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Heroes
Coronavirus

A salute to people 
on the front lines of 
Tillamook County’s 

battle with COVID-19

A sixth case of 
COVID-19 in Tilla-

mook County was reported on 
social media Tuesday, April 
14. The Tillamook County 
Community Health Centers 
confirmed the case, a person 
between the ages of 40-50. 
Public health department staff 
is working with the individual 
who remains under self-iso-
lation at home. A contact 
investigation is ongoing. 

During a County Leader-
ship Team Teleconference on 
Monday, April 20, Commu-
nity Health Centers Admin-
istrator Marlene Putman 
said there have been no new 

positive tests and the county is 
sitting at six positive cases. 

“The State of Oregon is-
sued a new testing report that 
is available,” Putman said. “It 
provides a summary of testing 
by week and indicates that 
positive testing results have 
remained consistent.”

Putman said the continued 
goal is to increase testing that 
is available. The big priority 
will be working with commu-
nity partners. 

Oregon state Sen. Betsy 
Johnson said rural hospitals 
continue to struggle. A couple 
of people she spoke with can-
not receive help right now be-
cause of the lack of personal 
protective equipment. 

As of April 20, the Oregon 

Health Authority (OHA) re-
ports 1,910 positive cases and 
74 deaths and 39,038 people 
tested in Oregon. There have 
been zero deaths in Tillamook 
County and 197 negative 
tests. 

According to OHA, the 
two most reported symptoms 
are cough and fever. The two 
most common risk factors are 
having underlying conditions 
and contact with a known 
COVID-19 case prior to 
symptom onset. 

This is the most up-to-date 
information on the number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
in Tillamook County as of 
press time. See our website 
at northcoastcitizen.com for 
updates. 

Confirmed COVID-19 cases in county remain at six

Important 
dates for 
the May 19 
Primary 
Election

May 19, 2020 Primary Election

• May 19, 2020 Primary Election
• April 28, Voter registration deadline (Registration 

cards postmarked April 28, 2020 are valid)
• April 29, First Day ballots will be mailed.
• May 8, Certification Test of the Ballot Counting 

Machine
• May 14 Last day to mail ballots
• May 19 Election Day
• June 8 Last day to certify election results
The Elections office in the Tillamook County 

Courthouse will be open on Election Day 7 am-8 pm.

Ballot deposit locations
Below you will find the drop site locations and the 

available days and hours, the sites will be open for 
you to drop off voted ballots. You have the choice 
of mailing your ballot or returning it to any desig-
nated drop site in the state. The voted ballot must be 
received in any county election office or designated 
drop site by 8 p.m. on election night. Postmarks do 
not count. Ballots must be received inside gold col-
ored envelopes with your signature on the outside.

Each ballot is inspected carefully and signatures are 
compared to the voter registration card on record.

SOUTH
Cloverdale Drop Box - 34370 Hwy. 101 South 

04/29/2020 to 8 a.m. (open 24 hours)
Pacific City Drop Box - Kiawanda Community 

Center, 34600 Cape Kiwanda Drive 04/29/2020 to 8 
a.m. (open 24 hours)

CENTRAL
Tillamook County Clerk’s Office 04/29/2020 to 8 

a.m. - 5 p.m., Mon. - Fri.
Tillamook County Courthouse 05/18/2020
201 Laurel Avenue 05/19/2020 Tue. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Tillamook City Drive-Up Drop Box
NW Corner of 3rd & Laurel 04/29/2020 to 8 a.m. 

(open 24 hours)
Tillamook, OR 97141 05/19/2020 until 8 p.m.
Tillamook City – Library Main Branch* 

05/15/2020 Fri. 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
1716 3rd Street 05/16/2020 Sat. 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Tillamook, OR 97141 05/18/2020 Mon. 9 a.m. - 9 

p.m. 05/19/2020 Tue. 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

NORTH
Bay City - City Hall Drop Box
5525 B Street 04/29/2020 to 8 a.m. (open 24 hours)
Bay City, OR 97107 05/19/2020 until 8 p.m.
Garibaldi - City Hall Drop Box
107 6th Street 04/29/2020 to 8 a.m. (open 24 hours)
Garibaldi, OR 97118 05/19/2020 until 8 p.m.
Rockaway Beach - City Hall Drop Box
276 Hwy. 101 South 04/29/2020 to 8 a.m. (open 24 

hours)
Rockaway Beach, OR 97136 05/19/2020 until 

8p.m.
Manzanita - City Hall Drop Box
543 Laneda Avenue 04/29/2020 to 8 a.m. (open 24 

hours)
Manzanita, OR 97130 05/19/2020 until 8 p.m

On May 8, 2020 at 10 a.m. the certification test for 
the May 19, 2020 Primary Election will be held at the 
office of the Tillamook County Clerk.

Those in attendance will be required to sign a 
certification of their witness to the testing of the ballot 
counting equipment.

Council discusses options for a 
one-day Farmers Market permit
Manzanita City Council discussed 

at their April 8 meeting a special 
event permit for Manzanita Farmers’ Mar-
ket to be open Saturday, May 9, for Moth-
er’s Day weekend. The council agreed 
to wait until next month’s city council 
meeting, May 6, to take a vote. 

City Manager Cynthia Alamillo said 
the strategy of the farmers market was 
to have different markets throughout the 
year. Given the conditions of the virus, the 

market could not be possible at the Pine 
Grove Community House, where it was 
originally going to be. Emily Vollmer, the 
director of the Manzanita Farmers’ Market 
is asking for a special event permit to hold 
this farmers market for Saturday, May 9, at 
the city park.

This is a one-day event, Alamillo said. 
The organization will try their best to en-
sure people can attend the market in a safe 
environment. 

“So far, the city has had a really good 
relationship with the farmers market,” 
Alamillo said. “Every year, we just build a 
stronger relationship.”

Alamillo said she believes the council 
should approve the permit for the market. 
Residents look forward to and expect the 
farmers market. She said it would be a 
good experience to test a farmers market 
in the 

Last year the Manzanita Farmers Market was a weekly staple in the North County Beach community. This year 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, organizers are looking for inovative ways to continue. 
Photo Trav Williams, Broken Banjo Photography

City Council extends transient 
lodging tax quarterly return deadline
Manzanita City 

Council held a 
video conference Wednes-
day, April 8. During this 
meeting, the council 
passed Resolution No. 20-
05, extending the deadline 
to file a transient lodg-
ing tax return due to the 
COVID-19 emergency. 

The resolution states that 

each person or business 
that collects payment for 
occupancy of transient 
lodging is required to 
register, collect the tax and 
file quarterly returns with 
the City of Manzanita. 
The next quarterly return 
for Jan. 1 through March 
31 was due April 30. The 
city’s hospitality indus-
try businesses are being 
financially impacted by the 
COVID-19 virus. 

The matter had come be-
fore the Tillamook County 
Board of Commissioners 
on April 3. 

“What the county 
decided to do was they 

provided a three-month 
extension to short term 
rental license holders,” 
said City Manager Cynthia 
Alamillo. 

Alamillo said the City of 
Manzanita is making sure 
they are in alignment with 
the county. Manzanita’s 
resolution mimics the reso-
lution approved by Tilla-
mook County. Manzanita 
has an active short-term 
rental business. 

“We understand their 
situation and we want to 
be comprehensive of that 
and want to make sure that 
they have the same oppor-
tunity as Tillamook County 

presented,” Alamillo said. 
The deadline to file 

a transient lodging tax 
quarterly return has been 
extended to July 31. Late 
fees and interest shall 
not accrue for this return 
between April 30 and July 
31. 

“If we didn’t do this 
together, it would be very 
complicated,” said Mayor 
Mike Scott said, referring 
to the county. “We’ve put 
these businesses in ex-
treme financial pressure 
right now and if we can 
support them by doing this, 
we got to do it.”
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Youth, Adults, Families
Your health deserves the highest quality 
uncompromised care. 
Learn about services 
and schedule a 
free initial meeting here – 
www.clarkmillertherapy.com

H48891

NOW OFFERING 
TELEHEALTH SESSIONS

         
Connect by Video 

From Your Home
Call 971-324-0061

to ask about telehealth

H48889

Extra time on your hands and wondering what to do?

