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A closer look at the new NCRD pool project
WILL CHAPPELL

Citizen Editor

As work nears comple-
tion on the building that 
will house the North Coast 
Recreation District’s new 
pool in Nehalem, fundrais-
ing efforts to build the pool 
itself and purchase neces-
sary equipment are pro-
gressing apace.

Thomas Fiorelli of Fio-
relli Consulting is helping 
to steward the project for 
the district and said that 
more than $1 million has 
now been raised towards 
the $2.5 million budget for 
those phases of the project.

The North Coast Recre-
ation District (NCRD) has 
been working to replace 
their existing pool that was 
built in 1930 since 2012, 
when discussions on siting 
of a new pool began. By 
2019, the district had saved 
$12 million to pay for the 
project, but after the coro-
navirus pandemic delayed 
the start of construction, 
what had been budgeted 
as a $10 million project 
carried a price tag of $15 
million.

NCRD’s board made the 
decision at that point to 
split the pool project into 
three phases to dampen the 
impact of further cost esca-
lations. With that strategy 
decided, construction began 
on the pool that will house 
the new pool in early 2023.

The new building will 
house a six-lane pool 
capable of holding inter-
scholastic competitions as 

Commissioners approve 
tourism facilities grants

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Tillamook’s board of county 
commissioners awarded more than 
$550,000 to eight groups across 
the county for facility improve-
ments at their meeting on January 
31.

The funding for the grants 
comes from the county’s transient 
lodging tax and will be used to 
improve tourism-related facilities.

Nan Devlin, executive direc-
tor of Tillamook Coast Visitors 
Association, which manages the 
grant program for the county, ap-
peared at the meeting to discuss 
the awards with commissioners.

Awardees were selected from 
among 21 total applications for 
grant funding this year by the 
county’s tourism advisory com-
mittee, which scored each appli-
cant’s submission to make their 
selection.

Originally, only $400,000 was 
allocated for the program in this 
year’s budget, but after two pro-
posals tied, the committee decided 
to ask for an additional $71,000 in 
funding from the commissioners 
and to allow the use of $40,000 
left over from last year. 

Commissioners agreed to the 
request, saying that transient lodg-
ing tax revenues have come in 
above projections in recent years 
but noting that if that was not the 
case this year, a commensurate 
reduction to next year’s grant 
awards would be necessary.

The eight organizations chosen 
for the grants, in order of their 
ranking by the tourism advisory 
committee, were the Oregon Coast 
Scenic Railroad, the Tillamook 
County Library Foundation, the 
Sitka Center for the Arts, the City 
of Rockaway Beach, the Tilla-
mook YMCA, the Tillamook Air 
Museum, the City of Manzanita 
and the Tillamook Area Chamber 
of Commerce. Aside from the 
Sitka Center and Tillamook Cham-

ber, each of the applicants was 
awarded the maximum $75,000.

The scenic railroad will be put-
ting their award towards ongoing 
work to upgrade their depot facili-
ties in Garibaldi. The Tillamook 
County Library Foundation will 
use their funding for further im-
provements to the park adjacent to 
the main library in downtown Til-
lamook that opened last summer.

The Sitka Center for the Arts 
will use its award of just over 
$61,000 to upgrade their walkway 
and the City of Rockaway Beach 
will put the funding towards a new 
playground at the park on Anchor 
Street.

Tillamook’s YMCA will be us-
ing its grant to replace the roof at 
the recently purchased Tillamook 
Bowling Alley on Third Street. 
The grant award will allow the air 
museum to upgrade its entrance, 
which was damaged in an inci-
dent of vandalism in the summer 
of 2023, to be ADA compliant. 
Manzanita will use the money it 
received to enhance the public 
restroom facilities at the new city 
hall that it is set to construct this 
year.

The Tillamook Area Chamber 
of Commerce made a last-minute 
request to the county, submitting 
a letter on January 23, requesting 
$40,000 to help offset unforeseen 
costs that arose while renovat-
ing their meeting space. $30,000 
of the funding will go towards 
helping to reconfigure a stairwell, 
replace a roof truss and improve 
their building’s water-intrusion 
problem, while the final $10,000 
will go towards a roof replace-
ment.

The commissioners also ap-
proved the budgeted purchase 
of an almost $77,000 Chevrolet 
2500 for use as a tow vehicle by 
the sheriff’s department and two 
Dodge Durango Pursuits for use as 
patrol vehicles, with a combined 
price of just under $89,000.

Dialysis center closure 
leaves patients scrambling

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

When U.S. Renal Care 
announced that it would be 
shuttering its Tillamook dialy-
sis facility as of February 23, 
patients who rely on the life-

sustaining care were surprised 
and immediately concerned 
about finding a new place to 
dialyze. 

As they began to inquire at 
nearby facilities, they found 
that their options were limited 
and concerns about transport 
and possible inaccessibility 
due to weather abound as some 
weigh discontinuing their care. 

“To me, they need to give 
us more time and definitely 
have a place,” said Anita 
Hanakahi, a patient at the cen-
ter, “this unknown is driving 
all of us crazy and if we don’t 
have dialysis after four days 
you meet your maker.”

U.S. Renal Care, a dialy-
sis company based in Plano, 
Texas, announced the closure 
of the Tillamook center to 
patients on January 24, when 
they arrived for their regularly 
scheduled treatments. The 
Tillamook facility currently 
serves 11 patients, who spend 
between three and four and a 
half hours having toxins and 
excess fluid removed from 
their bloodstream three times 
weekly.

In a statement, U.S. Renal 
Care Regional Vice Presi-
dent Brian Loveridge said the 

The interior of the new pool building at the North Coast Recreation District featuring a mass timber roof.

