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Area Calendar 

of Events

Plan to get in costumes 
and come out and enjoy 
an evening of fun during 
the Hocus Pocus Family 
Night as part of the an-
nual Halloween Hoopla 
events organized by the 
Polk County Chamber of 
Commerce. The event is 
being held on Oct. 24 
from 6 to 8 p.m. and 
the community is in-
vited to participate at 
the Rockmart campus 
of Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College for a 
special showing of Ho-
cus Pocus. All ages are 
invited to participate.

A “Movie in the Park” 
hosted by Cedartown 
First United Methodist 
and Smith & Miller Fu-
neral Home is coming 
soon. The family-friendly 
new live-action “Aladdin” 
will be shown on Satur-
day, Nov. 9 at 6 p.m. in 
Peek’s Park. Popcorn 
and drinks provided. 
Organizers encourage 
families to bring chairs 
and blankets.

Anna Kresge Memo-
rial United Methodist 
Church in Cedartown is 
hosting their Homecom-
ing Service on Sunday, 
October 27 with worship 
to begin at 10:55 a.m. 
The church is celebrating 
15 years in their sanc-
tuary at 15 Booger Hol-
low Road. The public 
is invited to come out, 
and then return later 
in the evening from 5 
to 7 p.m. for a Trunk 
or Treat event.

Staff  reports

Get out the plastic pumpkins, 
find a fun outfit and head out 
to events across Polk County 
as Halloween is right around 
the corner.

Already there’s been Slime 
Time, Spooky Spokes and fall 
festivals aplenty across the area, 
but now the real fun begins as 
the time to trick (or trunk) or 
treating events and more are 
on the calendar in the days to 
come.

It starts this Thursday with a 
free movie event at the Georgia 
Northwestern Technical College 
campus in Rockmart, where fun 
can be had for all ages at Hocus 
Pocus Family Night.

The event kicks off at 6 p.m. 
and will include a special screen-
ing of “Hocus Pocus,” plus trick-
or-treat bags, popcorn, a color-

ing station and a chance to win 
a “Hocus Pocus”-themed door 
hanger during the event. All 
ages are invited to participate.

More is coming up this weekend 
across Polk County as well for the 
kids to take part in ahead of the real 
fun on Halloween night.

Starting with a Saturday event, 
A trunk or treat is being held 
this weekend on Saturday, Oct. 
26 at Mosaic Place in Cedar-
town on West Avenue from 2 to 
5 p.m. Those who want to par-
ticipate can find out more on 
Mosaic Place’s Facebook page.

Alongside hosting their Home-
coming service on Sunday morn-
ing, Anna Kresge Memorial 
United Methodist Church in 
Cedartown is holding an eve-
ning Trunk or Treat event from 

5 to 7 p.m. for those who want 
to come out and participate. 
This year also marks their 15th 
in their home on Booger Hol-
low Road.

Cedartown First United Meth-
odist is also hosting a Trunk or 
Treat event, but have a Fall Fes-
tival going on as well on Oct. 27 
starting at 6 p.m. Find Candy, 
hot dogs, games and more at 
the upcoming free family event.

Second Baptist Church in 
Cedartown’s Fall Festival and 
Chili Cook-Off is also coming 
up on Sunday, Oct. 27 at 6 p.m. 
They’ll have a Trunk or Treat 
going on too, as well as a silent 
auction to raise funds for Op-
eration Christmas Child. They 
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Construction contin-
ues off of Main Street, 
transforming old office 
space into a new addition 
to Cedartown’s pair of 
museums in the down-
town area.

The Morris family is 
bringing their resourc-
es and success with the 
Cedartown Museum of 
Coca-Cola Memorabilia 
around the corner and 
plan to open a new space 

Staff reports

The Polk County Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual review of what local 
governments, lawmakers and organi-
zations have accomplished is coming 
up next week with tickets going fast 
for the evening event.

Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director Blair Elrod said the event 
will offer insight into what’s hap-
pening in local government in Ced-
artown, Rockmart and Polk County, 
the Polk School District and College 
and Career Academy, as well as give 
opportunity for lawmakers like State 
Rep. Trey Kelley and State Sen. Bill 
Heath to talk about accomplishments 
on the state level as well.