Play Library Bingo!
Visit the Tillamook County Library Virtual Branch at 
www.tillabook.org, E-RESOURCES, to begin the fun!

www.tillabook.org H48936

Enjoy 
eComics on 

hoopla

Improve your 
computer 
skills on 
Learning 
Express

Listen to an 
audiobook

Learn a 
language on 

Mango

Watch 
Kanopy 

Kids

Listen to an 
audiobook 

on 
Library2Go

Look up 
family history 

on Heritage 
Quest

Watch movie 
on hoopla

Look up a 
topic in 

World Book

Visit 
tillabook.org

Read and 
download 

magazines on 
Flipster

Stream an 
album on 

hoopla

Explore 
careers on 
Learning 
Express 
Library

Download 
an eBook on 
Library2Go

Get music on 
hoopla

Visit TCL on 
https://www.

facebook.com/
Tillamook-

CountyLibrary

Look up 
your car on 

Chilton

Read the 
Oregonian 

online

Encourage 
someone 
to use the 

Virtual 
Branch

Find new 
authors on 

Novelist

Watch a 
comedy on 

Kanopy

Download 
an eBook on 

hoopla

Explore one 
of The Great 
Courses on 

Kanopy

Make a face 
mask: https://
www.cdc.gov/

coronavirus/2019-
ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/

diy-cloth-face-
coverings.html

1716 Third Street
Tillamook, OR 97141

(503) 842-4792

Proven  
Community  
Leadership 

For 
Tillamook  

County 
 

Position #1 

VoteErinSkaar.org 

Community Action Resource Enterprises (CARE)
2310 1st St. Ste. 2, Tillamook, OR 97141

Phone (503) 842-5261 
Your local home grown non-profit serving low income and homeless 
individuals, families and children in Tillamook County since 1994. 
Services available at CARE include: 
➢ Homeless Services including Coordinated Entry Access
➢ One Time rental assistance
➢ Homeless Prevention Services
➢ Case Management
➢ Energy Assistance
➢ Street Outreach Services – Hygiene and emergency supplies
➢ Prescription Assistance

Walk-In services available 9-4 Monday – Friday
2310 1st St. Ste. #2, Tillamook, OR 97141
Or call to make an appointment 
with a case manager
Services are available to qualifying households and are 
provided through Emergency Solutions Grant,
 State Homeless Assistance Program, Emergency Housing 
Assistance, Elderly Rental Assistance, 
Low Income Housing and Rental Assistance,
and Housing Stabilization Program.   H48429

The long-established Me-
morial Day used book sale in 
Manzanita, the major source 
of financial support for the 
North Tillamook Library 
Friends, has been cancelled 
by the Friends’ board. Uncer-
tainty over the ongoing im-
pact of COVID-19 prompted 
the decision. The sale was 

scheduled for May 23-24. 
The board and volunteers 

considered alternative dates 
later in the year, but com-
plications related to book 
donations and concern for 
the significant number of 
volunteers who organize and 
conduct the sale made alter-
natives not feasible.

This is an unfortunate turn 
of events, but the North Tilla-
mook Library Friends wants 
to take the opportunity to 
thank everyone who supports 
them through memberships, 
volunteering, and book sale 
purchases.  

May’s North Tillamook 
Library book sale canceled

Golf has green light at area courses
Chelsea Yarnell 

Guest Contributor

Manzanita Links is open 
for play but there are extra 
rules to help keep you save 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“It’s important that golfers 
remain at least 6’-10’ feet 
apart at all times to help 
curb the spread of illness,” 
Manzanita Links Owner Matt 
J. Brown said. “The Gover-
nor’s executive orders allow 
golf courses and some other 
businesses to remain open as 
long as social distancing mea-
sures are in place and each 
day someone is designated to 
monitor the social distancing. 
Our employees have been 
trained to make sure folks are 
following those guidelines.” 

Manzanita Links has made 
addition modifications to their 
operation. The course is walk-
ing only, players are limited 
to a group of two, flagsticks 
remain in at all times, rakes 
have been removed from sand 
bunkers, only one person is 
allowed in the golf shop at a 

time, and only staff members 
are allowed to touch items 
within the pro shop.  

“The reception has been 
really positive,” Brown said. 
“The most important thing is 
that our customers and em-
ployees are safe. Our custom-
ers have done a great job of 
embracing the new guidelines 
and understand we have to 
adapt and modify our busi-
nesses in order to keep them 
open. All possible contact 
points around the shop or on 
the course are also regularly 
sanitized to decrease risk.”

Manzanita Links has also 
created an option for con-
tactless check in; and bonus, 
there’s a discount if you 
utilize the service. 

“Contactless check in is 
something we developed 
early on to make the process 
of paying for tee times easy 
and safe,” Brown said. “Folks 
can go on our website www.
manzanitalinks.com and pay 
right from their phones and go 
directly from their cars to the 
putting green or first tee.”

Manzanita Links has hours 

are 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tuesday-
Sunday; closed Mondays. 

“On Mondays we are al-
lowing residents of Manzanita 
to walk around the perimeter 
of the golf course which has 
been very popular with locals 
as some of the nearby parks 
have been closed for activities 
such as walking and hiking,” 
Brown said.

During this time, Manza-
nita Links as created a 2020 
Limited Edition 20 Round 
Golf Pass and Limited Edition 
“Manzanita Strong Hoodie.”  
Of every pass sold, $100, 
and 100 percent of proceeds 
from the hoodie sales, will 
be donated to the Eugene 
Schmuck Foundation which 
gives to several local non
-profit organizations in the 
North Tillamook County area 
including the Neah-Kah-Nie 
School District, North County 
Food Bank, Rinehart Clinic, 
Meals for Seniors, North 
County Recreation District, 
and many others.

“We have really appreci-
ated all of the support from 
the residents of Manzanita 

and surrounding communities 
during this crisis,” Brown 
said. 

 Further south, Alderbrook 
Golf Course is following the 
same protocol. 

At Alderbrook, limiting 
group numbers and spacing 
has kept their operation in 
compliance with social dis-
tancing orders.

“We’re only allowing 
groups of two to go out right 
now,” Alderbrook Manager 
Amanda Moreland said. 

“We’re spacing them out a 
hole ahead of each other so 
the two can be 6 feet apart 
with no issues.” 

To cut down on surface 
contact, golfers are not 
allowed in the building and 
must perform all payment 
transactions through a small 
window. Out on the course, 
all rakes have been removed, 
walking and pull carts can 
only be used, and the cups 
have been turned upside 
down. Golfers are also asked 

to not touch the flagsticks. 
“People are constantly 

telling us ‘thank you for being 
open,’ Moreland said “Ev-
eryone is so happy that we’re 
still open.” 

Alderbrook has limited 
their hours from 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. seven days a week. Twi-
light rates begin at 3 pm. 

And remember if you go 
golfing, cheer on your playing 
partners by giving the Arnold 
Palmer thumbs up instead of 
high fives and handshakes!

Local courses remain open with social distancing measures

A golfer takes a break on the ninth hole at Manzanita Links in this Citizen file 
photo. 
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to not touch the flagsticks. 
“People are constantly 

telling us ‘thank you for being 
open,’ Moreland said “Ev-
eryone is so happy that we’re 
still open.” 

Alderbrook has limited 
their hours from 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. seven days a week. Twi-
light rates begin at 3 pm. 

And remember if you go 
golfing, cheer on your playing 
partners by giving the Arnold 
Palmer thumbs up instead of 
high fives and handshakes!

COVID-19 environment. 
 “Manzanita Farmers Mar-

ket has been very involved 
in following mandates, best 
practices, statewide, nation-
ally, whatever we can do to 
keep up with requirements, 
but also best practices going 
beyond the requirements,” 
Vollmer said. “The special 
event permit is about a farm-
ers market that won’t look 
like the farmers market that 
we know.” 

Oregon Farmers Market 
Association have been keep-
ing up with best practices and 
mandates as well, Vollmer 
said. This Mother’s Day event 
weekend was to increase the 
availability of fresh food to 
residents of Manzanita. The 
top priority is to do this in the 
safest way possible. 

If they cannot keep people 
safe, the event would be 
cancelled. One of the most 
constrained type of event 

would be online ordering and 
drive thru pickup only. The 
market is setting up an online 
preordering platform. Across 
Oregon, a lot of farmers 
markets will use the same 
platform. 

“There are various levels 
of how much precaution we 
can take,” Vollmer said. 

Councilor Hans Tonjes 
said he is excited about some-
thing that feels like normal 
life but we do not know what 
May will look like in terms of 
COVID-19. 

Vollmer said the market’s 
perspective is being cautious 
to announce the market. If 
it does not seem like a good 
idea, the market would be 
cancelled, or it could be 
online ordering and drive thru 
pickup only. 

Mayor Mike Scott said he 
hopes to see relief at the end 
of April, but it could be pos-
sible that the city will still be 
in a state of emergency during 
this farmers market. 

The larger markets are 
operating, such as in Portland. 
Vollmer said these markets 
are making improvements 

and a farmers market is a 
wonderful first step to getting 
back to normalcy. 

Councilor Steve Nuttall 
said to have vendors selling 
nonfood items would be 
unfair to the retails closed. 
Vollmer said they probably do 
not have space for anything 
nonfood. She is more inclined 
to restrict the market to just 
food and farm, also including 
flowers. 

Councilor Thomas As-
chenbrener said Manzanita is 
fortunate to have a supply of 
fresh food as food security is 
a significant issue. He liked 
the idea of online ordering. 
He asked if there is a relation-
ship with the Oregon Food 
Bank to issue vouchers for 
the farmers market. 

Vollmer said the market is 
authorized to accept SNAP 
food EBT cards and operates 
a SNAP match program, 
which has tokens called dou-
ble up food bucks. 

“I’d be very open to 
working with the food bank,” 
Vollmer said. 

Nuttall said they have a 
council meeting scheduled for 

May 6 and can respond then 
to any issues going forward. 
He thinks they should remain 
in close contact with the 
market and give the earliest 
notification if the market will 
not be able to be held. 