PHOTO COURTESY DEBBIE BATEY
A group of dialysis patients and former and current dialysis clinic staff gathered at Denny’s to discuss options 
moving forward on February 1. Standing are former center manager Chip Fletcher, biomedical and renal technician 
Travis and patient Randy, while sitting are patients Anita Hanakahi, Mike Shreve, Katherine, name unknown, Marty, 
Sharon and John and former staff member Rebecca.
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Celebrating the longevity of local 
businesses and services in Tillamook County

Katrina Norris, owner of K&J Norris Pressure Washing. Photo by Chelsea Yarnell

Fifth grader Lauryn Bush recently 
participated in the Latimer Quilt & 

Textile Center member “Card Challenge.” 
Bush quilted a wall hanging inspired 

by the four of hearts card.

Marie Mills Center, established in 1969
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Decker Real Estate

K&J Norris Pressure Washing
Marie Mills Center
King Real Estate
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Tillamook Bay Community College
Sand Dollar Restaurant & Lounge

TLC Fibre Federal

Inside

See DIALYSIS, Page A3

See POOL, Page A3



A2    North Coast Citizen • February 8, 2024

What Do You Need to Do? 
No action is required. Existing customer SmartHub accounts
will automatically transition to the new system in February. 

For More Information
For more details about SmartHub, visit tpud.org

or call us at 503-842-2535.

Tillamook PUD is excited to announce an upcoming upgrade
to our online customer account system, SmartHub.

Upgrade!
FEBRUARY

Beginning in February 2024, Tillamook PUD customers will
enjoy the same features SmartHub has to offer through an

enhanced user interface that is more intuitive and user-
friendly.

What’s New?

Coming Soon....

Tillamook PUD    P.O. Box 433     1115 Pacific Ave     Tillamook, OR 97141     www.tpud.org

Tillamook County housing commission makes 
multi-family housing grant recommendations

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Tillamook County’s 
housing commission made 
recommendations to the 
county commissioners 
for awarding $400,000 
from the county’s annual 
multi-family housing grant 
program.
Commissioners unani-

mously recommended 
offering funding to six 
workforce and affordable 
housing projects across the 
county and the board of 
county commissioners will 
now decide on the awards.
In its inaugural year in 

2023, the program offered 
$710,000 in funding to 
six projects, with federal 
funding supplementing the 
short-term rental operator 
license fee that will sup-
port the program in this 
and subsequent years. 
Eight total applications 

were received for the grant 
this year, with two proj-
ects in Bay City, two in 
Manzanita and one each in 
Tillamook and Rockaway 
Beach recommended for 
funding, while projects in 
Beaver and Bay City were 
not.
The Seagull’s Rest de-

velopment in Bay City was 

recommended to receive 
$100,000 in funding from 
the county after request-
ing $200,000. The fund-
ing will help to complete 
the construction of six 
two-bedroom duplexes in 
downtown Bay City that 
will be available to resi-
dents making between 80% 
and 120% of the area’s 
median income (AMI).
The Hobsonville Point 

project in Bay City plans to 
add 29 two-bedroom units 
in a mix of duplex, triplex 
and quadplex buildings 
affordable for residents 
making between 60% and 
120% AMI. Developers 

requested $250,000 in 
funding and were recom-
mended for $40,000.
A project redevelop-

ing the space above the 
T-Mobile store on First 
Street in downtown Til-
lamook was recommended 
for $70,000 in funding 
against an $80,000 request. 
The project is construction 
ready and will add four, 
two-bedroom apartments 
for people earning between 
80% and 120% AMI.

Manzanita saw two 
projects recommended for 
funding and together they 
will represent the first 
workforce housing avail-

able in the city.
Maker Manzanita plans 

to add 34 one-bedroom 
apartments that will be 
affordable to residents 
making between 80% and 
120% AMI. The project’s 
developers requested 
$400,000 in grant funding 
and were recommended for 
an award of $50,000.
The Manzanita Pines 

projects is even more 
ambitious, aiming to add 
60 two- and three-bedroom 
apartments affordable to 
people making between 
60% and 80% AMI. The 
project is in pre-develop-
ment and Tillamook Coun-

ty Housing Coordinator 
Parker Sammons said that 
receiving the county grant 
would allow the developers 
to access additional grant 
funding as well.
The final project rec-

ommended for the award 
was a development in 
Rockaway Beach which 
plans to add four one- and 
two-bedroom units above 
a community kitchen space 
on Anchor Street. Those 
units will be affordable for 
residents making 80% AMI 
and the project was recom-
mended for an award of 
$65,000 against an $80,000 
request. 

Port commissioners discuss bond for Hangar B
WILL CHAPPELL

Citizen Editor

The Port of Tillamook 
Bay’s board of commis-
sioners began preliminary 
discussions about the pos-
sibility of seeking a bond to 
finance repairs to Hangar B 
at their meeting on January 
24.
The World War II era 

hangar needs an estimated 
$5-7 million in total repair 

work and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in 
maintenance work annually, 
for which the port does not 
have funds set aside.
Repairs to Hangar B can 

be broken into two general 
categories, active issues 
that need to be addressed 
in the short-term and less-
pressing issues that would 
be part of a full restoration 
of the roof. 

Main items in the former 

group include work to 
the building’s ventilation 
system, which is estimated 
to cost between $1.5 and 
$2 million, and securing 
the upper sections of the 
roofing on the hangar, 
which would have a similar 
budget. 
The full reroofing option 

would address both of those 
issues and evaluate the 
condition of the box beams 
that form the spine of the 
structure’s roof and would 
carry an estimated $5 to $7 
million price tag. Neither 
of the options would affect 
the tin cladding on the 
structure’s roof and all cost 
estimates are extremely 
preliminary.
Members of the Friends 

of Tillamook Air Museum, 
a group which has been 
working to raise funds for 
the hangar’s restoration, 
attended the meeting and 
participated in the discus-
sion with the board. 
If the groups decide to 

move forward with a bond 
ask, the first decision to be 
made is whether the port 
should seek the bond or try 
to partner with the county 
for the ask. Partnering with 

the county would allow the 
bond to be supported across 
the county, decreasing the 
per-property payments, 
whereas a port bond would 
only affect properties 
falling within their taxing 
district, which has the same 
boundaries as Tillamook 
School District 9. Moving 
the bond forward from that 
point would require the ser-
vices of a consultant, which 
would cost around $20,000.
Members of the board 

said that they were unsure 
if county residents would 
support the bond and said 
that it would be necessary 
to convince them by shar-
ing what the bond would 
support. They noted that 
many members of the com-
munity associated the han-
gar inextricably with the air 
museum and said that they 
would like to see polling 
done to gauge public senti-
ment before deciding.
One of the friends of 

the air museum clarified 
that the bond would only 
finance the repairs to the 
hangar, not guarantee the 
continued survival of the 
air museum. They said that 
the structure itself was a 
landmark in the community 
and deserved preservation.
Port of Tillamook Bay 

