
Aragon 
officials hold 
work retreat
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Conversations over 
what the city should do on 
everything from SPLOST 
spending to a direction 
to take in future devel-
opments were on the ta-
ble for discussion during 
a long retreat over the 
weekend at city hall.

C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s 
joined Mayor Garry 
Baldwin and City Clerk 
Christie Langston for 
the hours long session in 
called work session for 
the board, where no de-
cisions were made but 
ideas were put forth to 
consider.

Baldwin sought from 
the council guidance on 
what they thought was 
important to do going 
forward, but also to give 
them a clear idea of what 
money was available, and 
what might not be based 
on Special Purpose, Lo-
cal Options Sales Tax col-
lections.

One area where he was 
happy to report some 
progress and provided 
a promise of a due date 
back to the council were 

regarding past due audits.
Audits for previous 

years were caught up 
from 2009 to 2014 in late 
2016 after new council 
members were elected to 
serve, but the final two 
missing years for 2015 
and 2016 were still to be 
completed.

Baldwin said that those 
final two missing years 
will have audits complet-
ed “by September.”

Once those are done, 
the city can then be-
come eligible to apply 
for state money provided 
via grants and other op-
portunities, such as pav-
ing funds provided by the 
Local Maintenance and 
Improvement Grant or 
LMIG program.

He added that “we’ve 

got someone who is expe-
rienced in writing grants 
and has expressed an 
interest in helping out 
with that part time” and 
that anyone who would 
be willing to help out the 
city provided a value not 
expressed in money, but 
instead interest in see-
ing Aragon move forward.

Recreation and parks 
were a big focus of coun-
cil members and Baldwin 
during Saturday’s retreat, 
as ideas for what to do 
about the old mill site to 
reworking Aragon’s stage 
to have a better space to 
hold concerts or show 
movies during communi-
ty nights are also among 
the areas of interest.
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Mark your calendars 
now for the upcoming 
Cedar Valley Arts Festi-
val organized by the Ce-
dartown Junior Service 
League in Peek Park on 
Saturday, April 28 and 
Sunday, April 29. The fes-
tival opens with an 8 a.m. 
5K Run and Road Race, 
and then continues from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
and Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. with the 2 p.m. dog 
show. Visit cedarvalley-
artsfestival.com for more 
information on how to be-
come a vendor, participate 
in the 5K or Dog Show, or 
come out and join the fun.

James Gregory is return-
ing to the Cedartown Per-
forming Arts Center with 
his comedy show on Satur-
day, April 28 for an evening 
of laughs and entertain-
ment. Tickets start at $15. 
Visit Cedartownshows.com 
for more information, or 
call the box office at 770-748-
4168 to purchase them now.

The Rockmart High 
School FBLA is hosting the 
2nd Annual 5K Color Fun 
Run and Walk on May 19. 
Registration deadline is 
May 5. Proceeds to benefit 
the March of Dimes. Sign 
up at https://runsignup.
com/Race/GA/Rockmart/
RunattheRockColor5k 
or Email Janet Dover at 
jdover@polk.k12.ga.us for 
more information.

Please see CALENDAR A12

From staff reports

Polk County’s residents might 
need to work on their weight, 
diet and much more based on 
the latest national report that 
puts the local area well down on 
the list of areas that are healthy.

The 2018 County Health Rank-
ings & Roadmaps lists Polk Coun-
ty as 98th out of the 159 counties 

in terms of overall health out-
comes, and 84th for the health 
factors that affect local residents.

Floyd County by comparison is 
at 46th overall, Bartow County 
comes in at 42nd, while neighbor-
ing Gordon is at 57, Chattooga. 
Haralson County ranked 85th.

In general, rankings are higher 
in the metro Atlanta region and 
lower in the rural middle and 
south Georgia counties.

The annual report, a collabora-
tion between the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and the 
University of Wisconsin Popu-
lation Health Institute, looks at 

more than 30 factors such as edu-
cation, jobs, and access to qual-
ity health care.

The goal, researchers said, is 
to show how health is influenced 
by where we live, learn, work, 
and play — and to provide start-
ing points for change.

“We can’t be a healthy, thriving 
nation if we continue to leave 
entire communities and popu-
lations behind,” said Dr. Rich-
ard Besser, RWJF president and 
CEO, in a statement coinciding 
with the report’s release.