Assistant City Manager 
Kristin Grasseth read a com-
ment from citizen that read, 
“This virus originated in and 
was spread from open public 
market. It is irresponsible 
to conduct a market at the 
same time the city is trying 
to disway visitors and keep 
people’s distance.”

Another citizen asked 
Volmer to explain how the 
market would line people up. 
Vollmer said there would be a 
sign in block for half an hour. 
There would be staff and vol-
unteers there to manage this. 

A citizen asked if it is a 
given that the market would 
be online only. Vollmer said 
they are leaning towards hav-
ing purchases available onsite 
but are discouraging it. They 
are happy to work with online 
ordering only.  

Karen Matthews, commu-
nity garden manager at Alder 

Creek Farm, said it is impor-
tant that people are provided 
the opportunity to grow their 
own food. 

“I want to make sure 
there is an understanding 
that edible plants would be 
included,” Matthews said.  

Vollmer said she supports 
having edible plants avail-
able. 

A concern of the council 
was having the market where 
the restrooms are currently 
closed. Nuttall said it seems 
like there would be a require-
ment for access to public 
restrooms. Alamillo said there 
was a reason why the city 
decided to close public rest-
rooms and those restrooms 
will not be able to be opened 
for this event.

Nuttall asked why the May 
date, versus a June date. 

“This is something we’ve 
been planning since October, 
almost a little before that,” 
Vollmer said. “The Manzanita 
Farmers Market is participat-
ing in a grant, along with 500 
farmers markets in Oregon, 
and that grant is focused 
on supporting beginning 

vendors.” 
Vollmer said the market 

spent last summer gather-
ing data and saw customer 
interest in additional sales 
events and felt the best angle 
of this was to align it to some 
sort of holiday. They planned 
out four additional events. 
Mother’s Day made sense for 
flowers. 

 “Our farmers have greens 
and turnips and our meat 
vendors have their frozen 
products,” Vollmer said. “We 
have eggs and cheese.” 

There are vegetables and 
meat protein sources avail-
able, Vollmer said. 

“Its really, really important 
to realize this is not an event,” 
Vollmer said. “There won’t 
be chairs for people to sit in; 
there won’t be music.”

The market would be a 
place to receive food from 
local farms. Manzanita Farm-
ers Market is happy to work 
with the city to establish best 
practice. 

Nuttall asked if they could 
approve the permit at the May 
6 meeting. The council agreed 
to wait until May 6 to vote. 

Eugene Schmuck Foundation looking to reschedule Manzanita Open 
The Eugene Schmuck 

Foundation (ESF) has can-
celled the annual ‘Manzanita 
Open Golf Tournament’ 
scheduled for May due to 
COVID-19. We are hoping 
to reschedule the tournament 
in late August. That decision 
will be made on or about 
June 1st .

In the meantime, Matt 
Brown, owner of Manzanita 
Links golf course is making 
an incredibly generous offer 
to the Eugene Schmuck 
Foundation. From April 

15th to June 15th a Limited 
Edition 20 round Manzanita 
Strong Golf Pass is being 
offered for the public to 
purchase. The card sells 
for $199 and is good for 
20 9-Hole rounds of golf. 
Manzanita Links will then 
donate $100 per card to the 
Eugene Schmuck Foun-
dation. Manzanita Links 
has also partnered with 
TeeSpring.com to offer a 
limited edition Manzanita 
Strong hoodie sweatshirt. 
This stylish and comfy 

hoodie features our favorite 
rascally seagull King Seve 
and is available in all sizes. 
100% of proceeds will 
be donated to the Eugene 
Schmuck Foundation! The 
card and hoodie can be 
purchased at the golf course, 
on the golf course website, 
www.manzanitalinks.com or 
the ESF website .  For more 
information, call Manzanita 
Links at 503-368-5744. 

These generous of-
fers will help the Eugene 
Schmuck Foundation fulfill 

several of the grant requests 
we are receiving. The Eu-
gene Schmuck Foundation 
donates to several non-profit 
organizations in the North 
Tillamook County area 
including the Neah-Kah-
Nie School District, North 
County Food Bank, Rinehart 
Clinic, Meals for Seniors, 
NCRD, and many others. 

The Eugene Schmuck 
Foundation also depends 
heavily on our sponsors for 
funding. We hope that spon-
sors that have so generously 

donated in the past will do 
so again this year. Of all the 
years when we could use 
your help, 2020 is that year. 
We will be updating our 
sponsor board at the golf 
course in the near future.

A note for Neah-Kah-
Nie hi-school seniors, 
applications for the 4 year 
scholarships are due by May 
15 and the alumni schol-
arship on July 1. Please 
get in touch with the high 
school or the ESF website if 
interested.

We encourage all of you 
to visit the ESF website, 
www.eugeneschmuckfoun-
dation.org for information 
about the foundation, how 
to get on our mailing list, 
how to become a sponsor, 
how to request grant money, 
how to apply for scholar-
ships, and so much more.  
Contact us at our email 
address, esffoundation@
yahoo.com.  If there are any 
questions, call Bob Joseph 
at 503-368-3187. Be sure to 
like us on Facebook.

Even as the Pacific Northwest heads 
into warmer weather, it can still take many 
months for the rivers, lakes, and waterways 
to catch up. The water may be significantly 
colder than the outside ambient tempera-
ture. 

 Always wear a life jacket while out on 

the water. There is no time to don a life 
jacket when an accident or emergency oc-
curs. The best vest is the one you wear.

“While hypothermia is a real concern, the 
true cause of most drownings this time of 
year is the rapid loss of one’s ability to swim 
or tread water due to cold water immersion,” 

said Capt. Nathan Coulter, chief of incident 
management for the 13th Coast Guard Dis-
trict. “Water temperatures in lakes and rivers 
are still near 50 degrees.  If you enter water 
at those temperatures without a wet-suit or 
personal flotation device you may have less 
than 10 minutes to survive.  Stay safe by 

dressing for the water temperature, not the 
air temperature.”

According to Frank Golden and Michael 
Tipton, internationally recognized experts in 
cold-water survival, water below 60-degrees 

The Coast Guard reminds recreational boaters to be 
aware of the risks involving cold water drownings

David Yamamoto 
                      Tillamook County Commissioner  

A True Friend to Tillamook County Citizens  
“Real Problems - Real Solutions”  

*Covid 19 Response    *Public Safety    *Ocean Windmills    *Linn County Lawsuit     

*Carbon Cap & Trade       *Economic Development      *Emergency Preparedness    

*Tourism, Transient Lodging Tax               *High Speed Fiber Internet to the Home       
   Visit David Yamamoto’s webpage and Facebook to find his responses to these problems 

           www.dave4bocc.com            Commissioner David Yamamoto 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect David Yamamoto 

“Long before David was a Commissioner, we admired his 
efforts to balance the environment, community, tourism 
and business.  We know, first hand, he is very committed to 
the environment, healthy watersheds and clean water.  We 
have worked alongside David on  important issues in     
Tillamook County and support his leadership. 

Phil and Julie Chick, Nehalem 

“Commissioner Yamamoto has demonstrated his            
commitment to this County and those of us that live here.  I      
support him in his candidacy to continue his important 
work as a Tillamook County Commissioner. “ 

Susan Amort, Neskowin; President Pacific City Nestucca 
Valley Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

“David Yamamoto is my choice for County Commissioner. His 
sound business experience and his knowledge of the Tilla-
mook County environment has served our citizens well.” 

Leila Salmon, Manzanita 

“David is an extremely hard worker and supports a balanced 
approach in managing our natural resources.  He sees both 
the details and the big picture.  He has made an excellent 
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County pays $300,000 for cyberattack ransom
Cody Mann

headlightnews@countrymedia.net

Tillamook County officials 
revealed that a $300,000 

ransom was paid to regain data ac-
cess after a cyberattack. The ransom 
amount was disclosed during the 
Tillamook County Board of Com-
missioners meeting Wednesday, 
March 11.

Commissioner Bill Baertlein, 
reading from a prepared statement, 
said it could have taken 12-24 

months and cost $1 million to un-
lock the county’s computer system if 
a ransom went unpaid.

“The county’s rapid and aggres-
sive response to the incident miti-
gated the compromise and contained 
the encryption to 17 of 55 servers 
and five of 280 county worksta-
tions,” Baertlein said.

The attack was reportedly car-
ried out by an international cyber-
criminal organization known to law 
enforcement both nationally and 
internationally. The prepared county 

statement said the computer system 
was disabled for around two weeks, 

adding that new security measures 
were being implemented.

“The county made every effort 
to avoid the payment of a ransom to 
the cyber attacker, including recov-
ery through two independent backup 
solutions and hundreds of hours 
of retained and county resources; 
however, data critical to county 
operations could not be restored 
without paying the cyberattacker for 
decryption keys,” Baertlein said.

“While the county maintained re-
dundant backup solutions that would 

have protected our data in the event 
of a natural disaster, the cyberat-
tack resulted in encrypted backups,” 
Baertlein said.