General Manager Michele 
Bradley chimed in and 
noted that interest in the 
hangar from businesses 
has been growing in recent 
years. Bradley said that 
several private entities had 
approached her to express 
interest in leasing anywhere 
from one third to the entire 
building and investing in 
the structure’s repair in lieu 

of rent payments.
A board member said 

that he felt if the bond was 
sought it would be inap-
propriate to subsequently 
accept a tenant who would 
restrict public access to the 
building.
Another commissioner 

said that there should be 
funds included in the bond 
ask for ongoing mainte-
nance and a port staffer 
said that a similar hangar 
in Tustin, California, cost 
around $300,000 annually 
to maintain, though Til-
lamook’s hangar is in better 
shape.
In the coming weeks, 

Bradley and Port Commis-
sioner Matt Mumford will 
meet with a bond specialist 
from the Special Districts 
Association of Oregon to 
discuss the path forward 
before the board’s next 
meeting. Commissioners 
said that they would like 
to develop a plan to take 
to the board of county 
commissioners for a pre-
liminary discussion at that 
meeting.
The board also approved 

the declaration of the port’s 
railyard in Banks as sur-
plus, paving the way for its 
future sale. 
Tillamook Air Museum 

Director Rita Welch also 
gave an update to the 
board, informing them that 
the museum is now certi-
fied to receive items from 
the Air Force and added 
two new planes to its col-
lection last year. The muse-
um will also be rotating out 
its exhibit on children in 
the holocaust and replacing 
it with a new exhibit being 

developed in conjunction 
with the International Holo-
caust Museum.
The museum also applied 

for a $75,000 transient 
lodging tax grant from the 
county to help with the 
repair of its front doors, 
which were damaged in a 
crime spree last summer. 
The cost to restore the 
doors to their former func-
tionality is $50,000, while 
adding ADA accessibility 
would bump the budget 
up to $83,000, with the 
museum planning to pursue 
that option if the grant is 
approved.
The board also began 

discussions about the ease-
ment for the relocation of 
the City of Tillamook’s 
water main, which current-
ly runs under the airport’s 
runway. Consor Engineer-
ing is working with the 
city to develop a new route 
and commissioners need to 
decide if they will charge 
the city for the new align-
ment across port property 
or continue offering the 
use of the land for free, as 
they have with the current 
alignment.
Port commissioners said 

that they would like to see 
some sort of consideration, 
whether it be monetary or 
a concession in water rates 
for the port and its tenants, 
for the easement. Bradley 
said she had reached out to 
the county government as 
well as the cities of Tilla-
mook and Bay City to ask 
about what they charged for 
easements for underground 
utilities and that she would 
return to the board with 
that information. 

To schedule an appointment:
(503) 842-3938      (800) 528-2938      TTY 711

Se habla español
801 Pacific Avenue, Tillamook, OR

www.tillamookchc.org

Be kind to your sweet heart
We often take our heart for granted, but when
it comes to your heart health, every day is a
fresh start. To reduce the risk of heart disease,
it’s important to know your numbers - blood
pressure, cholesterol, and A1C. Healthy habits
like a well-balanced diet and exercise can help
as well.

Our primary care providers are experts in your
health and wellness. Make an appointment now
to start your journey to a lifetime of healthy
habits. Your sweet heart will thank you. 

#hearthealth

Compassion clinic 
coming to Tillamook
Compassion Connect has 

been around for many years 
in the Portland area put-
ting together free clinics by 
partnering with local churches 
to provide service for the 
communities where they are 
located. Coming up on Febru-
ary 25th Compassion will be 
coming to Tillamook. Several 
churches in Tillamook are 
partnering together to put this 

on and are organizing teams 
to provide free care for those 
in our community that need 
it. From 1pm to 6pm on the 
25th people will be able to 
make and have appointments 
for medical, dental, optical, 
chiropractic and many other 
types of care completely free. 
All appointments are first 
come first serve and once all 
the appointments are full we 

won’t be able to add more. 
This event will be held at 
The YMCA and anyone who 
comes will receive a free 
meal, childcare and have ac-
cess to a community resource 
fair for other services they 
may want. If you want to 
volunteer your time at this or 
find out more details about the 
clinic please go to livingwater-
coast.com/compassion.
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Country Media has immediate openings for Reporters 
to cover the news that matters to our communities. 
Successful applicants will have an enthusiasm to cover 
enterprise journalism, civic meetings, school news, 
community events, and more. You’ll be writing for 
multimedia platforms including print, social media, and 
websites. If writing is your passion, this is the job for you! 
Positions are Full-time. We will also consider applicants for 
freelance work.

We offer an above average wage with paid holidays, health 
insurance, paid vacation, sick leave, and more!

Submit your resume and cover letter today to 
Executive Editor, jwarren@countrymedia.net.

Reporters 

JOIN
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well as a therapy pool and 
allow NCRD to continue its 
mission of teaching children 
in north county to swim.

Work on the pool build-
ing is making good progress, 
with the building’s concrete 
walls and mass timber roof in 
place and should be complete 
sometime this spring.

At that point, work will 
temporarily halt at the site 
while preparations begin for 
the second phase of work.

The second phase will 
involve building the pools 
themselves, while the instal-
lation of their equipment 
will happen during the third 
phase of the project. The 
second phase of the project 
is forecast to cost $1.5 mil-
lion, while the third will cost 
around $1 million.

