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The ongoing dispute 

between Catoosa 

County and Earl Epps, 

Ringgold Youth Sports 

Association (RYSA) 

president, over alleged 

misuse of county gyms 

is nearing a conclusion 

after the district 

attorney has decided 

not to pursue criminal 

charges.

In April, county 

officials claimed they 

received complaints 

that Epps was running 

a separate league 

outside of RYSA. They 

ultimately yanked his 

access to the Poplar 

Springs gym while 

they sorted out the 

allegations.

The Georgia Bureau 

of Investigation (GBI) 

has also investigated 

Epps since that time. 

Meanwhile, dozens of 

Catoosa County youth 

basketball players 

associated with Epps’ 

“Thunder” teams have 

been denied access to 

county gyms as well.

During Tuesday 

(Aug. 15) night’s 

commission meeting, 

Epps and several 

concerned parents 

and players were in 

attendance to express 

their displeasure with 

how the whole ordeal 

has been handled. 

“Let’s put these 

gyms back to work 

servicing the youth in 

our community,” Epps 

said.

“There’s emotion 

in voice because of 

the witch-hunt that 

I feel took place 

based around the rec 

association and Earl,” 

Dewayne Gass added. 

Gass says he called 

members of the 

commission to voice 

his concern over the 

matter, but feels like it 

fell on deaf ears.

“I was laughed at 

by one and was told I 

drink the Kool-Aid,” 

Gass said. “I don’t 

appreciate that when 

I call as a concerned 

citizen. I’m proud to 

be a part of the county, 

but I feel like we need 

an explanation as 

to why we have GBI 

agents calling coaches, 

families, being told 

such things like there 

could be tens and if not 

hundreds of thousands 

of dollars missing from 

an organization. I’m 

asking this commission 

to let these kids get 

back to playing ball. 

All I care about is that 

these young people 

have the opportunity to 

grow.”

Parents like Diana 

Jost say their children 

have learned a lot 

playing for Epps.

“I want my daughter 

to play for Earl Epps. 

It’s been good for her 

and it’s been good 

for hundreds of other 

kids,” Jost said.

Elizabeth Forscutt 

said she’s tired of 

asking the commission 

for answers and getting 

no response.

“We ask questions 

over and over and 

over. ... We never get a 

response. We go months 

with our children not 

being able to play,” 

Forscutt said. “I called 

the rec director in 

April and he told me 

my daughter’s name 

was on a list and she 

wasn’t allowed in the 

gyms, and he told me 

that she was under 

criminal investigation. 

I feel like I’m in the 

Fort Oglethorpe 

approves new radios, 

protection equipment 

for fire department.

Story on page A8

Heritage uses 

big defensive effort 

to knock off LFO for 

first win of 2017.

Sports, page B1

Wednesday, August 23, 2017

Vol. 64, No. 34 • Three sections, 28 pages • 7513 Nashville Street, Ringgold, Ga. • 706-935-2621

To report

news or

for home

delivery,

call

935-2621

75 cents

Email: catoosacountynews@npco.com Website: catoosawalkernews.com

INDEX
Calendar A11

Church A10-11

Classified C3

Crossword C2

Editorial A4

Kids page C1

Legals C5

Obituaries A2

Sheriff’s report A6

Sports B1

A page just for kids. 

See page C1.

Food City employ-

ees save the life of 

the store manager. 

Story on page A7.

For the
latest 
on local 
news, 
visit our 
website at
catoosawalkernews.com.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Fort Oglethorpe voted to decrease its property 
taxes via a millage rate rollback during its most recent city 
council meeting on Monday night, Aug. 14.

Like Catoosa County and the city of Ringgold, Fort 
Oglethorpe will roll back its millage (property tax0 rate slightly, 
while neighboring Walker County’s property taxes are going up.

“The city staff recommends going with the proposed rollback 
rate for 2017,” said City Manager Jennifer Payne-Simpkins. “The 
2016 millage rate was 6.753 and the 2017 rollback rate is 6.632.”

Georgia law requires that a rollback millage rate be 
computed by municipalities each year that would produce the 
same total revenue on the current year’s digest that previous 
year’s millage rate would have produced had their been no 
reassessment.

Payne-Simpkins says the Catoosa County 2017 net digest 
valuation for Fort Oglethorpe increased by over $13 million, a 
5.24-percent increase above the 2016 net digest valuation. Of the 
increased value, 3.45 percent is attributable to new growth and 
1.79 percent is due to reassessments of existing property in the 
city.

“The city of Fort Oglethorpe is blessed to have outstanding 
leadership,” Payne-Simpkins said. “The mayor and city 
council are able to meet and exceed the demands of our 
growing community while keeping operating costs low. They 
do a great job.”

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Ringgold has opted to decrease its property tax 
rate for the first time in four years.

 After three consecutive years worth of increases, the 
council unanimously approved the proposed rollback of its 
millage (property tax) rate.

“We saw a slight lower amount of gross digest inside the city 
limits,” City Manager Dan Wright said. “Last year our millage 
rate was 3.15, and the rollback would be to 3.11 mills. We’d be 
collecting $601,000, where if you left it the same at the 3.15, 
it would collect $608,000. So, the difference is about $8,000 
of less taxes than we collected in 2016, which is a 1.3 percent 
reduction.”

Although slight, the rollback is better than the over 16 
percent increase the city has experienced from 2014-2016.

“The question before you tonight is do we keep it the same, 
which would actually increase our collection by .03 of one-
percent,” Wright said. “By doing that you’d have to go through 
three public hearings that we’d have to advertise and hold, 
or do you go by the rollback amount, which would lower the 
collection overall by $7,897, or by 1.3 percent.”

Cities like Ringgold and Fort Oglethorpe assess property 
taxes based on county-assessed values and rates established by 
the municipal governing authority.

Fort Oglethorpe City Manager Jennifer Payne-Simpkins looks on 

during a discussion regarding the city’s property tax rate Monday 

night, Aug. 14. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Ringgold City Manager Dan Wright discusses the millage rate 

with the mayor and council Monday night, Aug. 14. (Catoosa 

News photo/Adam Cook)

Ringgold Youth Sports Association President Earl 

Epps discusses his disappointment with the ongoing 

saga that, he maintains, has unfairly resulted in 

dozens of youth basketball players being kept out of 

action. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Good news for property owners

Fort Oglethorpe approves 

rollback of property tax rate
Ringgold reduces property tax 

rate for first time in four years
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County rewriting gym policies following 

investigation of youth sports director

Several youth basketball parents and players 

attended the meeting to support Earl Epps. (Catoosa 

News photo/Adam Cook)Catoosa County 

Attorney Chad Young 

summarizes the details 

of a GBI investigation 

into Epps’ activity 

as RYSA president. 

(Catoosa News photo/

Adam Cook)
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