Commissioner Mary Faith Bell 
emphasized that the government 
was the victim of a crime, noting 
a new frontier of security hazards 
in the digital age. Commissioner 
David Yamamoto said while other 
municipalities have not disclosed 
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Tillamook County officials 
declare state of emergency

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

County officials held an emer-
gency meeting Saturday, 

March 14, to declare a local state of 
emergency due to the coronavirus 
outbreak. Most county offices will 
close to the public, operating by 
phone and email instead.

Tillamook County Commission-
er Bill Baertlein said the declaration 
was necessary due to the rapidly 
developing situation around COV-
ID-19. Commissioners Mary Faith 
Bell and David Yamamoto agreed 
with the necessity. No COVID-19 
cases have been confirmed in the 
county at this time.

“Are we going to be infected,” 
Yamamoto said. “I can tell you 
pretty much yes, we will.”

Votes for a resolution declaring 
the emergency and enacting a con-
tingency plan passed unanimously. 

The state of emergency will last 
until April 1, when it will be re-
evaluated.

“This is a very fluid situation 
and things are changing rapidly,” 
Yamamoto said.

Concerned about the impact of 
a possible COVID-19 spread in 
the area, Bell said with only a few 
intensive care beds, Tillamook 
County lacks the capacity to handle 
a serious outbreak.

Access to the Tillamook County 
Courthouse will be screened. 
County department offices at the 
courthouse will serve the public 
by appointment. The Community 
Development office will close to 
the public but will serve people by 
phone and email. County Public 
Works will be closed to the public, 
though the solid waste transfer sta-
tions remain open.

The north courthouse entrance 
will be closed. Those who need 

to access the building should use 
the south entrance. Access to the 
Justice Court, District Attorney’s 
office, Juvenile Department and 
Circuit Court will be available. 
Handicapped access to the court-
house also remains available.

The Tillamook County Health 
Department will still be open. Pub-
lic access will be closed off at the 
Tillamook County Sheriff’s Office, 
but jail visitations will continue. All 
Tillamook County libraries and the 
Tillamook County Pioneer Museum 
will close immediately.

The Tillamook County Fair-
grounds is suspending all events 
of 250 people or more in compli-
ance with Gov. Kate Brown’s 
mass gathering ban. Canceled and 
rescheduled events include the 
Spring Bazaar, Creamery Asso-

Testing for COVID-19 
in Tillamook County

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

A Tillamook lumber mill 
worker was tested for 

coronavirus this past week, 
leading operations to shut down 
Thursday, March 12, for a clean-
ing.

Hampton Lumber Mill Plant 
Manager Mark Elston issued a 
statement about the employee 
and the closure. In the statement, 
he said the employee was tested 
at the local hospital and advised 
by medical professionals to 
self-quarantine at home pending 
results.

“The employee is following 
that advice and has commit-
ted to inform us of a positive or 
negative result once known,” he 
said. “We will let our employees 
know this result and will keep the 
appropriate community leaders 
informed.”

Elston said upon learning of 
the possible infection risk, Hamp-
ton Lumber closed shop to clean 
and sanitize areas the employee 
frequented. He said the relevant 
break rooms, restrooms, offices, 

and control rooms were sanitized 
by a local cleaning service.

“We take the health and safety 
of our employees and the com-
munity very seriously,” Elston 
said. “We will monitor the situ-
ation and take the appropriate 
action to safeguard our employ-
ees and our operation as we get 
additional information.”

As of Monday, March 16, 
Elston said the employee’s test 
results had not yet been received. 
The mill was reopened for work 
after the temporary shutdown to 
sanitize gathering areas.

County officials confirmed 
Friday, March 13, that tests for 
COVID-19 were conducted in 
Tillamook County. Test kits are 
reportedly in short supply.

As of Friday, there were no 
confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
Tillamook County. The Health 
Department tested two sick 
individuals, and both came back 
negative, according to a statement 
from county officials. Adventist 
Health has also tested patients 
for the virus and is waiting for 

Hampton Lumber Mill in Tillamook. Cody Mann/Headlight Herald

State takes additional measure against COVID-19 spread
Gov. Kate Brown on Monday, 

March 16, announced new 
measures to flatten the curve of 
coronavirus transmission in Oregon. 
The state has a total of 51 people 
who have been diagnosed with CO-
VID-19 as of Tuesday.

“I know it’s difficult to learn that 
we are seeing more active commu-
nity spread of COVID-19, but this is 
something we’ve been expecting,” 
said Dr. Dean Sidelinger, state health 
officer and epidemiologist. “It’s a 
good reminder to take steps to pro-
tect yourself, and vulnerable friends 
and family members, by washing 
your hands, covering your coughs 
and sneezes, and staying home and 

away from others if you’re sick.”
The measures include new orders 

and guidance on social distanc-
ing, an agreement for the Portland 
metro hospital system to coordinate 
resources and increase capacity, acti-
vation of the state’s Unified Com-
mand emergency response organiza-
tional structure, and a new order to 
prevent price gouging.

“My goal is to protect the health 
and safety of Oregon families. Every 
step we are taking is being made 
with community input and careful 
consideration of its impacts,” Brown 
said. “Each action has ripple effects 
across our state, both on a personal 
and an economic level. But we can 
overcome these hurdles in an Or-
egon Way. By working together, we 
are stronger, even if it’s in ways we 
never thought possible.”

The new orders on social distanc-
ing measures, effective March 17 for 
at least four weeks, include:
•	 A	statewide	cancelation	of	all	
events	and	gatherings	larger	
than	25	people	—	exempting	es-
sential	locations	like	workplaces,	
grocery	stores,	pharmacies,	and	
retail	stores.	It’s	additionally	
recommended	that	Oregonians	
avoid	gatherings	of	10	people	or	
more.

•	 Restaurants,	bars,	and	other	
establishments	that	offer	food	or	
beverages	for	sale	are	restricted	

to	carry-out	and	delivery	only	
with	no	on-site	consumption	
permitted.

•	 Food	service	at	health	care	
facilities,	workplaces,	and	other	
essential	facilities	will	continue.

•	 All	other	businesses	are	urged	to	
assess	their	practices,	imple-
ment	strong	social	distancing	
measures,	and	close	their	doors	
temporarily	if	they	cannot	put	the	
new	guidance	in	place.

“I know that while these actions 
will impact Oregon businesses and 
employees, they will help decrease 
the rate of infection while bringing 
state and federal resources up to 
the same speed as the spread of the 
virus,” Brown said.

The Governor’s Coronavirus 
Economic Advisory Council was 
slated to convene Tuesday, March 
17, to examine ways to mitigate 
the impacts of new social distanc-
ing measures and anything else that 
adversely affects Oregon’s economy. 
The council will examine a variety 
of tools available, including requests 
to the State Legislature and the fed-
eral government.

Brown also announced the forma-
tion of two command groups, one 
to manage our health care system’s 
resources and the other to manage 
state resources. The metro regional 
COVID-19 hospital response plan 

will help the health care community 
to prepare for the expected surge 
of COVID-19 cases in the com-
ing weeks — a model for a crisis 
care plan that can be implemented 
statewide. 

Working together, hospitals will 
treat COVID-19 testing resources 
and personal protective equipment, 
including gowns, masks, and gloves, 
as community resources, and work 
together to increase bed capacity. 
After someone contracts COVID-19, 
illness usually develops within 14 
days. Symptoms mirror those of the 
flu, including fever, cough, runny 
nose, headache, sore throat and 
general feelings of illness.

The state’s Unified Command 
emergency response organizational 
structure, an incident management 
structure similar to what Oregon 
would activate during a major 
Cascadia earthquake, has also been 
activated. This will fully integrate 
the Oregon Health Authority’s public 
health response efforts with the Of-
fice of Emergency Management’s 
efforts to minimize any disruption to 
critical services in Oregon.

At the request of the Attorney 
General, Brown declared an abnor-
mal market disruption regarding es-
sential items like hand sanitizer and 
toilet paper, to prevent price gouging 
during this public health crisis.

n See EMERGENCY, Page A3

n See TESTING, Page A11

n See RANSOM, Page A2
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Seven new presumptive cases 

to Oregon’s COVID-19 count 
Save bees with the Annual 

Beehive Raffle at library

Longtime 
Garibaldi 
public works 

employee 
resigns

A former City of Garibaldi em-

ployee expressed concerns about 

city management during the Jan. 21 

meeting of the Garibaldi City Council.

Martin McCormick worked for the 

city for more than 32 years before 

resigning and is certified for water and 

wastewater treatment. He read a pre-

pared statement to the council that out-

lined an alleged hostile work environ-

ment in the public works department, 

one that resulted in losing a valuable 

staff member when it is already short-

handed, he said.
“The City reviewed the Public 

Works Department working environ-

ment and found that no hostile work 

environment existed,” said Garibaldi 

City Manager Geoff Wullschlager in 

response to the allegations.  