Fiorelli said that this 
approach was novel for the 
entire project team but that 
necessity had driven the 
decision. During phase two, 

workers will have to use a 
conveyor belt to remove dirt 
excavated for the pools from 
the building, a unique work-
around to account for the 
abnormal project sequenc-
ing. Connections for the 
pool equipment have already 
been drilled through the 
base of the wall by the area 
where the equipment will be 
housed.

Fundraising for the final 
two phases has also been 
progressing well in recent 
months, Fiorelli said, with 
the project recently receiving 
a $500,000 pledge from a 
local organization.

The identity of the donor 
is still under wraps, but a 
representative from the or-
ganization will be a keynote 
speaker at a February 29 
fundraising event for the new 
pool, where they will for-
mally announce the donation.

That gift will bring the to-
tal raised for phases two and 
three of the project to around 
$1.2 million, per Fiorelli, 
and the NCRD’s board plans 
to vote to move forward on 
phase two at their February 
meeting. Fiorelli said that 

the district may take a bridge 
loan as needed to complete 
the funding package and that 
there were donors mulling 
the possibility of a $1 million 
donation that would come 
with naming rights for the 
main pool.

Fiorelli said that he and 
the district’s leadership are 
hopeful that the new pools 
can be completed and opened 
to the public by spring 2025, 
at which point the old pool 
will close.

However, as soon as the 
pool project is complete, the 
district will need to pivot into 
fundraising for a major reno-
vation of the former school 
building that houses the 
rest of its facilities. Fiorelli 
said that the 1920s structure 
needed seismic upgrades, 
asbestos remediation and 
new windows among other 
items and estimated the cost 
of those improvements at 
around $15 million.

“We want to make sure 
that we continue to talk 
about both pieces,” Fiorelli 
said, “because what people 
don’t understand right now 
is we have a $15-million 

project right there as soon 
as this $15-million project 
is done.”

Fiorelli also mentioned 

that the Friends of NCRD 
might be looking to transi-
tion their organization from 
a nonprofit structure to a 

foundation soon to open 
more fundraising opportuni-
ties.

The exterior of the new pool building on the side that will be its entrance facing B Street.

closure had been caused 
Medicare reimbursements 
for treatments not keep-
ing up with inflation. 
Loveridge said that the 
company was “taking every 
measure to ensure our 
patients have access to the 
lifesaving care they need.”

However, multiple 
patients said that this had 
not been their experience 
and that the handling of the 
closure and transitioning 
of care has been frustrat-
ing and stressful from their 
perspectives.

Sharon Shreve, whose 
husband Mike Shreve is a 
patient at the center, said 
that when she called a 
dialysis center in Lincoln 
City operated by DaVita, a 
competing dialysis com-
pany, employees there told 
her they had heard nothing 
about the closure. Shreve 
said that the workers at the 
facility also told her that 
they already had a waiting 
list of patients to be treated 
at their facility.

That left a center in 
Astoria as the only other 
option on the north coast, 
but Shreve said that with 
summer traffic it was too 
far for her and her hus-
band and that they are now 
looking at centers in the 
Portland metro area. 

But for dialysis pa-
tients, many of whom 
suffer from significant 
other health problems and 
struggle with mobility, 
the prospect of travelling 
to Astoria or the valley 
thrice weekly is daunting. 
In ideal circumstances the 
drive to those centers takes 
around an hour and a half 
and between getting set up 
on the machine, completing 
treatment and being taken 
off the machine, patients 
spend at least four to five 
hours at the center, making 
for a seven- to eight-hour 
day.

Sharon Gallino, an-
other patient, also pointed 
out that after dialysis 
treatments she and other 
patients feel extremely 
drained, are often strug-
gling with cramps and have 
to worry about bandages 
coming off and allowing 
blood to flow from ac-
cess sites used during the 
dialysis process. Gallino 

said that when taken in 
combination, these factors 
meant that any patient driv-
ing after treatment would 
essentially be impaired.

Even for those who 
have family or friends 
to help with drive, other 
secondary medical condi-
tions make the thought of 
lengthy travel over rough 
roads challenging. 

Anita Hanakahi suffers 
from severe osteoporosis 
secondary to her kidney 
failure and has repeat-
edly suffered broken bones 
over the last several years. 
Hanakahi says that even 
routine car rides around 
Tillamook are painful and 
potentially risky and that 
travel to the valley forces 
her to take medication to 
manage the pain. “Going 
up and down ninth street 
where I live is a challenge 
but going over the hill is 
an even bigger challenge,” 
Hanakahi said.

Gallino also brought 
up the question of how 
patients would access care 
during emergent weather 
events like the ice storm 
that occurred in January 
and closed access to the 
valley for most of a week. 
“Any way you look at it, 
we’re in the mountains 
and we have to travel over 
those mountains and they 
close,” Gallino said.

Eric Swanson, president 
of Adventist Health Tilla-
mook, said that the hospital 
has reached out to the two 
other major dialysis com-
panies, Fresenius Medical 
Care and DaVita, to discuss 
taking over the space 
currently leased by U.S. 
Renal to continue offering 
dialysis care in Tillamook. 
He also said that the team 
at Adventist would discuss 
the possibility of adding 
acute care capabilities at 
the hospital to care for 
patients in emergent situ-
ations.

Dr. Claire Kassakian, 
the medical director of 
the clinic, said that the 
week since the closure’s 
announcement had been 
emotionally draining 
and that she was deeply 
concerned for her patients. 
Kassakian said that while 
her practice, Northwest 
Renal Clinic, was re-
sponsible for the medical 
aspects of the clinic, they 
had not had input in the 
closure. She did note that 
contacts at U.S. Renal had 
communicated about the 

center’s struggling finances 
and potential closure over 
the past year as they sought 
support from the state to 
continue operating center 
but said that it was frus-
trating to see her patients’ 
lives upended.

“These are decisions 
that companies are making 
and they’re being made 
without a lot of weigh-in 
from the medical special-
ists, and that’s the way the 
medical system works in 
our country,” Kassakian 
said.