Polk County has a lot of areas 
to work on. For instance, the rate 

of preventable hospital stays per 
1,000 Medicare enrollees is at 58, 
compared to the national rank of 
35, and a statewide number of 50.

Adult obesity is on the rise in 
the county as well, and probably 
one of the biggest health factors 
facing local residents. Over a 10-
year average between 2004 and 
2014, Polk County’s obesity rate 
fluctuated but rose from 23 per-
cent at the start of the period, to 
35 percent by the end of the pe-
riod. Current numbers weren’t 
part of the report.

Polk needs a checkup
 z The county ranks 98th in 

the state for healthy living 
and rates of the uninsured.

Please see HEALTH A15

Conjunction Junction, what’s your function?

ABOVE: Performers in the live 

“Schoolhouse Rock Jr.” stage show 

reenact “Conjunction Junction”, the most 

famous segment of the old cartoon series.

RIGHT: Knowledge is power was the 

slogan of the musically-themed 

educational cartoons of old that are 

brought to life by McCall Pirkle, Aspen 

Ruff, Julieann Andrews, Drake 

Benefield and Christian Williams in a 

show over the weekend at the 

Cedartown Performing Arts Center. 

More photos on A10
Contributed by Gail Conner
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Aragon City Council members discuss 

topics during the retreat work session called 

by Mayor Garry Baldwin.

School board 
completes work
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Over the weekend, The 
Polk County Board of Ed-
ucation gathered for an 
early morning session to 
take care of a few business 
items not ready for the 
regular meeting officials 
wanted to get completed 
before Spring Break.

Among those were two 
security-related items 
that board members 
unanimously approved 
in order to ensure that 
teachers and adminis-
trators have a bit more 
control over keeping chil-
dren safe and in place.

For starters, new locks 
will be going on the doors 
of every classroom that 
will allow teachers to lock 
their classrooms from the 
inside as well as out.

New locks will be in-
stalled as soon as orders 
from two different vendors 
already used by the Polk 
School District — Lovvorn 
Door and Windows and On 
the Spot Locksmith — to 
provide the new locks with-
in each school. The actual 
work will be completed by 
maintenance workers.

Facilities and Mainte-
nance Director Jeff Lit-
tle said that they’ll be 
spreading out the order 
for the new locks between 
the two businesses in or-
der to get the work com-
pleted in a timely manner. 
He explained that if the 
district didn’t move fast 
to order the new locks, 
they might not be able to 
purchase them for some 
months and leave a secu-
rity measure unfixed.

“The supplier indicated 
that he had $10 million in 
quotes out and that is just a 
drop in the bucket there,” 
he said. “If we disperse the 
order a bit we can get these 
back pretty quick.”

Superintendent Laurie 
Atkins said that “all the 
vendors are facing this be-
cause all the other school 
districts are wanting to do 
the same thing.”

Hundreds of locks - at 
an average of around $147 
each — will be replaced 
around the schools with 
final prices to be deter-
mined based on how many 
each business can provide 
with a fast turnaround.

Please see RETREAT A11 Please see WORK A6

Commission 
stays busy at 
April meeting
From staff reports

Thought the Polk County 
Commission was keeping 
busy before? Compared to 
some of their previous ses-
sions held over two days, 
the board has even more 
on their plate as the year 
moves into full-on spring 
and work can get underway 
on a number of projects.

Among those is one that 
has been put off for sev-
eral years, but won’t cost 
as much as was originally 
projected. Commissioners 
approved a bid from Chat-
tanooga-based Big Woody’s 
Tree Service, which put in 
prices for both leaving the 
material on the ground for 
the county to dispose of, or 
additional costs of having 
the company remove the 
leftover wood chips.

The board unanimous-
ly voted instead of having 
Public Works officials take 
up the task and spend ex-
tra man hours on the job, 
they’d pay to have it ground 
and removed and accept-
ed the low bid of $39,000 to 
complete the work.

Commissioners did seek 
to know if the job could be 
put off a bit longer, wor-
ried that as revenue is 
still a source of great con-
cern that even coming in 
much lower than what was 
thought to be the likely 
cost came in much lower.

Please see BUSY A9