Wullschlager said a hostile work 

environment exists when illegal 

employment discrimination (which is 

discrimination based on race, religion, 

national origin, sex and other protected 

classes) is so severe and pervasive that 

a reasonable person would consider 

the workplace intimidating, hostile or 

abusive. 
According to McCormick’s state-

ment, he and another employee, Cory 

Perkins, were the only ones at public 

works for years. A third employee was 

added this past July that McCormick 

said did not want to be a team play-

er, which led to the allegations of a 

hostile work environment. He said after 

a month a half, he and Perkins were 

separated from working with the new 

employee. 
Wullschlager declined to comment 

on the specifics, citing personnel pri-

vacy. 
“As a manager, if I observe employ-

ees having a difficult time working 

Seeking solutions for 

Tillamook County’s housing crisis

Amid the wider housing crisis in 

Oregon, Tillamook County’s di-

vided and aging housing market threat-

ens local livability and economic vital-

ity. Housing for year-round residents 

remains slack while seasonal housing 

is crowding out long-term rentals.

At the center of the crisis are low 

wages and a lack of affordable hous-

ing. While those at the bottom and 

middle are most affected, the housing 

crunch hits every demographic. Land 

scarcity and other factors such as 

permitting processes encumbered by 

environmental regulations means an 

inadequate housing stock for the area. 

To address the problem, Tillamook 

County Commissioner Bill Baertlein 

formed a housing task force with key 

partners CARE, Inc. and the Tillamook 

County Creamery Association. Work 

began in 2015 with a study that was 

primarily funded by the Creamery As-

sociation. Additional studies followed.

A 2017 housing task force report 

titled “Creating a Healthy Housing 

Market for Tillamook County” outlines 

two distinctive elements of the area’s 

housing market – coastal and interior. 

The coastal market is strong, featuring 

newer, more expensive homes. The 

interior market is weak and needs re-

vitalization. Not a new issue, housing 

concerns have been mounting for at 

least a decade.
The two markets are not isolated. 

High-end seasonal properties at the 

coast drive tourism, an industry that 

relies on low-wage service workers. 

Those workers are forced to find 

interior market housing, where they 

compete for need against typically 

low-paid agriculture workers and mid-

dle-wage earners such as education and 

healthcare employees. The pressure 

is compounded by numerous vacation 

rentals, and proximity to Portland adds 

a high demand for second homes in 

Tillamook County. 

The absence of housing drives up the 

number of workers living outside the 

county, and leaves others paying more 

than they can afford. Either choice 

makes it harder to build the workforce 

in Tillamook County and harder for 

companies to build stable staffs. As the 

housing task force report said, “those 

with the least money have fewer hous-

ing choices and travel disproportion-

ately further for work.”

Complicated geography and envi-

ronmental protections add to a scarce 

land supply in Tillamook County, but 

the 2017 report said urban growth 

boundaries have helped preserve the 

area’s rural character and its sustain-

able agriculture sector, particularly 

dairy farming. The environmental 

protections and boundary constraints 

still limit the land supply, which may 

increase development costs or reduce 

interest altogether. 

Housing mobility is also limited in 

Tillamook County. Those who wish to 

relocate within the county face eco-

nomic and market challenges, resulting 

in low levels of housing turnover. De-

mand is strong enough to keep the va-

cancy rate low, but not strong enough 

to spur development, especially in the 

low- and mid-market price ranges.

The housing task force report cited 

“tired-looking housing stock” as a 

critical aspect, weakening confidence 

in would-be investors or developers 

considering the area. Too many homes 

are not well-maintained because of ab-

sentee landlords, dissatisfied but stuck 

homeowners, low-wage households 

lacking resources, and discouraged 

owners who see low standards around 

them.
According to a 2019 Tillamook 

County Community Development De-

partment housing needs analysis, the 

Problem driven by low wages, lack of affordable housing and divided market

Oregon Health Author-

ity (OHA) confirmed 

seven new presumptive 

cases of novel coronavirus, 

COVID-19, on Sunday, March 

8. OHA announces actions it 

is taking to slow the spread of 

the virus and protect Orego-

nians, in response to Gov. 

Kate Brown’s emergency 

declaration. 
“We are prepared to acti-

vate an unprecedented state 

and private effort to contain 

the spread of COVID-19 in 

Oregon by focusing specifi-

cally on at-risk populations,” 

said OHA Director Patrick 

Allen in a press release. “We 

want to protect Oregonians 

at greatest risk of 

the most severe 

outcomes of 
this disease, 
including 
older 
adults, 
people 
with un-
derlying 
condi-
tions, 
people 
who are 
homeless and 
those who are vul-

nerable in other ways.”

Allen said the emergency 

powers Brown authorized 

March 8 gave OHA more 

freedom and flexibility to take 

specific actions to contain 

the outbreak. These actions 

include:
• Finalizing agreements 

with major hospital systems 

to expand locations 

where COVID-19 

tests can be 
conducted 

safely.
• Prepa-

rations to 
mobilize 
Oregon’s 
medical 
reserve 
corps to 

provide 
emergency 

support for 
vulnerable popula-

tions.
• Expanding telemedicine 

so patients can be screened, 

evaluated and treated by 

The Tillamook Bee-

keepers Association is 

hosting their Annual Beehive 

Raffle. The beehive is set up in 

the Tillamook County Library, 

along with two display cases, 

teaching the public about the 

importance of saving the bee. 

The display case is com-

plete with about 1,000 dead 

bees. One third of everything 

humans eat is dependent on 

pollination. The honey bee 

does 80 percent of the work. 

There are 2,000 species of 

bees. The honey bee is the 

only insect that provides food 

for human consumption. 

Predators
 President of the Tillamook 

Beekeepers Association, Brad 

York, said one of the threats to 

honey bees is the Asian green 

hornet, which is two and half 

inches long, five times bigger 

than a bee. Bees cannot defend 

against it very well. These 

hornets are in Washington 

now and may be heading for 

Oregon. 

Another threat is the varroa 

destructor mite, which came 

into existence from China. 

“It’s everywhere,” York 

said. “I think Australia is the 

only place left that doesn’t 

n See RESIGN, Page A5
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Coast Guard rescues two after 

boat safety concerns 

Friday night, Feb. 29, a 

couple was rescued by the 

Coast Guard after a couple had 

safety concerns crossing the bar 

with their 44-foot boat. Coast 

Guard determined that conditions 

were unsafe to tow the vessel. 

The Coast Guard decided to 

hoist the boaters. 

Cannon Beach Rural Fire and 

Protection District asks everyone 

to leave the boat alone. In the 

past when boats have washed up, 

individuals have looted the boats. 

There are still private property 

and should be left alone until 

the salvage company can come 

retrieve it for the family.

The boat is state park property 

and Oregon State Police jurisdic-

tion. It has since been moved from 

the beach.

Cannon Beach Rural Fire & Protection District

Display case with about 1,000 dead bees.              

Hilary Dorsey/North Coast Citizen
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Preparation is paying off
Linda Kozlowski

After hurricane-force 
winds isolated our 

region for over a week 12 
years ago, we had no orga-
nized community mecha-
nism to respond. From that 
incident, the Emergency 
Volunteer Corps of Ne-
halem Bay was formed. Fast 
forward to today — EV-
CNB has grown to become 
a critical component of 
preparedness in our com-
munity.  

Our mission to “Promote 
A Culture of Preparedness” 
has never been more im-
portant than it is right now. 
The biggest surprise is that 
the worst case we initially 

imagined was a Cascadia 
Subduction Zone major[h1] 
earthquake and tsunami. 
Little did we realize that we 
would first be faced with 
two tornados and a pan-
demic. When we talk about 
all hazards, we really mean 
all hazards!

Not surprisingly, our 
EVCNB volunteers 
have stepped up in the 
COVID-19 emergency. The 
Medical Reserve Corps 
(MRC) has been activated 
to do contact tracing for 
Tillamook County Health 
Department, and Commu-
nity Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) members are 
on standby for Tillamook 
County Emergency Man-

agement.
As part of 

the Neigh-
borhood 
Gathering 
Site strategy, 
Prepare Your 
Neighbor-
hood (PYN) 
clusters have 
been accu-
mulating 
supplies, 
including 
N95 masks, 
hand sanitizer, and Clorox 
wipes for some time. With 
the shortage of personal 
protection equipment at 
key places in the county, 
a portion of these supplies 
have now been distributed 

to [h2]those in 
urgent need, 
including first 
responders, 
[h3]local 
grocery store 
employees, 
food bank 
volunteers, 
and post office 
personnel.

These 
dedicated 
individuals are 
continuing to 

work in conditions in which 
they are often unable to be 
six feet apart from [h4]the 
public. A big thank you goes 
out to them, and to the PYN 
clusters for putting others 
first and giving back!  

Residents in many of our 
neighborhoods are also sup-
porting each other by mak-
ing combined grocery runs, 
keeping in contact through 
social media and checking 
on their neighbors -- virtu-
ally of course. Thanks to all 
our volunteers, we show we 
have a strong community 
and we will get through this 
crisis together. 

At the same time, we are 
learning a lot. The current 
pandemic situation should 
be considered a great 
wake-up call. Imagine if 
we did have an earthquake 
and tsunami. Would you be 
ready for 30 days (or more) 
of isolation with no local 
grocery stores available? 

What if there was no water, 
no sewers, no electricity, no 
roads?