Kassakian said that 
Northwest Renal Care 
manages centers owned by 
both DaVita and Fresenius 
and would be willing to 
partner with either com-
pany to continue the Til-
lamook center’s operations. 
She repeatedly emphasized 
that her clinic had a history 
of serving patients on the 
coast and that they were 
committed to making sure 
the patients in Tillamook 
had a plan of care going 
forward, whether it be with 
them or another provider.

“Our practice is com-
mitted to our patients no 
matter where they dia-
lyze, no matter what their 
resources are and we’re 
working hard to help them 
navigate this tremendous 
hardship,” Kassakian said.

Patients and their fami-
lies are still working to 
find alternative support for 
continuing dialysis opera-
tions in Tillamook, reach-
ing out to elected officials 
and charitable organiza-
tions around the region.

The patients inter-
viewed for this article said 
that they would find a way 
to continue their care, but 
that they worried about 
some of their compatriots 
who have been consider-
ing discontinuing care and 
choosing to end their life. 
“So, now this becomes a 
death sentence” Hanakahi 
said.

The patients and family 
members also emphasized 
that the effects of the clo-
sure would ripple through 
the community, affecting 
the family members and 
friends of the patients. 
“This is my husband’s 
life and it affects me and 
my family and every 
other patient here and their 
families,” Shreve said, “it’s 
not just the 11 people on 
dialysis.”

Hanakahi said that 
she hoped the community 

would “make a racket” 
and help to prevent the 
complete withdrawal of 
dialysis services from the 
county. She said that even 
though life on dialysis was 

a struggle, she still found 
meaning and purpose and 
hated to think that her fel-
low patients were consider-
ing giving up the fight.

“My life might not 

seem like it’s great to 
somebody, but every day is 
a gift and I have a purpose 
and something to do,” 
Hanakahi said.

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

More than 20 public com-
menters appeared virtually at a 
listening session hosted by Oregon 
State Forester Cal Mukumoto 
to encourage the adoption of a 
new habitat conservation plan for 
western Oregon state forests on 
January 29.
Many of the commenters spoke 

on behalf of or were members 
of conservation groups and said 
that while they would like to see 
more protections for endangered 
species, they felt the proposed plan 
was a good compromise.
Mukumoto scheduled the series 

of three listening sessions to gather 
public feedback in advance of 
making a recommendation on the 
adoption of a new habitat conser-
vation plan (HCP) to the Oregon 
Board of Forestry at their March 
meeting. In addition to the virtual 
session, two in-person sessions 
were held in Eugene and Astoria.
Mukumoto started the meeting 

by addressing the commenters 
who had signed up in advance, 
thanking them for taking time 
to participate in the process. He 
reminded the audience that the 
department of forestry must work 
within the framework of state and 
federal laws when developing the 
HCP.

Three questions were provided 
to help guide the discussion, ask-
ing how new modeling informa-
tion released in December impact-
ed perceptions of the HCP, what 
recommendations commenters 
would make to improve outcomes 
and what they thought the most 
important consideration was for a 
new HCP. 
After that, public commenters 

were given two minutes apiece to 
share their answers to those ques-
tions.
A trend quickly emerged, with 

all but a handful of commenters 
calling for passage of a strong 
HCP, with many voicing support 
for scenario three, which would 

prioritize net present value over 
harvest levels.
Commenters representing 

Oregon Trout Unlimited, Portland 
Audubon and the Wild Salmon 
Center all said that the plan was a 
step in the right direction towards 
cold, clear streams but noted that 
they would like to see more pro-
tections added. They mentioned a 
desire to see larger riparian protec-
tion areas around streams and buf-
fers added to headwater streams.
Other public commenters 

echoed these sentiments and many 
also mentioned the impacts of 
clearcut logging on local water-
sheds as another concern.
Several mentioned the econom-

ic impacts timber harvest reduc-
tions under the new plan would 
have on counties and said that 
their budgets should be secure and 
not reliant on timber revenues, but 
no alternatives were mentioned.
Laura Wilkeson, Hampton 

Lumber’s state forest policy direc-
tor, was one of the few dissenting 
voices at the meeting, calling on 
Mukumoto to consider the plan’s 
economic impacts more carefully 
before recommending passage. 
Tillamook County Commission-

er Doug Olson asked Mukumoto 
to try to find a balance between the 
conservational goals of the plan 
and the economic impacts on the 
counties. 

Public voices show support for new HCP

Dialysis
Center closure

From Page A1

Pool
Project

From Page A1
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Hampton reps discuss Banks mill closure, 
future impacts of habitat conservation plan

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Following the recent 
decision to shutter their 
sawmill in Banks, Hampton 
Lumber’s Director of Public 
Affairs and Communication 
Kristin Rasmussen and State 
Forest Policy Director Laura 
Wilkeson sat down with the 
Headlight Herald to discuss 
the closure and impacts of a 
proposed habitat conserva-
tion plan for state forests in 
western Oregon.
The pair pushed back on 

the notion that the closure 
of the mill had been planned 
since its 2016 purchase, as 
suggested by Michael Lang 
of the Wild Salmon Center, 
saying that it had been forced 
by already-falling timber 
harvests in the state forest as 
the conservation plan comes 
online.
“I think the first impact 

was unfortunately having to 

close down Banks, so we’re 
feeling the impacts already of 
what this proposal is,” Wilke-
son said. “I foresee more sad 
stories coming in the future 
because of this.”
Hampton announced the 

closure of their Banks mill 
on January 9, citing falling 
timber harvests under the 
restrictions of a proposed 
habitat conservation plan 
(HCP), which were phased in 
starting in 2022. The Banks 
mill opened in 1961 and was 
purchased by Hampton in 
2016.
Some, including Lang, 

accused Hampton of using 
the HCP as a scapegoat for a 
decision made in the normal 
course of business, point-
ing to a recent $150 million 
investment in the company’s 
Willamina mill as undercut-
ting arguments of poor busi-
ness forcing the decision.
“It looks like they’re shift-

ing their business models and 

expanding mills where they 
need to and then closing their 
oldest mill and blaming it 
on the HCP and that doesn’t 
square with the facts,” Lang 
said.
But that isn’t the case 

according to Rasmussen 
and Wilkeson, who said 
that Hampton had invested 
millions of dollars into the 
Banks mill after its purchase. 
Rasmussen said that the 
investment in Willamina 
didn’t have anything to do 
with the closure in Banks and 
that Hampton had intended to 
operate in Banks long term.
“These are totally inde-

pendent decisions, Banks and 
Willamina are different mills 
producing different prod-
ucts,” Rasmussen said. “We 
put a lot of money into it (the 
Banks mill) with the hope of 
making it be able to last long 
term.”
Rasmussen allowed that 

the company had recognized 

the mill would be “vulner-
able” if similar harvest levels 
weren’t sustained but pointed 
out that even early versions 
of the HCP had called for 
much higher harvests.
Speaking of harvest levels, 

