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Young 
Artists

Ashworth student wins 
honorable mention in state 
design contest

News/A2

New Calhoun footbal l 
coach Clay Stephenson 
talks leading Yellow Jackets 
into new era.

Sports/C1

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Gordon County Director of Finance Mendy 
Goble led the Board of Education in their 
annual budget work session on Thursday, 
discussing district staff and fac-
ulty salaries, raises and poten-
tial projects for the next aca-
demic year.

According to Goble, the main 
updates for next year’s budget 
include raises for both certified 
and classified employees. Fol-
lowing teachers’ raises approved 
by Gov. Brian Kemp and dis-
trict-appointed raises, each cer-
tified teacher and administrator 
in Gordon County Schools will 
be receiving a raise of $3,210 
this year.

Classified staff – including bus 
drivers, secretaries, custodians, 
paraprofessionals, cafeteria staff 
and uncertified instructors – 
will receive a 3 percent raise.

During the work session, Goble 
said the proposed budget includes 
one gifted teacher stationed at 
each elementary school, as currently gifted 
teachers alternate between schools. The state 
also required the district to increase their 
input into the Teachers Retirement System 
from 20.9 percent of each employee’s salary 
to 21.14 percent.

As far as potential projects, Goble said there 
have been a few requests to increase secu-
rity at school entrances, new furniture items 
and basic maintenance objects. Security at 
the schools will be aided by the $30,000 that 
Kemp allocated to each public school, which 
will total to $330,000 for Gordon County 
Schools.

While Goble said enrollment in the district’ 
eleven schools has been down, she doesn’t 
foresee any staffing cuts being necessary.

No official decisions were made at the work 
session, as the tentative 2019-2020 budget 
will be up for approval at the board meet-
ing on May 13, and the official budget will be 
up for adoption at the June 10 board meet-
ing, according to Goble. The director said 
the budget is still adaptable by the board, 
should they need to alter anything prior to 
approving the tentative plan.

In addition, Board Chairman Charlie Wal-
raven announced on Thursday the board has 

Gordon BOE 
discusses next 
year’s budget

 ♦ GCS board members review 
proposed budget and future projects 
during called work session.

Mendy 
Goble

Charlie 
Walraven

By Liz Crumbly
Community Correspondent

Hardly a Sunday goes 
by that Juanita Green, 90, 
doesn’t slide her ruby red 
Cadillac into its accustomed 
space at Everett Springs Bap-
tist Church. She was born 
in the community that still 
thrives in the shadow of 
John’s Mountain, and she’s 
spent her entire life there rais-
ing her children, farming and 
interacting with her neighbors 
at the church social events 
that still happen regularly.

Late last year, the entire 

church gathered in the fel-
lowship hall after a Sunday 
service to celebrate Green’s 
arrival as a nonagenarian. 
Family and friends man-
aged to keep the celebra-
tion a surprise, and Green 
only realized what was hap-
pening when worship leader 
Stan Pethel recognized her 
in front of the church at the 
end of the service.

It was a meaningful day 
for Green, who remembers 

when Everett Springs Road 
was a dirt track.

Early years

Green grew up in a house 
that stood across the street 
from the church. She attended 
the now-defunct Everett 
Springs School during her 
elementary years and grad-
uated from Armuchee High 
School.

Juanita Green – Lifelong resident of Everett Springs
 ♦ Juanita Green has 

observed Everett 
Springs in its many eras

Juanita Green with her red 
Cadillac after a recent Sun-
day service at Everett Springs 
Baptist Church, an institution 
she’s belonged to since she 
can remember.

EDITOR’S NOTE

This is the second 
story in a series about 
the history of the Everett 
Springs area in northern 
Floyd County.

Liz Crumbly

See BOE, A10

See JUANITA, A5

Staff  reports

Gordon Central High School 
Principal Doug Clark, who has been 
on administrative leave since the 
end of April, plans to resign from 
his position on June 30 and move 
into a teaching role at one of the 
system’s elementary schools next 
school year. The announcement 
of his resignation comes after he 

was placed on administrative leave 
“following allegations of unethi-
cal actions taken by Mr. Clark in 
his responsibilities as principal,” 
a news release from the school 
system stated.

“Being placed on administrative 
leave by the leadership of Gordon 
County Schools has been a very 
emotional and trying time,” said 
Clark in a letter to Gordon County 

Schools’ leadership. “After step-
ping away and some reflection, I 
can see mistakes were made, and 
I take full responsibility for 
those actions and decisions. 
… With that being said, I 
have decided to step away 
from leading GCHS effec-
tive June 30, 2019 and will 
transition into an elemen-
tary teaching position for 
the 2019-2020 school year.”

Clark will carry out his 
responsibilities as principal 
for Gordon Central High School’s 
graduation ceremony on May 23. 
The search for a new Gordon Cen-

tral principal will begin in the near 
future.

“While I know the decision to 
place Mr. Clark on adminis-
trative leave was not a pop-
ular one with many of the 
Gordon Central commu-
nity — particularly at this 
time of year, it was some-
thing that had to be done,” 
said Superintendent Susan 
Remillard in a news release 
Tuesday. “I took no plea-
sure in delivering that mes-

sage to the Gordon Central staff, 

Clark to resign as GC principal 
 ♦ His resignation comes after being placed on 

administrative leave following “allegations of unethical 
actions,” according to Gordon County Schools. 

Doug Clark

See CLARK, A10

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

While Pratham Patel was 
controlling robots used for sur-
gical procedures, Gift Nnakwu 
listened to Sharon Bass explain 
how robotic surgery works and 
how it’s an all-around better 
alternative to open surgery.

Patel’s goal was to make the 
robot move in the direction he 
wanted it to go, and he said he 
hoped the experience helps 
him decide what kind of medi-
cine he wanted to pursue after 
earning his undergraduate.

On Monday, 16 high school-
ers gathered at AdventHealth 
Gordon to participate in the 
third annual Surgical Outreach 
Day, where students interested 
in the medical field could par-
ticipate in hands-on activities 
that demonstrate what a day 
in the life of a surgeon might 
look like.

This event, led by Robotic 
Clinical Coordinator Sharon 
Bass and Director of Robotic 

Surgery Dr. Hak Lee, was cre-
ated when Lee was hired by 
the hospital in 2015. One of 
his requests coming to Adven-
tHealth Gordon to work was 
that there would be educational 
outreach events for local stu-
dents to learn more about 
medicine.

“I just wanted to make sure 
we did something for the stu-
dents in Calhoun because they 
are our future,” Lee said.

The life of a surgeon

Lee grew up moving around, 
but he calls Southern California 

his home, and as he attended a 
magnet high school in East Los 
Angeles, he had many oppor-
tunities to volunteer at hospi-
tals throughout his education. 
Having the option to research, 
work with DNA, and see what 
it was like working in medi-
cine, Lee was able to decide 
he wanted to pursue a career 
in the medical field when he 
was still in high school.

After graduating from 
medical school and complet-
ing his residence, Lee moved 
from Southern California to 

Surgeon teaches 
robotics to students

 ♦ AdventHealth’s Dr. 
Hak Lee provides an 
opportunity for local 
students to learn about 
robotic surgery.

Alexis Draut

Working at the laparoscopic surgery station, local students work with medical professionals and 
learn about open surgery and robotic surgery, using modern health care technology.

Two students work at the station emphasizing laparoscopic sur-
gery at the 2019 Surgical Outreach Day.

See SURGEON, A6