While we are all abiding 
by the Governor Brown’s 
“Stay Home, Save Lives,” 
you might want to take time 
to plan for the additional 
supplies and actions that 
would help you prepare for 
that worst-case possibility.

Stay safe, stay home, 
and remember — small 
acts of kindness go a long 
way when we are all under 
significant stress.

Kozlowski serves as 
President of the Emergency 
Volunteer Corps of Nehalem 
Bay

I support Erin 
Skaar for County 
Commissioner

I am honored to have 
the opportunity to vote for 
Erin Skaar in the Tillamook 
County Commissioner race 
and I hope you will join me.

I have known Erin for 
more than 15 years and have 
worked with her on several 
projects, programs, and 
initiatives throughout those 
years. I have repeatedly been 
impressed by Erin’s keen 
intelligence, her leadership 
skills, her ability to consider 
both the big picture and the 
finer details of issues and her 
ability to build effective col-
laborations and partnerships 
with diverse populations.

Erin and I worked first as 
co-workers as she led several 
projects for the Tillamook 
County Women’s Resource 
Center (now Tides of Change) 
and later as community 
partners each representing 
non-profits whose missions 

overlapped. 
There are a multitude of 

skills and characteristics that 
I admire about Erin and the 
tremendous contribution she 
had made to improve the 
lives of Tillamook County 
residents as she manages 
the broad range of programs 
operated by Community 
Action Resources and her 
many additional community 
involvements.  

I greatly admire Erin’s 
ongoing commitment to listen 
to all voices and to stand for 
what is best for the commu-
nity at large. Erin is a vision-
ary and a creative problem 
solver and I believe she will 
be a strong County Commis-
sioner as she brings her many 
strengths to that position.

I remember calling pro-
fessional references when 
hoping to hire Erin for a 
position at TCWRC. All 
references were effusive in 
their appreciation for Erin and 
her work. One reference said 
to me that “hiring Erin will 
be a decision you will never 

regret” and truer words have 
rarely been spoken. I believe 
the same holds true as we 
consider who we will vote for 
to become our next County 
Commissioner, a vote for Erin 
Skaar will be one we will 
never regret.

Kathleen Marvin
Manzanita, Oregon

A Conservative 
for McCall

Ninety-five percent of my 
votes in the last 50+ years 
have been cast for the most 
qualified conservative candi-
date. This election, for County 
Commissioner, I am casting 
my vote for Dave McCall, 
because I feel he is the most 
qualified candidate, regardless 
of political affiliation.

As a member of the 
County’s Solid Waste Advi-
sory Committee, I became 
acquainted with Dave when 
he took over the management 
of the Solid Waste depart-
ment 7 years ago. We have 
been friends and community 
associates since. We have 
debated many political issues 
over the years. Much of the 
time we end up agreeing to 
disagree, but he has been 
respectful of my views. He 
listens attentively and is open 
to be influenced by logical, 
common-sense arguments.

As leader of the Solid 
Waste dept., Dave has demon-
strated his skills at managing 
an organization with a multi
-million dollar budget. In pre-
vious jobs he has experience 

managing divisions or compa-
nies with larger budgets and 
more then 100 employees. No 
other candidate has this kind 
of experience?

Two to three times a month 
over the last 7 years, Dave has 
had to make presentations to 
the Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) at their 
workshops and weekly meet-
ings. This makes him familiar 
with the inner workings of the 
BOCC.

Dave has knowledge of the 
County’s budget process. He 
has had to present his case to 
the BOCC for the adoption of 
Solid Waste’s multi-million 
dollar budget request that he 
puts together each year. He’ll 
truly hit the ground running.

David’s environmental 
accomplishments speak for 
themselves. His knowledge 
and understanding of envi-
ronmental issues are gleaned 
from years of experience in 
environmentally related man-
agerial positions — both here 
in Tillamook, and previously 
in the private sector. I have 
never known Dave to blindly 
support or enact environmen-
tal policies that don’t consider 
potential unintended conse-
quences, or the likelihood of 
diminishing returns for efforts 
put forth. He has received nu-
merous awards for his efforts.

Common sense and a great 
sense of humor are also rea-
sons I support Dave.

 

Tom Jayred
Tillamook

Why I support 
Erin Skaar

As a retired Tillamook 
County Commissioner and 
life-long resident, I have 
always cared deeply about our 
county. It was very comfort-
ing for me to have Mary Faith 
Bell take my place on the 
County Commission. Now 
we have another wonderful 
opportunity.

I knew some time ago that 
my friend and fellow Com-
missioner Bill Baertlein was 
also considering retirement. 
Knowing this, I approached 
Erin Skaar several times to 
encourage her to run for Bill’s 
position when he retired. I 
wasn’t alone.  There were 
people all across our wonder-
ful county who also wanted 
her to run because they recog-
nized her talents.

However, we had to wait. 
Erin is the Executive Director 
of Community Action Re-
source Enterprises (CARE). 
She created a collaboration 
to bring funding into Tilla-
mook County for an afford-
able housing complex, to be 
built this year. She couldn’t 
commit to running for Bill’s 
seat until this task was com-
pleted. It’s this dedication to 
her work and our county that 
exemplifies her values.

Anybody who has worked 
with her will tell you that she 
is a true leader; is personable 
and very intelligent. I can’t 
tell you how pleased I am to 
have her on the ballot. Please 
join me in voting for Erin 
Skaar.

 Tim Josi
Retired Tillamook County 

Commissioner.”

We need your help
Fulcrum Community Re-

sources, Manzanita Visitor’s 
Center and others have been 
working to put a campaign 
together for the benefit of our 
local small businesses and 
self-employed residents who 
are in dire need at this time.  
We are asking for your help.  
Can you make a donation, 
small or large to help them 
weather this unprecedented 
storm?

Without the economic shot 
in the arm from the Spring 
Break that didn’t happen and 
the possibility of a nonex-
istent Summer Season, we 
are very concerned about the 
viability of our local busi-
nesses in Manzanita, Nehalem 
and Wheeler.  Many of us rely 
on them directly or indirectly 
for our income. We locals are 
loyal customers but there just 
aren’t enough of us.

We are a community 
known for helping each other 
out in times of trouble. We 
are very grateful to live here, 
we care and we want to help.  
Many elders have been very 
generous with their time 
volunteering for a number of 
local worthy organizations.  
Now they don’t want to be 
out there in the world, so per-
haps they can use their dollars 
instead.

Of course you don’t need 
to be in the elder group to 
donate!  Please pitch in any 
amount that you can afford to 
help make sure our busi-
nesses stay in business.  We 
understand that your personal 
economics are also probably 
impacted by this pandemic 
and we hope you will still 
consider giving what you can.  
Every drop helps.  United, we 
can make our own positive 
impact.

If you would like to donate 
there are several ways to do 
so.

By check:  Please make 
check out to Fulcrum Com-
munity Resources with North 
County Business Relief in 
the memo line.  You can send 
it to Fulcrum Community 
Resources, PO Box 136, 
Nehalem, OR  97131.  Or you 
can go into the Manzanita 
branch of Columbia Bank 
and let them know you want 
to make a deposit to Fulcrum 
Community Resource’s 
account.

Online:  Please visit the 
website of the Manzanita 
Visitors Center, http://
exploremanzanita.com/
donate/?fbclid=IwAR2yaR-
5k0MmjCzKGX4ci_pJA_ks-
RWIbJNPon7x-47J--mtyh-
B3ah5I_s2aw 

 Another way you can 
help businesses is to buy gift 
certificates now for use in the 
future.  Check out the website 
of your favorite places.  Or 
if you need help getting their 
contact information send an 
email to Dan at the Manza-
nita Visitors Center, one of 
our partners in this endeavor.  
info@exploremanzanita.com

Fulcrum Community 
Resources is a 5013c non-
profit so your donations are 
tax deductible.  Its mission is 
to Foster the transition of the 
Nehalem Bay community to a 
sustainable future. http://ful-
crumresources.org/  They are 
also applying for a grant from 
Oregon Community Founda-
tion asking for a contribution 



Letters & Columns
4 n April 23, 2020  n North Coast Citizen n Manzanita, Oregon	 www.NorthCoastCitizen.com

4 Opinion

www.NorthCoastCitizen.com	 Manzanita, Oregon n North Coast Citizen n April 23, 2020 n 5
5

n See LETTERS, Next Page

www.northcoastcitizen.com

CLASSIFIEDS
To place an ad

Call 503-842-7535
headlightads@countrymedia.net

www.northcoastcitizen.com

Deadlines
Classified Ads: 3 p.m. Monday

before publication date

Citizen
North Coast

HH20-149
NOTICE OF BUDGET 

COMMITTEE MEETING

A public meeting of the Budget 
Committee of the City of Ne-
halem, Tillamook County, State 
of Oregon, to discuss the budget 
for the fiscal year July 1, 2020 to 
June 30, 2021, will be held as a 
teleconference.  The meeting will 
take place on May 5, 2020 at 6:00 
p.m.