It also acts as a chance to review the 
successes of the Chamber, the Devel-
opment Authority of Polk County and 
others who seek to help Polk County 
grow and prosper every year. This is 
the sixth year the Chamber has hosted 
the event to bring Polk County lead-
ership, business and more together.

The Chamber will also be honor-
ing several of their board members 
who served over the past years now 
coming off the board at the conclu-
sion of 2019.

The State of the Community event 
also gives a chance to review upcom-
ing initiatives being launched by mu-
nicipalities and organizations as well.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The City of Cedartown will get to 
save some cash by the time that all 
of the bonds sold in recent years are 
completely paid off.

A timely lock-in on Oct. 7 before rates 
began to climb again allowed the City of 
Cedartown to get a decrease from above 
2.7% interest down more than a per-
centage point with a new deal in place 
through Stifel, Nicolaus & Company.

Andrew Tritt, who came to repre-
sent the firm, explained the City of 
Cedartown was able to get one great 
deal in the process.

“It was at really a low point for all 
of 2019,” Tritt said. “We’re in a vola-
tile market with everything that has 
been impacting rates... The good news 
is that you were originally at a rate 
of 2.77%, and we were able to bring 
that to a lower, tax exempt rate of 
1.67%. That creates a net savings of 
$400,000.”

On average, Tritt said that was around 
$30,000 a year in savings in the pay-
ments made back to bond holders, 
which will increase annually from 
$354,772 with the bond refinancing 
completed in 2020, to $671,022 when 
the last payment is made in 2033.

Commissioners approved the new 
bond refinancing plan unanimously 
during their October 14 regular meeting 
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Those who want to head to the 
polls and avoid lines in November 
have this week and next left to get 
to the Board of Elections office on 
weekdays.

Otherwise, the ballot is set and 
Election Day on November 5 is com-
ing up fast for votes in the cities of 
Aragon, Cedartown and Rockmart.

Three contested races — one in 
each city — will determine a may-

or’s race in Rockmart, a special 
election for a Cedartown Commis-
sion seat and two seats on Aragon’s 
city council.

The Board of Elections will ac-
cept registered voters during their 
offices hours on Monday through 
Friday to vote early at their office 
at 144 West Ave., Cedartown to 
allow city residents to cast ballots 
for the Aragon, Rockmart or Ced-
artown races.

Voter registration wrapped up 
on Oct. 7. Those who want to know 

their status can visit sos.ga.gov/
myvoter page to find out more, or 
contact the Board of Elections at 
770-749-2103 to receive help. Ab-
sentee ballots can also be obtained 
by contacting the Board of Elections 
at their phone number.

The final week of early voting will 
also see a location open for Rock-
mart voters at the Nathan Dean 
Community Center, located at 604 
Goodyear St., Rockmart from Mon-
day, October 28 through Friday, 
November 1, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Of additional note, there’s no 
Saturday voting in Polk County for 
city elections in 2019. The Satur-
day vote will return in 2020 with 
presidential elections upcoming.

On the ballot in 2019 is a four-
man Aragon City Council race for 
2019. That includes Council Mem-
ber and local business owner Judd 
Fee seeking a new term in office this 
year, longtime Aragon resident and 
former council member from years 

Early voting continues for city elections

Bond refinancing 
to save City of 
Cedartown $400K 
on interest costs

Chamber’s State of 
Community 2019 is 
coming next week

Tickets on sale for event; 
local leadership to talk 
accomplishments, more

Halloween 
events coming 
to Polk County 
in days ahead

Kevin Myrick

Halloween decorations on College Street in Cedartown remained spooky despite weekend rain and are just 
an example of many who are ready for the holiday next week.

Ghostly cowboys gather around a campfire out on Morgan Valley Road 
in Rockmart. It’s one of several Halloween displays in Polk County.

It’s time for some

SPOOKY FUN!

New museum to honor Doug Sanders
Morris family adding second museum around the corner 
featuring collection of Cedartown native and famed golfer

Kevin Myrick

Construction work continues in downtown Cedartown on a new museum contain-
ing the collection of Doug Sanders. See CALENDAR, A10

See VOTING, A6

See HALLOWEEN, A5

See BOND, A6

See STATE, A6 See SANDERS, A6


