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2019 Star Spangled Celebration
Cherokee Capital Fairgrounds

Hwy. 53/Rome, Road, Calhoun, Georgia

CONCERT • INFLATABLES • FOOD • GAMES • MUSIC • MAGIC BEST FIREWORKS SHOW IN NORTH GA.

BABES  BAYOU

FREE ADMISSION!

TOMMY RAY GURLEY

Thursday,July 4th
5 to 10 PM

ALL NEW 2019:  LASER LIGHT SHOW!!
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ADAMS
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Young 
Artists

Local artist chases her 
spark with studio

Gordon Life / B1

Resaca Ranch set to hold 
rodeo this week 

Sports /  C1

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

In a called meeting on Monday, 
the Gordon County Board of Educa-
tion named Brian Hall principal of 

Gordon Central High 
School, exactly two 
weeks after the board 
approved to hire a new 
superintendent.

“I am confident that 
Mr. Hall’s vision to 
increase learning op-
portunities for all stu-
dents, coupled with 
his genuine passion for teaching 

and learning, will be tremendous 
assets as he leads the Warrior Na-
tion and builds upon the excellence 
that is Gordon Central High School,” 
commented incoming Superinten-
dent Kimberly Fraker, who has been 
learning the ropes of her new posi-
tion over the past couple of weeks.

Hall, who has most recently served 
as assistant principal at Sonoraville 
Elementary School, has a long history 

with Gordon County Schools. Hall 
grew up in the Gordon County School 
district, where he attended Tolbert 
Elementary and Ashworth Middle 
School before graduating from Gor-
don Central High School in 2006. 
He has also spent his career in the 
district, having taught at both Ash-
worth Middle School and Gordon 

Gordon Central principal named
 ♦ GCS hires principal for 

Gordon Central shortly after 
approving new superintendent.

Brian Hall

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Gordon County Sheriff’s Office deputies serv-
ing an early morning warrant on Friday didn’t 
find the person they were looking for but did 
arrest five others on drug charges.

According to reports provided by the GCSO, 
at about 3 a.m. on Friday, June 21, deputies 
arrived at 120 Barrett Lane, Lot 6, in search 
of Michael Shannon Ivey. He was not at the 
residence, but police found five others with 
meth, marijuana, scales and smoking device 
inside the home.

Arrested were: Charles Stanley Cagle, 58, 
of 120 Barrett Lane, Lot 6, Calhoun; Amanda 
Shae Davis, 39, of 50 Collins Road, Cedar-
town; Darren Lamar Gilbert, 53, of 775 Hyde 
Road N.W., Resaca; Michael Joe Kimsey, 
37, of 127 Meadow Lane, Calhoun; and Jen-
nifer Leigh Sission, 35, of 120 Barrett Lane, 
Lot 6, Calhoun.

All five individuals were each charged with 
possession of methamphetamine, possession 
of marijuana less than one ounce and posses-
sion of drug-related objects.

Reports say that as deputies approached 
the home that Sisson ran to the front door 
and yelled a warning into the residence. A 
man was spotted running toward the back 
of the home as deputies moved to surround 
the structure.

Inside deputies found meth inside a bed-
room and marijuana, scales and a smoking 
device on a 
dining room 
table. A sec-
ond smok-
ing device 
was found 
on a kitchen 
counter.

Sheriff’s office 
arrests five on 
drug charges

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Once a week or so, the 
Fuqueas try to head out 
to a local river to spend a 
few hours kayaking. But on 

June 15 the couple headed 
to Withlacoochee River 
near Valdosta to partici-
pate in a week-long paddle 
trip led by Georgia River 
Network.

Though Sofia and Ronald 
Fuquea only participated 
in the weekend segment 
of the 2019 Paddle Georgia 
adventure, they were two 
of 350 participants to kay-
ak an average of 15 miles 
a day along Georgia rivers. 
The entire trip covered 92 

miles and allowed paddlers 
to explore the native habi-
tats and local bodies of wa-
ter within state borders.

Couple participates in 92-mile paddle adventure
 ♦ The 15th annual 

Paddle Georgia hosts 
350 kayakers, two of 
whom being natives of 
the Calhoun area.

Contributed

Sofia and Ronald Fuquea pre-
pare to begin Paddle Georgia 
on June 15, beginning on the 
Withlacoochee River and trav-
eling for two days out of the 
week-long trip.

See ADVENTURE, A9

See PRINCIPAL, A9

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Andrew Tierce looked over his 
recently delivered beer-making 
equipment Tuesday morning 
and pointed out the spots where 
each tank will probably sit once 
everything is in place.

Tierce is one of three partners 
building a craft brewery called 
Freight and Rail Brewing Com-
pany on South Park Avenue in 
downtown, and while the busi-
ness is aiming for an October 
opening date, the tools needed 
to brew beer arrived last week.

“It’s all about the beer. It’s all 

about the community. We just 
want to build a place for people 
to come and hang out and come 

together and enjoy a good beer. 

Downtown brewery 
starting to take shape

 ♦ Freight and Rail 
Brewing Company is on 
pace to open in October.

Julia McKinney

Andrew Tierce explains where various pieces of brewing equipment will be located as he shows visitors 
around Freight and Rail Brewing Company in downtown Calhoun.

Brewing tanks were delivered to Freight and Rail Brewing Company 
in downtown Calhoun recently.

See BREWERY, A10