Use the following phone num-

ber to access the teleconference 
meeting:

Call Toll-Free: (888) 788-0099
Meeting ID: 994 3340 4884
(No participant ID, enter #).
The purpose of the meeting 

is to receive the budget message 
and to receive comment from the 
public on the budget.

This is a public meeting where 
deliberation of the Budget Com-
mittee will take place. Any person 
may call in to the meeting and 
discuss the proposed programs 
with the Budget Committee.

A copy of the budget document 
may be inspected or obtained on 
or after April 30, 2020 online at 
www.Nehalem.gov  Contact us 
to request a paper copy of the 
budget or to submit questions or 
comments in advance.

If you do not have access to a 
phone or need other accommoda-
tions for disabilities to access the 
meeting, please contact us at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting. 

Contact:  Dale Shafer,
Phone: (503) 368-5627,
Email: dshafer@nehalem.gov

Public Notice
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20 Years Experience in Tillamook County

503-801-6016

Engineering
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Attorney

Realty

Landscaping

Astro
& Odie

FREE
ESTIMATES

MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H40845

Floor Covering

johnaedgar@outlook.com
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Construction

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix

Mohler Sand &
Gravel, LLC

H
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3

• Hot Water   • Prompt Delivery
• Crushed Rock   • Fill Material   • Rip Rap

• Decorative Bounders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157
Call in advance for Saturday delivery   •   CCB #160326

Sand & Gravel

Highlight of the Week

Business     Service Directory& To advertise call 503-842-7535 
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NEHALEM VALLEY
CARE CENTER

Awesome opportunity to make a difference!
 Nehalem Valley Care Center is offering a 5 week 

Nursing Assistant Class starting TBD. 
Employment opportunities are available 
following the class. An application and 

background check are required. 
For more information, please call 503-368-5171, 

email cgriffin@nehalemtel.net or 
apply online at www.nehalemcarecenter.com. 

280 Rowe Street
Wheeler, OR 97147

 

 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141 

 

Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!  

We are looking for the following positions: 

RN or LPN: Part-time 

CNA: Full or Part time (Ask about our sign on 
bonus!) 

For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3115, or apply online at  

https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/ 

Walk – Ins welcome! 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141
Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!
We are looking for the following positions:

RN/LPN: Full-time
Dietary Aide: Full-time
CNA: Full or Part-time

COOK: Full or Part-time 
(Ask about our sign on bonus!)

For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3115, or apply online at 
https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/

Walk – Ins welcome! H48791

Preparation is paying off

Fahrenheit is immediately 
life-threatening, and many 
Washington waterways stay 
below 60-degrees Fahrenheit 
year round.

Sudden cold-water im-
mersion makes it difficult, if 
not impossible, for boaters to 
keep their heads above water 
and stay afloat. Boating 
fatality statistics have shown 
that wearing a life jacket 
gives boaters the best chance 
of survival in the event of an 
accident, especially in cold 

water.
Small vessels such as 

kayaks, canoes, rafts, row 
boats, paddle boards, sailing 
vessels and open motorboats 
less than 21-feet long are the 
most vulnerable to capsiz-
ing.

Wear personal protective 
clothing, including dry or 
wet suits, clothing appropri-
ate for a swim in the water 
temperature where you are 
venturing.

Boaters don’t just need 
to wear the proper gear but 
also need to equip their 
boats with required and 
recommended safety gear, 
such as a hand-held VH-
F-FM marine-band radio, a 

personal locator beacon and 
flares.

 File a float plan. Take the 
time to write your contact 
information, with a water-
proof permanent marker, on 
your kayak, paddle board 
or other personal water 
craft. A name, address and 
phone number can assist first 
responders in locating you, 
should your vessel be found. 

 New and inexperienced 
boaters should seek educa-
tion before heading out on 
the water. Safety courses 
are offered through the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and 
other state and local agen-
cies, which are often offered 
at little or no cost.

n Cold
Continued from Page 3

tion asking for a contribution 
to the Relief Fund.

A committee consisting 
of Fulcrum Community Re-
sources board members and 
other locals will distribute the 
funds as equitably as possible 
among the businesses who 
apply for relief. 

Questions?  Please email 
Barbara McLaughlin at bar-
baraandchuck@nehalemtel.
net.

Thank you.  And thanks to 
the North Coast Communities 
for Watershed Protection for 
bringing this apropos poem 
to light.

 Barbara McLaughlin
President, Fulcrum 

Community Resources

Elect Erin 
Skaar -- County 
Commissioner

We fully support Erin 
Skaar in her bid for County 
Commissioner Position 1. We 
have know Erin for nearly 20 
years and have always been 
impressed by her interest in 
making our community a 
better place for all of us to 
call home. 

Erin grew up in a small 
Oregon Community in North 
Central Oregon and her 
parents were small business 
owners until they recently 
retired. She knows the issues 
facing citizens of small com-
munities and the concerns of 
small businesses. 

We have worked on many 
projects with Erin. She is 

incredibly skilled, organized 
and efficient in everything 
she does. She is familiar with 
a wide range of important 
issues facing Tillamook 
County including recreation, 
tourism, natural resources and 
housing. 

Erin will work hard for all 
of us and will be an incred-
ible County Commissioner. 
We urge you to vote for Erin 
Skaar for County Commis-
sioner Position One. If you 
want to learn more about 
Erin look at her web page at 
voteinskaar.org

Chris and Patsy Weber
Rockaway Beach

I support David 
McCall

While there is a lot riding 

on the national elections in 
November, we also have 
pressing issues here at home 
and an important election 
in May. I’m working to 
ensure that a majority of the 
Tillamook County Board of 
Commissioners takes North 
County concerns into account 
for a change.

Commissioner Yamamoto 
did not listen to the citizens 
of North County about 
CARTM, throwing 14 people 
out of work and depriving 
us of a community gath-
ering place and a resource 
for retaining used goods 
locally. He voted to defund 
the library. He prioritizes the 
concerns of timber companies 
over the worries of citizens 
whose watershed is being 
sprayed with pesticides and 
herbicides. Yamamoto refuses 

to allow Tillamook County to 
lead on climate change miti-
gation. And he didn’t listen to 
the citizens of Tierra Del Mar 
who did not want Facebook 
drilling for an undersea cable 
in the middle of a residential 
neighborhood.

We need a commissioner 
who listens. Dave McCall 
understands and supports the 
value of community service 
organizations. We need real 
attention to environmental 
concerns and more than 
lip service on sustainable 
tourism and affordable hous-
ing. Dave McCall has the 
experience and temperament 
to move Tillamook County 
forward. He is unafraid of 
innovation and makes data-
driven decisions after taking 
all perspectives into account. 
He does not blindly follow 

the interests of the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

I worked with Dave 
McCall very closely as the 
county’s solid waste program 
director when I was exec-
utive director of CARTM. 
Dave really understands the 
need to innovate sustain-
able programs to mitigate 
the downside of inevitable 
growth. He has the rare head 
for business plus a heart for 
community building. As a 
county employee now, he has 
already established working 
relationships with county 
department managers. Dave 
McCall has my vote, and I 
encourage you to consider 
pledging yours as well.

Karen Reddick Yurka
Rockaway Beach
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Like us on Facebook
facebook.com - northcoastcitizen

Discover North County!
Unique Shops        Events        Lodging        Real Estate        Services

503-355-2010 (Office)
503-355-3011 (Fax)

165 S Miller Street / PO Box 551
Rockaway Beach, OR 97136

Office License #201206260

Call Us For A Free Market Analysis
Of Your Home’s Value!

Let our licensed brokers guide you through 
the process of buying or selling your home!

#1 office in Rockaway Beach!
Open 7 Days a Week!

All brokers licensed in the State of Oregon.

H
44796

Place your 
business here!

Your ad will alternate 
weekly between the

 Tillamook Headlight Herald 
and North Coast Citizen.

Price includes online placement
1 Col x 2”  $18  •  2 Col x 2”  $30

        Contact Katherine at:
headlightads@countrymedia.net

503-842-7535
H44179

We also have plenty of great Vacant Lots for you to build your own. All RE/MAX offices are independently owned and operated.

H
48

96
8

Real Estate standards 
for those with

“Higher” Expectations.
 

above the crowd!

