government of Walker 
County said it couldn’t afford to put up lights on 
all the hundreds of miles of roads in the county. 
He understands that. But the problem remains.

So WRNG has come up with a possible solu-
tion, something outside the box. What if, they 

Wilson Rd. group proposes 
neighborhood lighting tax

Staff reports

Walker County: For the 
week of June 6-12, two 
restaurants earned a per-
fect score and three earned 
between 90 and 99.

Catoosa County: Three 
inspections earned a per-
fect score during the week of 
June 6-12. Five restaurants 
earned between 90 and 99.

Walker County

Walker County State 
Prison

97 Kevin Lane, Rock 
Spring

Inspection date: June 10
Score: 100
VFW Post 3679
98 Memorial Drive, Ross-

ville
Inspection date: June 10
Score: 97
Inspector notes: Observed 

evidence of rodents in the 
dry storage area (droppings).

Pizza Hut
405 N. Main Street, LaFay-

ette
Inspection date: June 10
Score: 95
Inspector notes: Observed 

improper drinking practices 
in kitchen (bottles, cans).

City of Rossville Food 
Service

400 McFarland Ave., Ross-
ville

Inspection date: June 11
Score: 100
Armando’s
1105 LaFayette Road, 

Rossville
Inspection date: June 12
Score: 98

By Jan Morris
JMorris@WalkerMessenger.com

Walker County wants to refinance 
$14.7 million in revenue bonds, a move 
officials claim could save taxpayers 
millions of dollars.

In 2015 the county issued $17.5 mil-
lion in bonds, at a rate not to exceed 
7.5%, to pay for the infrastructure com-
pletion and dirt work at the Walker 
County Industrial Park.

“This year, based on Walker County’s 
improved financial conditions, WCDA 
(Walker County Development Author-
ity) proposes to refinance the remaining 
balance of the bonds contingent upon 
receiving a rate not to exceed 4.9%,” 
Joe Legge, the county’s public rela-
tions director, said in a news release.

The Development Authority approved 
the bond resolution at a meeting Tues-
day, June 11. And on Thursday, June 
13, the resolution — known as R-013-
19 — to approve the issuance of the 
WCDA Economic Development Tax-
able Refunding Revenue Bonds, Series 
2019 (for the purposes of refinancing 
previously issued revenue bonds by 
the authority in order to achieve debt 
service savings), was addressed by the 
commissioner.

Whitfield said the county continues 
to move forward with the refinance res-
olution process. The actions taken so 
far is merely the first step, since it will 
take approximately 60 days to com-
plete this process.

Once the bonding agency has 
received final interest rate terms, both 
the commissioner and the Develop-
ment Authority will decide whether 
to continue to move forward with 
the refinancing proposal, he added.

“One of the top priorities of my 
administration,” Whitfield said in 
the news release, “has been to get 
our financial house in order. Restor-

ing Walker County’s credit rating 
makes lower rates like this possible 
for existing debt. The latest audit 
shows our balance sheet in a much 
stronger position than in 2015. This 
allows us to turn yet another page in 
our shared journey together toward 
freedom from crippling county debt. 
We are thrilled this will save the tax-
payers of Walker County millions of 
dollars.”

Officials still working out details

In hammering out the plan, the 
county is consulting with Trey Mon-
roe, a bond underwriter with Stifel, 
an investment bank and financial ser-
vices company with offices in Atlanta, 
and James “Jim” Woodward, a bond 
attorney, Whitfield said.

County officials say plan to refinance will save millions

Restaurant 
inspections

Joe Legge

Walker County Development Authority on Tuesday, June 11, approved a resolution to refinance $14.7 million in bonds.

Tamara Wolk

Jim Hill, one of the founders of Wilson Road 
Neighborhood Group, believes a voluntary neigh-
borhood tax of a penny-a-day-per-parcel for street 
lights would be well worth the lives it could save.

RESOLOVED TO SAVE 

Q&A with commissioner

By Jan Morris
JMorris@WalkerMessenger.com

On Thursday, June 13, following 
his regular scheduled bi-monthly 
public meeting, Walker County 
Commissioner Shannon Whitfield 
agreed to answer some questions 
regarding the county’s plan to refi-
nance revenue bonds from 2015.

Commissioner, what is driv-
ing the decision not to bring 
in a second layer of oversight 
from another attorney with 
extensive bond refinancing 
expertise?

We have done that. We are work-
ing with a bond attorney out of 
Atlanta named Jim Woodward.

Does the bond attorney you 
are using have any affiliation 
with Stifel?

No, he doesn’t. Stifel asked me 
what bond attorney do I want to 
use. I had some interactions and 
work that had never went totally 
through on another project, and I 

had developed a working relation 
with Jim Woodward, and I trusted 
him. And, he came very highly rec-
ommended as well.

Who highly recommended 
him?

Duane Horton.
Duane Horton is the president 

of a private golf course in Walker 
County. He is also the president 
of the Scenic Land Co.

So, you worked with Wood-
ward in a previous business 
situation?

Yes. Well, actually, it was a county 
government situation in 2017. But 
the project never matured. And so 
nothing was ever done.

The way these bond attorneys 
work, as I mentioned earlier, they 
only get paid if the project gets done 
and the issuances are done. And 
so that one didn’t get completed 
and so the county didn’t owe him 
any money, and I didn’t owe him 
any money.

But, I developed a relationship 
with him. And, so I trust him. And 
so we started down this path (the 

Whitfield addresses 
bond refinance issue

Inspections for 
Walker and 
Catoosa counties 
for June 6-12

EXPLANATION OF 
GRADE/SCORE

A: Food safety 
excellence with a 
numerical score of 90 to 
100.

B: Satisfactory 
compliance with a 
numerical score of 80 to 
89.

C: Marginal compliance 
with a numerical score of 
70 to 79.

U: Unsatisfactory 
compliance with a 
numerical score of 69 or 
less.

See WILSON, A11

See SAVE, A11

See Q&A, A11

See INSPECTIONS, A11