Wilkeson said that she be-
lieved that the current version 
of the HCP was overly con-
servative with its protections 
and that she believed it could 
achieve federal acceptance 
while allowing more harvest. 
Like Board of Forestry and 
Council of Forest Trust Land 
Counties member at a meet-
ing in December, she homed 
in on excess habitat protec-
tions for Northern Spotted 
Owls above the 40% federal 
requirement as being an area 
of potential improvement. 
“Hampton is generally 

supportive of the state having 
an HCP,” Wilkeson said. 
“Our argument and our issue 
has always been around the 
way that they wrote this one 

and the restrictions that are in 
there because we think that 
they went above and beyond 
what they had to do in order 
to actually get the HCP ap-
proval from the feds.”
Wilkeson said that she 

hoped the board would find a 
way to improve the economic 
outcomes of the HCP before 
passing it, stressing that the 
economic impact on county 
and special district revenues 
would only be part of the 
loss.
“The ripple effects are 

unfortunately something that 
is hard to count but we know 
it’s something that happens 
because we’ve seen this 
before,” Wilkeson said. “This 
is exactly what happened 
with the federal forests in the 
early 90s,” she continued, 
referencing large scale cuts 
to timber harvests on federal 
lands that caused widespread 
mill closures and detrimental 
community impacts.

Wilkeson and Rasmus-
sen emphasized that Hamp-
ton’s remaining mills in 
Tillamook, Willamina and 
Warrenton were not in im-
mediate danger, but said that 
the proposed cuts would 
probably lead to the loss of 
around 1,000 jobs, using a 
metric that assumes one mil-
lion board feet of timber cut 
generates 11 jobs. 
Wilkeson also clarified 

that just because harvests in 
the Tillamook State Forest 
are forecast to remain steady 
or increase did not mean that 
the local economy and saw-
mills would not feel impacts 
from the harvest cut.
“A reduction anywhere is 

a reduction everywhere be-
cause those logs can be sold 
in the Tillamook District, 
Astoria District or whatever” 
Rasmussen said, “they’re not 
staying local, so it does have 
an impact on a more regional 
basis regardless.”

PUZZLES
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Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday

March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual 
organization on this panel:

Contact Katherine at 
(503) 842-7535,

 headlightads@countrymedia.net.

Sat. 9 am to 4 pm • Sun. 11 am to 4 pm
at the Tillamook County FairgroundsSaturday, April 30 

9 am to 4 pm 
Sunday, May 1

11 am to 4 pm
• 

FREE ADMISSION
at Tillamook County 

Fairgrounds

Tillamook Beekeepers Association is Presenting 

Bee Day 2022
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Brought to you by 
Tillamook County Solid Waste, 
Major Sponsor

April 20-21, 2024
& BEE DAY 2024 Tillamook Beekeeper Assoc.
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Wanted!

April 2024

Call 503-842-7535 or email Katherine at 
headlightads@countrymedia.net
www.tillamookheadlightherald.com

1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141
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at Tillamook County Fairgrounds

Upcoming Holiday Event? 
Valentine’s Day • St. Patrick’s Day

Spring Break • Easter 
We’re here to help get the word out with affordable 

print and online marketing packages.
Call 503-842-7535 or email Katherine Mace

 at headlightads@countrymedia.net
1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141
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Astro
& Odie
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MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H64713 36180 HWY 101, Manzanita • CCB#128946
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RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
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LUXURY VINYL FLOORING

H
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20 Years Experience in Tillamook County

503-801-6016

Engineering

Landscaping

Astro
& Odie
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MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H64713 36180 HWY 101, Manzanita • CCB#128946

MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

LUXURY VINYL FLOORING

Floor Covering

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix

Mohler Sand &
Gravel, LLC

H
40
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• Hot Water   • Prompt Delivery
• Crushed Rock   • Fill Material   • Rip Rap

• Decorative Bounders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157
Call in advance for Saturday delivery   •   CCB #160326

Sand & Gravel

Highlight of the Week

Business     Service Directory& To advertise contact 
Katherine Mace at 503-842-7535 or 

Email headlightads@countrymedia.net
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 (503) 457-3089
sightunseenshredding@gmail.com
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DOCUMENT SHREDDING
for home or business 

Locally Owned, Member of 
Tillamook Chamber of Commerce

SIGHT UNSEEN SHREDDING, LLC 
License #20-480

with a 
clean office

Make your 
sweetheart 

happy
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Country Media has immediate openings for advertising 
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environment.
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Commissioners propose 
courthouse replacement