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Top 1% in sales 
year after year

GREAT OCEAN VIEW

All listed agents above are ‘Licensed in Oregon’

1675 Cooper

Seaside • $389,000

V/L @ 260 First

Manzanita • $279,000

Coastal Advantage®
219 N Hemlock, in ‘The Courtyard Center’ 

Downtown Cannon Beach
P.O. Box 1147 • Cannon Beach, OR 97110

503.436.1777
Our Manzanita Office

430 Laneda Downtown Manzanita
503.368.1777

www.CoastalAdvantage.com
Please visit our web site to view EVERY LISTING on the coast

Marty Giguiere
Owner/Broker
c. 503.440.7676

Mr007@pacifier.com

Alaina Giguiere
Owner/Principal Broker

c. 503.440.3202
AlainaGiguiere@mac.com

Susan Tone
Broker

c. 503.354.4072
SusanTone@nehalemtel.net

Kimberly Brown
Broker

c. 360.827.5605
RemaxAgentKim@gmail.com

Andrea Mace
Broker

c. 503.440.4024
Andrea.Mace1@gmail.com

Shelley Parker
Broker

c. 503.739.1977
Shelley.parker@mail.com

Abbas Atwi
Broker

c. 503.310.8464
abbas.atwi@remax.net

Egrane Brown
 Broker

c. 503.440.1648
EgraneBrown@gmail.com

@ /REMAXCoastalAdvantage

1821 S Edgewood

Seaside • $359,000

132 E Surfcrest B2

Cannon Beach • $68,000

1868 Pacific

Cannon Beach • $3,495,000

OCEAN FRONT
194 Tok Ln

Cannon Beach • $1,695,000

OCEAN FRONT
38570 Beulah Reed Dr

Neakanie • $2,100,000

OCEAN FRONT

DUPLEX-594 / 596 Elm St

Cannon Beach • $515,000

164 Susitna

Cannon Beach • $499,999

414 Ocean

Manzanita • $495,000

Cannon Beach • $489,000

148 E Dawes 11410 Evergreen Way 

Nehalem • $275,000

SALE
PENDING

SALE
PENDING

769 Greenridge

Manzanita • $539,000

78 Idaho

Manzanita • $635,000

2885 Mill Pond

Astoria • $595,000

RIVER FRONT SOLD!

SOLD! NEW
PRICE

Governor announces framework for loosening restrictions
Jeremy C. Ruark

Country Media

“We have to be careful,” 
Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
cautioned as she outline 
the state’s framework for 
reopening Oregon follow-
ing the initial impact of the 
Coronavirus. “We have to be 
cautious or it will backfire.”

During a Tuesday, April 
14, news conference in Port-
land, Brown said there was 
no set time for the reopening 
the state’s society and econ-
omy and that it will be based 
on several factors.

“If we move too quickly, 
we will see a spike in cases 
and that could lead to an 

overwhelmed hospital 
system and unnecessary 
deaths,” Brown said. “We all 
want to get back to work and 
to life as normal as quickly 
as possible, but the truth is 
the best path forward is a 
cautious one. A path that 
procedures gradually and 
incrementally and carefully. 
This is not like turning on a 
light.”

Brown said the decision 
to reopen would be based on 
a path based on a scientific 
process that accounts for the 
need of Oregon’s economy 
and communities. Brown 
laid out five main prereq-
uisites for when they will 
begin to loosen up on the 

statewide order.
• Slowing the growth of 

COVID-19 in Oregon.
• Increasing the supply of 

personal protection equip-
ment (PPE), such as masks, 
gloves and gowns.

•  Establishing a public 
health framework that will 
provide more readily avail-
able testing statewide. The 
increased testing will help 
the state identify specially 
where the virus is and to stop 
it from spreading, she said.

Currently, Oregon is 
conducting between 7,000 - 
8,000 tests per week, accord-
ing to Gov. Brown. The goal 
is to provide up to 15,000 
tests per week statewide.

• Developing a contact 
tracing system for those who 
test positive for COVID-19 
to stop further transmission

• Develop a quaran-
tine/isolation process for 
those who test positive for 
COVID-19, which includes 
strategies for nursing home 
residents.

Brown said she will 
continue to meet with state 
and local health officials and 
reach out to businesses to 
help determine the reopen-
ing process. Brown did not 
give any details on dates or 
a timetable for when they 
might begin to loosen the 
restrictions. 

“We cannot stand still,” 

Brown said. “We can, and 
we will, get through this 
together.”

Anthony Smith, Oregon 
state director for National 
Federation of Independent 
Business, the nation’s lead-
ing small-business advocacy 
association, issued a state-
ment regarding the frame-
work for reopening Oregon’s 
economy.

“Small businesses wel-
come the start of a con-
versation surrounding the 
reopening of Oregon’s econ-
omy,” Smith said. “In order 
to make informed decisions, 
small businesses need 
reliable information from 
their elected leaders, and 

they need to be included in 
the conversation. Every day 
that passes without certainty 
is a missed opportunity to 
save our homegrown Oregon 
businesses – and all the jobs 
that go along with them.”

“We need to know what 
the measurables are, so that 
businesses can be a part 
of the recovery solution. 
Without a clear light at the 
end of the tunnel, more and 
more small businesses are 
going to have to shut down 
permanently,” Smith said. 
“Nobody wants to see that 
happen.”

Max Kirkendall contrib-
uted to this article.

Wyden hosts first online Oregon Town Hall
Hilary Dorsey

Staff Writer

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden held an 
online Oregon Town Hall on Friday, 
April 17, hosted by Town Hall 
Project. Wyden has held 970 town 
halls statewide in fulfillment of his 
pledge to hold at least one town hall 
each year in each of Oregon’s 36 
counties. This was his first virtual 
town hall. 

Wyden said this was Oregon’s 
first statewide virtual meeting and 
wanted to know how people are 
doing amid COVID-19 and wanted 
input from the people for the next 
COVID-19 package, which is cur-
rently being worked on. 

Becky, from Springfield, had a 

question about the hold up on getting 
COVID-19 tests out. She works in 
health care and is aware of this issue. 
She feels we should not be con-
cerned about revealing the source 
of the potential contamination. She 
thinks people need to know who 
they are in contact with that could 
possibly contaminate them. 

Wyden said people have been 
stressing the question of testing and 
that President Donald Trump at one 
time said we have all the tests we 
need. 

“What I’m working for is quality 
testing, because we’ve battled a lot 
of false negatives and also quick 
responses,” Wyden said. “That to me 
is the bottom line.”

Wyden said the Trump admin-

istration has been zigzagging in 
a counter-productive way when 
it comes to testing. Testing needs 
to start with health care workers, 
retail workers and people who are 
on the frontlines. Contact tracing is 
important. Without quality testing, it 
is hard to have a national agenda to 
get back to normal lives. 

Allison, from Portland, a small 
business owner, brought up the $50 
billion childcare investment and 
asked Wyden how he will make sure 
direct relief can be accessed by all. 
She added that there is a huge block-
ade or who has technological access. 
Wyden said the Paycheck Protection 
Plan is frustrating and delay in the 
Economic Injury program is unac-
ceptable. 

Wyden said small businesses are 
having a fair amount of luck with the 
Employee Retention Credit. He is 
working with others to get an agree-
ment to add money to the Paycheck 
Protection Plan. 

Erica, from Happy Valley, takes 
care of her medically-fragile mother. 
Two-thirds of their income goes to 
rent. She asked if there was talk of a 
rent freeze. 

“You are the face of thousands of 
Oregonians who are now walking an 
economic tightrope,” Wyden said. 

Wyden said there is a moratorium 
on evictions and closures for mort-
gages. Unemployment insurance is 
available for someone caring for an 
individual. It covers a lot of profes-
sions it never covered before. 

Wyden asked if Erica was able to 
pay rent on April 1. Erica said she 
was and has $93 for the rest of the 
month. Wyden said he is trying to 
get additional funding for a child 
taking care of an older parent. He 
said his office would connect with 
her to find her help. 

Geri, from Grants Pass, said she 
appreciated Wyden’s proposal of na-
tionwide mailed ballots. Wyden said 
he introduced the first vote by mail 
in 2002. It was an academic issue. 
Most poll workers are over the age 
of 60. He said if you have friends 
who have Republican senators, ask 
them to reach out to those senators, 
telling them this is a public safety 
issue. 

SBA runs out of COVID-19 relief funds
Kathleen Stinson
For The Citizen

The Small Business 
Administration programs 
designed to provide financial 
help to businesses affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 

have run out of money, 
according to Mark Gregory, 
state director of the Small 
Business Development Center 
in Oregon.

In a press release issued 
last week, Gregory said: 
“Last night we were in-

formed that the Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan program 
had experienced a lapse in 
appropriations. This morning, 
we learned that the Payroll 
Protection Program has 
experienced a similar lapse 
in appropriations as well, and 

that new applications are not 
being processed by the SBA.”

These two programs are 
part of the stimulus bill re-
cently passed by Congress.

Kevin Leahy, executive 
director of Clatsop Economic 
Development Resources 
(CEDR) and the Small 
Business Development Center 
(SBDC) in Clatsop County, 
said earlier Wednesday before 
news of the “appropriations 
lapse” that many small busi-
ness owners had tried to file 
an online application with the 
SBA to get help from these 

programs. However, the over-
loaded system crashed and 
many were forced to reapply 
two and some three times, as 
stated in a previous story by 
THE GAZETTE. 

In the earlier story, Leahy 
described the mood of 
business owners as “despair” 
changing to “frustration” and 
then “anger.”

“There’s a lot of frustration 
with these federal loans,” 
he said. Applicants were 
supposed to receive a check 
within three days of filing for 
a loan. “That’s not happened.”

“These two programs have 
been the primary Federal 
government assistance pro-
grams for businesses suffering 
economic losses due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Gre-
gory said in the release.

 “We understand that many 
businesses have been relying 
on these funds to keep em-
ployees and get through these 
difficult times. This lapse in 
funding may create difficulties 
and greater uncertainty for 
many businesses. The SBDCs 
are still here to help” provide 
advice.
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