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Young 
Artists

Gage Autry

Photo by Gage Autry, a 
sixth-grader at Red Bud 
Middle School.

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Three people were arrested and more than 
90 marijuana plants cut down on Wednesday 
after law enforcement officials in a helicopter 
found a plot of land near Fairmount thick with 
the illegal plant.

According to Gordon County Sheriff’s Office 
reports, at about 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday of-
ficers with the Governor’s Task Force for Drug 
Suppression working alongside local deputies 
found the plants ranging from a few inches tall 
to more than seven feet in height.

Three people were arrested and charged with 
trafficking in marijuana: Barry Lee Benson, 50, 
Joseph Luke Benson, 20, and Kelly Elaine Ben-
son, 46, all of 225 Cochran Road in Fairmount.

Deputies served search warrants at the resi-
dent and discovered more marijuana and “oth-
er physical evidence” inside. Officials say the 
total street value of the seized drugs is more 
than $180,000.

All three individuals remained in jail on Fri-
day pending bond.

90 pot plants, 3 arrested

By Blake Silvers
BSilvers@RN-T.com

Man first set foot on the 
moon 50 years ago today, and 
behind that single step was 
an entire army of individu-
als helping make it possible.

Men and women from all 
over America lent a hand 
in the process, including 
Dr. Ann Whitaker, a Berry 
College alumnus and Plain-
ville native.

After graduating from Cal-
houn High School, Whitaker 
attended Berry with interest in 
doing her part in the space race.

“I majored in physics and 
had signed up to work in that 
area because at that time 
the Russians were launch-
ing Sputnik,” said Whitaker 
of the Soviet-launched sat-
ellite. “The U.S. was tech-
nically needy in that area.”

Whitaker was among the 
first women to receive a de-
gree in physics from Berry 
College, graduating in 1961.

While on a fellowship at 
the University of Alabama 
in Tuscaloosa, Whitaker says 
she was talked into heading to 
Huntsville to apply for a NASA 
job sometime in 1962 or ’63.

“I had a friend who had also 
gone to Berry who said she 
was tired of going to school 
and not having any money,” 
Whitaker said. “She said ‘let’s 
go up to Huntsville.’ We got 
job offers right away.”

Little did she know at the 
time, but Whitaker’s broke 
friend had led her into a suc-
cessful lifelong career in the 
space program.

“I worked in the labora-
tory on lubrication surface 
physics,” Whitaker recalls. 
“At that time there weren’t 
as many electrical systems as 
there were mechanical, so we 
had to be concerned about 
surfaces that moved against 
each other. We worked with 
solid film lubricants, bear-
ing systems, and even the 
tractor crawler.”

Space  
race leads  
to 39 years 
at NASA for 
NWGA native

Contributed

Police seized more than 90 marijuana plants from 
an address in Fairmount on Wednesday. Three 
people were arrested.

Bary Lee 
Benson

Joseph Luke 
Benson

Kelly Elaine 
Benson

Note to 
readers:

The Calhoun Times has 
relocated. You can now 
find our office at 210 King 
St., Suite D, in downtown 
Calhoun. We are open from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Top: Staff Sgt. Henry Rosenquist of the Calhoun-based 1-108th 
Cavalry hugs his sons following a welcome home ceremony on 
Wednesday at Fort Stewart. Rosenquist was deployed to Afghanistan 
in support Operation Resolute Support. Soldiers with the Calhoun, 
Canton and Dalton-based 1-108th Cavalry reunited with family mem-
bers after they were deployed for seven months to Afghanistan. “We 
could not be more proud of the 48th Infantry Brigade Combat Team 
and 1-108th Cavalry,” said Brig. Gen. Randall Simmons. Right: Staff 
Sgt. Henry Rosenquist holds his daughter for the first time. Above: 
Commanding general of the Georgia Army National Guard, Brig. Gen. 
Randall Simmons, welcomes home Command Sgt. Maj. Jason York, 
senior enlisted adviser for the Calhoun-based 1-108th Cavalry.

Photos by Sgt. Shye Wilborn, Georgia Army National Guard

Soldiers withthe 1-108th Cavalry reunite with family

See SPACE, A8