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Tillamook’s board of 
county commissioners 
submitted a proposal to 
the Association of Oregon 
Counties and Oregon 
Judicial Department Court 
Facilities Task Force for 
a project to replace the 
current county courthouse 
with a new facility at their 
January 24 meeting.
The total project would 

carry a budget north of 
$12 million and the county 
is eligible for a 50% match 
in funding from the state. 
A new courthouse would 
address the glaring needs 
of the Tillamook Circuit 
Court, which are the 
county’s responsibility and 
underserved by the current 
courthouse.
Oregon statute places 

the responsibility for 
constructing and main-
taining court facilities for 
the state’s circuit courts 
to the counties that house 
them. Tillamook’s current 
courthouse was built in 
1932, and the needs of the 
circuit court and district 
attorney’s office have 
outstripped its capacity for 
more than a decade.
Previous attempts 

to address the problem 
have fallen through, due 
to funding constraints 
and public concern over 
proposals. In 2016, a 
proposed new courthouse 
south of Tillamook failed 
because of a $1 million 
funding gap. More re-
cently, a proposal to build 
an annex near the current 
courthouse to house the 
county commissioners 
and free up space for the 
courts met fierce push-
back from citizens upset 
about the commissioners 
overspending on their own 
facility.
But the inadequacy of 

the current facility per-

sists, with a recent study 
ranking Tillamook’s court-
house as the fourth worst 
out of 48 in the state, and 
with the expansion of 
specialty courts in Oregon, 
the court’s needs are set to 
continue growing.
With the previous 

plan to renovate the 
existing courthouse and 
relocate the commission-
ers scrapped, Tillamook 
County Chief of Staff 
Rachel Hagerty began 
looking at alternative solu-
tions.
Hagerty said that it was 

fortunate that the proposed 
annex plan had fallen 
through as she had recently 
been informed by court staff 
that taking over the entire 
courthouse still would not 
have met their needs. 
Instead, Hagerty began 

exploring the option of 
relocating the courts and 
district attorney’s office to 
a new facility, leaving the 
courthouse for exclusive 
use by the county govern-
ment. 
During that process, 

Hagerty was alerted to 
a building in the City of 
Tillamook that was set to 
come on the market and 
could meet the needs of 
the court. While Hagerty 
did not divulge the loca-
tion of the property, she 
said that it was a 13,000 
square foot building which 
sat on three acres and 
would cost around $2.7 
million to purchase.
The county would be 

responsible for the entirety 
of the purchase price, but 
that would eventually be 
offset by a larger contribu-
tion from the state during 
the remodeling phase of the 
project, bringing the overall 
cost burden to an equal 
split between the two.
A timeline Hagerty 

shared showed that if the 
building was purchased 
this year, the county could 

receive $1 million in 
state funds to help with 
the planning phase of 
the project in 2025. That 
would allow the county 
to apply for funding for 
the replacement project 
in 2026 for the 2027 to 
2029 biennium, with those 
funds becoming available 
in 2029 and renovations 
taking place in 2030.
In addition to the $2.7 

million purchase price 
for the existing building, 
the county would also 
need to contribute around 
$270,000 for planning, 
with a further $1 million 
coming from a state plan-
ning fund.
The county would 

also be responsible for a 
little over $3.5 million in 
funding for the renova-
tions, while the state’s 
courthouse replacement 
fund would kick in $6.2 
million. Those funds are 
available when court 
operations are being relo-
cated to a new facility and 
would equal the purchase 
price plus the county’s 
contribution to the renova-
tions.
In total, the county 

would spend just under 
$6.5 million and the state 
just over $7.2 million on 
the entire project between 
the planning and renova-
tion grants.
Hagerty said that the 

county already has $1 mil-
lion in funding allocated in 
this year’s budget for the 
courthouse replacement 
project, which it could 
use in combination with 
other funding or a loan to 
purchase the property. 
The application to the 

state for funding acknowl-
edged that the county did 
not have a funding plan 
for the other stages of the 
project but noted a com-
mitment to developing a 
plan and providing those 
details to the state. 

Tillamook County 
criminal convictions

Staff Report

On January 3, Kyle 
William Curtis, 35, pled 
no contest to one count of 
attempting to commit the 
class C felony of assault-
ing a public safety officer, 
a class A misdemeanor, and 
one count of criminal mis-
chief in the second degree, 
also a class A misdemeanor, 
with both offenses commit-
ted on or about August 5, 
2023. Curtis was sentenced 
to 90 days in jail.
On January 4, Shawn 

Daunta Beasley, 34, pled 
guilty to two counts of 
recklessly endangering 
another person, class A 
misdemeanors, committed 
on or about December 28, 
2023. Beasley was sen-
tenced to 60 days in jail 
and his driver’s license was 
suspended for 90 days.
On January 8, Kyle Zu-

ercher, 27, pled no contest 
to one count of interference 
with making a report, a 
class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about August 
4, 2023. Zuercher was sen-
tenced to two days in jail 
and 18 months’ probation.
On January 8, Joshua 

Lyle Leach, 31, pled no 
contest to one count of 
theft in the second degree, 
a class A misdemeanor, 
committed on or about May 
19, 2023, one count of theft 
in the third degree, a class 
C misdemeanor, commit-
ted on or about October 
22, 2023, and one count of 
unlawful possession of a 
firearm, a class A misde-
meanor, committed on or 
about October 17, 2023. 
Leach was sentenced to two 
days in jail on each count 
to run consecutively.
On January 8, Ronald 

Earl Martin, 66, pled guilty 
to one count of criminal 
driving with a suspended 
or revoked license, a class 
A misdemeanor, commit-
ted on or about October 9, 
2023. Martin was sentenced 

to 30 days in jail and one 
year on probation.
On January 8, William 

Charles LaBree, 70, pled 
no contest to one count of 
driving under the influ-
ence of intoxicants, a class 
A misdemeanor, and one 
count of recklessly endan-
gering another person, also 
a class A misdemeanor, 
with both offenses commit-
ted on or about March 5, 
2022. LaBree was sen-
tenced to two years’ proba-
tion and a one-year driver’s 
license suspension.
On January 8, Jolynn 

Kelly Knapp, 66, pled no 
contest to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about April 25, 2023. 
Knapp was sentenced to 
two years’ probation and 
her license was suspended 
for one year.
On January 8, Jeffrey 

Steven Heidenreich, 29, 
pled no contes to one count 
of theft in the first degree, a 
class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about Septem-
ber 16, 2023. Heidenreich 
was sentenced to five days 
in jail and 18 months’ pro-
bation.
On January 8, Doris Lil-

ian Loya Benito, 26, pled 
no contest to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed on 
or about October 27, 2023. 
Loya Benito was sentenced 
to two years on probation 
and her drivers’ license was 
suspended for one year.
On January 9, Tristin 

Felice Rangel, 50, pled no 
contest to one count of theft 
in the first degree, a class 
C felony, committed on 
or about March 14, 2022. 
Rangel was sentenced to 13 
months in prison and one 
year of post-prison supervi-
sion.
On January 17, Jeremy 

James Pruitt, 36, pled 
no contest to one count 

of criminal driving with 
a suspended or revoked 
license, a class A misde-
meanor, committee on or 
about March 8, 2023.Pruitt 
was sentenced to ten days 
in jail.
On January 19, Bo 

McRae Bryant, 43, pled 
guilty to one count of 
conspiracy to commit the 
class C felony of supply-
ing contraband, a class C 
felony, committed on or 
about November 14, 2021. 
Bryant was sentenced to 
six months in prison and 
two years of post-prison 
supervision. 
 On January 22, Na-

thaniel Andrew Francois, 
28, pled no contest to one 
count of disorderly conduct 
in the second degree, a 
class B misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about April 
16, 2023. Francois was 
sentenced to 14 days in jail 
and six months’ probation. 
On January 22, Justin 

Lloyd Darby, 47, pled no 
contest to one count of theft 
in the second degree, a 
class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about October 
28, 2023. Darby was sen-
tenced to 15 days in jail.
On January 22, Melissa 

Pauline Castro, 42, pled 
guilty to one count of iden-
tity theft, a class C felony, 
committed on or between 
December 11, 2019, and 
February 13, 2020. Castro 
was sentenced to ten days 
in jail and 18 months’ pro-
bation.
On January 22, Mat-

thew E Scurlock, 36, pled 
guilty to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about June 14, 2023. 
Scurlock was sentenced 
to one week in jail and 
three years on probation, 
his driver’s license was 
suspended for three years 
and he was ordered to pay 
$2,623 in fines and fees to 
the court and his attorney. 

Spink files for county commissioner
Staff Report

Jeff Spink entered the race for Tillamook 
County Commissioner position one, filing for 
inclusion on the primary ballot on January 31.
Position one is currently occupied by 

Erin Skaar, who filed to run for reelection in 
December of last year.
Spink is an Air Force veteran and has 

been the longtime sales manager at Tilla-
mook Ford. The filing deadline in the race 
is March 12. 

Bethel Mae Douma Under-
hill passed away on January 
24, 2024 at Adventist Health 
Tillamook hospital, surround-
ed by many family members.
Bethel was born in 1928, 

in Tillamook, Oregon to 
Jake and Elmira (Edwards) 
Douma. They moved to 
Wheeler when Bethel was 
two months old. She attended 
Wheeler Grade School and 
High School. She attended 
the University of Oregon for 
a short time before returning 
home to work in her par-
ents’ grocery store, Douma’s 
Market. She met the love of 
her life, Lawrence, when she 
was just 18, and they were 
married in 1947.
Bethel was a loving wife, 

mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, great great 
grandmother and friend. She 
had a Christian heart, and 
was strong, kind, caring and 
compassionate to each and 
every one she met, knew 
and befriended. She truly 
made a difference, and her 
legacy will be that of treating 
everyone with kindness and 
caring; always there to help 
with what needed to be done. 
She will live in our hearts and 
memories always.
Bethel loved to take in 

God’s beauty through travel, 
watching Neah-Kah-Nie 
Mountain, Rock Mountain, 
the elk, deer, birds, cattle, 
trees and events that occurred 
outside of her home picture 
window. She considered fam-
ily, friends, visits, phone calls, 
trips and connections always 
a gift. She knew where those 
gifts came from; and was 

Thankful and Treasured each 
one. She loved to hear about 
how everyone was doing; and 
she always said, “If you see 
anyone I know, please tell 
them Hello for me.”
Bethel worked side by side 

as a partner with husband 
Lawrence initially with TV 
repair as an interest, while he 
was also a timber faller. Later 
moving with their 3 children 
from Foss Road to Underhill 
Lane in Nehalem. They built 
and owned Underhill TV 
Cable System which served 
the Manzanita, Nehalem and 
Wheeler area until they sold 
the system in 1986. They 
owned and managed Under-
hill Plaza in Manzanita for 
several decades; as grocery 
store, business shops, rental 
space, etc.
Bethel is survived by her 

3 children Velda Handler of 
Nehalem, Lynn Underhill of 
Tualatin, and D.W. Underhill 
of Bethany; 4 grandchildren, 
Chad Handler, Elkie Under-
hill, Bekah (Jim) Barnett, 
Jason Underhill, 11 Great 
Grandchildren and 5 Great 
Great Grandchildren, many 

nieces and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by husband 
Lawrence.
Lawrence and Bethel trav-

eled in their RV with friends 
and enjoyed their adventures. 
Lawrence passed away in 
2005 after 58 years of mar-
riage. Bethel volunteered at 
the Hope Chest Thrift Shop, 
where she worked until 2015. 
She donated 100+ hand knit-
ted and crocheted Afghans 
to Adventist Health Hospital 
in Tillamook for the “Cover 
Me with Care” End of Life 
program for 25 + years.
Bethel was a member of 

Manzanita Calvary Bible 
Church, and she loved her 
church family. She was a 
wonderful cook, and made 
amazing pies, cookies, and 
all….
A celebration of life is 

planned for April. In lieu of 
flowers, she requested any 
donations be made to the 
local “Hope Chest” - Mail-
ing Address: PO Box 204 
Rockaway Beach, Or 97136, 
or another Charity of Your 
Choice.
She was a true pioneer, 

loved this Nehalem Bay area 
and the rich beauty that is 
here with each season and 
each day! She loves our 
Heavenly Father, and we 
know she is at eternal Peace 
in her Forever Home in Glo-
ry. Sharing a favorite verse: 
“The LORD bless you and 
keep you; the LORD make 
His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD 
turn His face toward you and 
give you peace.” Numbers 
6:24-26
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